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RE: ALLEGATION NO. 1 THOMAS MATTER .~ @*
—

Suggested Tasks:

fﬁ’

1) Interview Thomas &ffﬁ

1.1 (Note that Thomas' version of the matters put to him at
thge luncheon by the Judge are not supported by Davies who
has also provided a statement.

1.2 Therefore Thomas' contentions are unsupported and
accordingly his credibility hecomes particularly
significant. Bruce Brown, magistrate in the Greek social

security conspiracy committal hearing said of Thomas:

"I am of the view that the evidence has established the
highest dmpropriety by Detective Chief Inspector Thomas
who is no longer a member of the Australian Federal
Police, but dis now a practising member of the NSW bar.
That he should have behaved in the wmanner he did, of
deceiving Crown Counsel and the Court as to the role he
and Nakis have been playing is a matter of considerable
dismay . "

1.3 Following these comments consideration was given by the
Crown Solicitor to the prosecution of Mr Thomas and
Counsels' opinion was sought. In July 1982 Mr Robert
Redlick of the Victorian bar was briefed to advise as to
whether the evidence revealed a prima facie case in
relation to the alleged offences (conspiracy to pervert the
course of justice and for perjury). In short Mr Redlick
advised that in his view Mr Thomas had committed perjury in
the course of his evidence but there was dnsufficient
evidence to establish any conspiracy between Thomas and
Nakis of the type alleged.




1.4

1.6

A further opinion was provided by DCS Canberra which
contended that there was no evidence to indicate either
conspiracy or perjury but that there was evidence
suggesting he had committed the offence of attempting to
pervert the course of justice. Counsels' views were sought
on this point (Mr Redlick and Mr B. Sully QC (Sydney)).
Both agreed with DCs! opinion. However, later in
discussions with Senator Fuans (then Attorney-General) a
further case (authority) was discussed which cast doubt on
whether Thomas had committed the offence suggested. The
Attorney-General then decided that he was, 1in all the
circumstances, not disposed to proceed against Mr Thomas.
(Attached dis a summary of the abovementioned matter).

In Thomas' statement he contends that Don Davies and the
Judge were in the same class at Fort Street High School and
perhaps Ryan was at the same school, In his evidence to
the Stewart Royal Commission Thomas firms up on this point
he says that;

. it was said at that lunch that John Donnelly
Davies and his Honour, Judge Murphy were former school
mates at Fort Street and I got the dmpression that
Morgan Ryan was also a former classmate or schoolmate
of both those persons. ...... I am sure of John Donnell
Davies and his Honour being together at Fort Street "

However, Davies in his statement said that he was a student
at Fort Street High but that he first met his Honour when
they were (both) students at Sydney University. Also, I

believe his Honour went to Sydney Boys High (see Who's Who).

Thomas' stories in the three pieces of material attached to
this file (de his statement, evidence at the Stewart Royal
Commission and the second Murphy trial are consistent din
the most significant areas. However, there 1is one winor
point. In the second Murphy trial Thomas says that when he
and Davies arrived at the restaurant his Honour was 1in the
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room by himself and a brief discussion took place and
within a very short space of time Morgan Ryan joined them.
In his statement and evidence to the OStewart Commission
Thomas says that;

When we arrived, at the restaurant the Judge was
already there seated at a table with another man whom I

recognised as Morgan John Ryan (statement) and ... .When
we (Thomas and Davies) entered the restaurant his
Honour was already there, John Donnelly Davies

introduced me to his Honour and in turn his Honour
introduced me to Morgan Ryan who was there."
*In a further brief statement dated 24.3.86 Thomas says
when he arrived at the restaurant the Judge was in the main
part of the restaurant by himself.

2. v/ébtain statement from Inspector lLamb (re the provision of
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4.

microphone to Thomas to record his discussion with Ryan in
Feb. 1980,

Obtain AFP documents concerning matters raised in relation
to the possibility of laying charges against Ryan in
respect of his discussion with Thomas,

Interview His Honours' associate at the relevant time

(about November 1979) and confirm invitation to Thomas and
possibly Ryan and Davies, to 1luncheon at the Arirang
Restaurant (Kings Cross). Associate said to have called
Thomas 1in about November 1979, identified herself as the
Associate to His Honour. Again called Thomas about a month
later - said Judge would be sitting the following week.

Third call received from the Associate a few days later
giving details of date/time/place etc of luncheon.



5. Establish date of luncheon.

Sources:

1) Arirang Restaurant records (22 Rockwall Crescent Potts
Point)

2) Commonwealth car records
3) TAA/ANSETT bookings (Davies from Canberra previous day)

4) Check week when His Honour sitting in Sydney. (High
Court Registry records)/

6. Witness to be called

i. Thomas

2. Davies

3. Ryan
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4. On 7 June 1982 the Magistrate discharged 16

of the then remaining 20 defendants. The Magistrate
had earlier indicated that he may disregard evidence
given by a principal prosecution witness, Mr Chris
Nakis, as it had been revealed in cross—examination
that the evidence-in-chief of both Mr Nakis and
former Chief Inspector Thomas had been 'at least
misleading in several respects, particularly
regarding their relationship to each other snd
discissions they had had as to a possible regard

Mr Nakis might obtain if he gave evidence for the:
Crown.

5. On 7 June 1982 Mr Brown S.M. announced in Court
that he was of the view that evidence had established
the highest impropriety by the former Petective

Chief Inspector, who, by then, was a practising

member of the New South Wales bar. Mr Brown said he
proposed to bring the circumstances of Mr Thomas'
actions to the notice of the releVvant Attorney-General
with a view to proceedings being taken against him for

conspiracy to pervert the course of justice, or for
perjury, or for both,

6. Mr Brown's comments were widely reported in the
press and of course brought to the attention of the
Attorney-General add the Crown Solicitor by the Deputy
Crown Solicitor's officers who had been ‘present in

Mr Brown's Court on the day.

7. On the day following the release of Mr Brown's

comments the Crown Solicitor made arrangements for

an examination of available evidence, including some 15
ring binders transcript of the evidence of Thomas and

Nakis before Mr Brown S.M., to determine whether there

was evidence to support a prima facie case against Mr
Thomas in regard to the offenges alleged. That examination
was conducted in the first instapce by experienced offices

of the Deputy Crown Solicitor's Office in Canberra.
("DCS Canberra"). ’

8. In July 1982 Mr Robert Redlich of the Victorian bar
was briefed to advise .as to whether the evidence
revealed a prima facie case of the alleged offences.

He provided a 38 page written opinion on 20 Auqust 1982.
In short, Mr Redlich advised that in his view Mr Thomas
had committed perjury in the course of his evidence,

but there was insufficient evidence to establish any
conspiracy between Thomas and Nakis of the type alleged.

«ee/3.
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9., In a 16 page report also dated 20 Auqust 198.
DCS Canberra reported its view that there was no
evidence to indicate either conspiracy or perijury,
but that the evidence did disclose a conflict
between Thomas' common 12w duty to protect Nakis'
anonymity as a police informer and his duty not to
mislead the Court, DCS therefore concluded that
assuming Thomas' first-mentioned duty was secondarv
to the latter, there was evidence suggestinag he had

cornritted the offence of attempt to pervert the
course of justice.

10. Subsequently Mr Redlich was briefed in September
1962 to advise on whether the evidence in his view
supported the charge suggested by DCS Canberra. That
opinion was received on 29 November 1982. Mr Redlich
condidered that the evidence suppotted a chaXge of
attempt to Pervert the course. of justice and thoOught

such charge preferable to one of perjury in all the
circumstances,

11, On 15 February 1983 Mr B Sully Q.C. of the Nuw
South Wales bar was retained by the Croun Solicitor to
advise on whether Mr Thomas or the witness Nakis had
committed any criminal offences in relation to the
conduct of the SSC case. Apparently a Sudney silk
was briefed at this stage so that he could actually
conduct any prosecutions he might find disclosed by
the evidence. In a written advice dated 2 May 1983

Mr Sully Q.C. stated he was in concurrence with Mr
Redlich in relation to the question of possible
offences committdd by Mr Thomas.MrMr Sully's advice
dealt primarily with possible offences committed by
Nakis and concluded that there was sufficient evidence
to warrant his prosecution for contravention of section
43 of the Commonwealth Crimes Act only, and then much
of that evidence would have to come from Mr Thomas,

12. A supplementary opinioh on further legal questions
raised was provided by Mr.S5ully on 19 March 1983.

13. In the enuing weeks it seems considerable

thought was given by those involved to the question of
whether charges should be laid against Mr Thomas for
attempting to pervert the course of justice, A number
of issues were at play in addition to the question of
suffieciency orcherwise of evidence in support of the
proposed charge. Included among these were questions
of fairness and public interest.

-00/4-
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The Don Thomas Allegation

38. The DPP have provided three manilla folders relevant to
this allegation: files marked "Thomas File A" and "“Thomas B"
and files marked simply "Davies". Thomas File A concerns a

statement by Thomas given on 24 March 1986, apparently for the
purposes of the second Murphy trial. That statement does not
deal with the conversation which Thomas has elsewhere alleged
occurred at the Korean Restaurant in late 1979. Also in that
file are various documents relevant to Thomas's actions in the
Greek Conspiracy Case. These include the comments by Brown
S.M. and later opinions and internal memoranda relevant to the
subsequent decision by the Attorney-General not to prosecute
Thomas for various matters which arose during the course of the
Conspiracy Case. The file styled 'Thomas B' contains the
additional evidence relevant to the 1luncheon at the Korean
Restaurant in late 1979, including some "I said, he said"
recounting of the conversations which allegedly took place at
the lunch. This additional evidence is unsigned. Also in the
file are notes of a conference between Thomas, the ODPP and
counsel wherein the Murphy/Ryan/Thomas/Davies 1lunch, later
Ryan/Thomas lunch and various aspects of Thomas's involuement
in the Greek Conspiracy matter were discussed. Finally, the
file contains a transcript of the detailed examination of
Thomas before the Stewart Tapes Commission. The final manilla
folder, the one styled 'Davies', contains a seven page signed
statement by John Donnelly Davies.

39. Thomas's evidence of the lunch with Davies, Murphy and
Ryan is this. Sometime prior to October 1979 he received a
telephone <call from a woman who identified herself as the
Associate to Murphy. Thomas had never met Murphy. The
Associate told Thomas that Murphy would like to have lunch with
him when he was next sitting in Sydney and said she would call
again when a date could be arranged. About a month or so later
Thomas received another call from the Associate who advised him
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that the Judge would be sitting in Sydney the next week and
asked if Thomas would be available and he said he would. Not
long after, Thomas received a third call from the Associate in
which the time, date and the Arirang House Restaurant, Potts
Point were nominated.

40, On the day of the 1lunch Davies arrived at Thomas's
office in Sydney and informed him that he would be attending
the lunch too. Although it was not be unusual for Davies to
visit Thomas he generally announced his intention beforehand
but did not do so on this occasion. Thomas drove Davies to the
Restaurant and Thomas was aware that Davies knew Murphy. wWhen
they entered the restaurant they met Murphy who was apparently
alone. Murphy said to Thomas, "I hope you don't mind, I have a
very old friend joining us. Time is short and I try to have
lunch with him whenever I am in Sydney." Ryan then joined them

and introduced him to Thomas (Thomas had not previously met
Ryan). ’

41 . General conversation then ensued for some time and then
Murphy engaged Thomas in conversation while Ryan and Davies
conversed together. Murphy told Thomas, "In 1974 to 75 when I
was Attorney-General, I was going to form the Australian Police

Force. You were earmarked at that time to be an Assistant
Commissioner. It didn't go ahead because the Government lost
the election". There was some further discussion and Murphy
referred to the Greek Conspiracy Case and to criticism that had
been made of Thomas in Parliament about it. He said, "The
allegations of misconduct made by Senator Grimes are
political. It is not a personal thing. There are a large

number of Greek voters in the various Victorian electorates and
the ALP is seeking their support. Would you 1like to meet
Senator Grimes?. He 1is not a bad bloke. Then you will
understand." Thomas replied, "“No thanks". Murphy then said
words to the effect "We'll soon be in power again. We need to
know what 1is going on. We need somebody in the Australian
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Federal Police. Somebody at the top. If you are willing to do
that, we can arrange for you to be an Assistant Commissioner
when it is formed. We have friends on both sides." Thomas
said, "Look, I'm not a member of any political party. I really
don't want to get involved in that way." Murphy said, "0.K.
Well, don't make up your mind straight away, think about it."

The conversation then turned to other matters. Ryan and Davies
had been in conversation with each other while Murphy and
Thomas had the above described conversation.

42. The conference notes go on to describe Thomas's
explanation of his behaviour during the Greek Conspiracy
prosecution. It is worth reading. Suffice to say at this

stage that I find his explanation rather hard to believe.

43, Also on the file is a transcript of Thomas's examination
before the Stewart Tapes Commission. In the first part of the
transcript Thomas outlines the circumstances leading up to and
including his luncheon with Morgan Ryan in early 1980. This is
the conversation which he and Lamb taped. Thomas considered
that the purpose of the meeting was to offer him a bribe in
relation to doing something for DOr. Hameiri. Thomas says that
that meeting was the first time that he had ever heard the name
Dr. Hameiri. Thomas told the Commission that in relation to
this episode he made no notes. He said he would have had a
notebook but added that he would not normally carry a notebook
a8s a Detective Chief Inspector In any event he took no note
of the conversation even though he considered that he had been
offered a bribe in relation to a then current prosecution.
Later Thomas was asked again, "But you took it as a bribe. 1Is
that right?" and he said, "I certainly did." He was asked,
"Well then, what action did you take?" To which he responded,
"None at all.® Thomas was asked "Why not", He answered,
"Because Inspector Lamb was inquiring, as far as I knew, into
organised crime which involved Morgan Ryan and it was then up
to him. The whole object of taping the thing was because I did
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not trust the man and because Lamb was involved in that area
somewhere. His actual duties were not known to me but I'm
certain he knew he was involved in that type of investigation,
subject directly and working directly to the Commissioner." He
was then asked, "In any euvent, nobody as far as we know took
any action on it?" and he responded, "I do not know. " Later
he was asked whether he made a report to Inspector Lamb. He
responded, "No, it would not be my prerogative to make a report

to Lamb." He went on to say that Lamb was his junior at the
time.

44, Thomas was then led through his evidence on the previous
luncheon he had attended with the Judge, Morgan Ryan and Mr
Davies. That evidence is broadly consistent with that given
later to Mr. Callinan immediately prior to the second Murphy
trial. It does however, contain some additional information.
For what idits worth, the Judge appears to have directed the
seating arrangements at the table so that he himself sat next
to Thomas while Davies and Ryan were situated at the far end dF
the table. 1In relation to Murphy's alleged statement that "we"
needed somebody in the new AFP, Thomas assumed that the 'we'
referred to the Labour Party, but he was "also a bit conscious
of Morgan Ryan being there." Apparently at the meeting Davies
and the Judge mentioned that they had been to school together
and Thomas had some recollection of that school being Fort
Street. Thomas was asked whether Justice Murphy explained how
he or anyone else was going to organise Thomas's higher rank in
the yet to be formed Australian Federal Police, bearing in mind
that Labor was not in government at the time. Thomas said that
that was not discussed in any detail at all. There was some
conversation about where Labor and Liberal politicians are
-opponents in the house but are friends, or can be friends
outside (although that conversation may not necessarily have

concerned the point of how the alleged promotion of Thomas was
to be achieved).

5
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45 . Thomas goes on to say that after the meeting he uas
"inwardly angry" at the offer made by Murphy. He said he told
Davies that he could "tell Justice Murphy that he was not

interested and more or less the fact that I was disappointed in

him." Thomas says that he certainly did not discuss the offer
with any other person after the luncheon. He was asked, "From
that day to this have you mentioned it to anyone else'," and he

responded, "I mentioned it only the other week to Mr Ian Temby
and that was because there was an article in the ‘'Sydney
Morning Herald' attributed to the 'Age Tapes', and a report
that an Inspector Moller had filed, which intimated that I had
been up to something with Davies." He went on to say that that
newspaper report was several months previously. However, he
had only mentioned it to Mr Temby within the month. (It's not
immediately clear to me why Thomas approached Temby when he

did). Thomas admitted that he never came forward during the
trial at any stage to offer this particular intelligence to
anybody. He was asked, "Did it occur to you as an ex-police

officer and now a practising barrister that it may bhave been
important to mention it?" and he responded, "No,sir".

46. Davies' version of events is somewhat different. In his
statement he said that he had always held Chief Inspector Don
Thomas in high regard as an investigator and had felt sorrow at
the way in which he was being treated by police dignitaries the
time following his handling of the Greek Conspiracy matter.
This left him wondering what place there was for Thomas within
the police sphere as he was either at that stage a lawyer or
about to become one. Davies' medical advisors had told him
that he should be pensioned due to hypertension, so he knew he
would be 1leaving the job in the near future. Accordingly,
about the end of November 1979 he rang Lionel Murphy (person
whom he first met in 1942 and whom he had met infrequently
since then) and told him what had happened to him and related

the circumstances surrounding Don Thomas. Davies told Murphy
that whilst Thomas was not a friend .of his, he did feel that he
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was being badly treated and would have no future as a police

officer despite his academic qualifications. He asked Lionel
whether he would be prepared to have lunch with Thomas and him
to discuss a possible future in the legal profession. Davies

admits to being presumptious because he had not even consulted
with Thomas on this score at this stage. Davies said he did so
immediately and Thomas offered no objection to the meeting.

47, About mid-December, Murphy's Associate rang Davies to
say a 1luncheon had been arranged between Davies, Murphy and

Thomas at the Korean Restaurant in Kings Cross. Davies said he
then rang Thomas and arranged for him to pick him up at Town
Hall station and take him to the luncheon. It would appear
that Davies phoned Thomas on the morning of the luncheon.

48 . Upon arrival, they were met by Murphy and Morgan Ryan.
They had lunch. Lionel enquired about Thomas' background and
legal achievements in the academic world and from Davies'
recollection agreed that he would have a career available as a
lawyer should he ultimately feel so disposed. Furthermore,
Murphy expressed the opinion that with his qualifications
Thomas would seem to have a good future within the Australian

Federal Police. According to Davies, Ryan had 1little or no
input into the conversation. Davies says he simply recalls
that it was a Pleasant 1luncheon - an informal discussion

between Lionel Murphy and Don Thomas arranged at his request
because of his apprehension that Thomas would be or had been
badly done by by the imported United Kingdom heirachy. Davies
left with Thomas. Thomas drove Davies to the station.
According to Davies he has not seen Thomas, Murphy or Ryan, nor
has he spoken to them or communicated with them in any way
whatsoever since that date.

49 . Davies says that he has been asked if he was pPrivy to
all that was said at the luncheon. He says that whilst he was

certainly present in a group of four people, he was not able to
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say that he could give a complete account of what was saijd
since the 'anniversary is in its seventh year'. He says that
as he was sitting in a group of four people at the table, he
feels he would have heard anything of major importance that was

discussed. However, once again the 'restraints of memory
apply'. Thomas says that he left Murphy and Ryan in front of
the restaurant. On the way to dropping Davies off Thomas

expressed concern that solicitor Morgan Ryan was present.
Davies said, so did he.

50. Davies says that he was not aware that Morgan Ryan was
to be present at the lunch. He admits to having met Ryan
previously at Lionel Murphy's suggestion in order to further
Davies' determined approach to the State Government to recover
a sum of money he had Previously paid to the New South Wales
Police Superannuation Fund. If anyone should be interested in

Davies' saga in recovering that amount they are welcome to read
his statement. ’

51. I make the following observations on the material
obtained from the Director of Public Prosecutiions relevant to
the Thomas allegations. If we assume that the conversation as
alleged by Thomas took place, it is not immediately clear what
the Jddge was seeking to achijeve. Was he seeking to have
Thomas placed in a particular position within the afp (in
effect to replace Davies) as an informer for the ALP? or was
his approach in asking Davies to contact Senator Grimes - an
attempt to bring undue influence on the pProsecution of the then
current Greek Conspiracy case? It is clear that the Judge made
no mention at that mention of Dr. Hameiri at the lunch. Morgan
Ryan's allegedly improper approach to Thomas (which was taped)
appears to have been made on Dr Hameiri's behalf. It would
seem then that the second luncheon is an entirely separate

matter from the first (although Passing reference was made
there to the Greek Conspiracy Case).
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52. The second thing that must be said is that Thomas's
recollection of his lunch with the Judge is remarkably clear,
notwithstanding the fact that several years appear to have
elapsed between that event and his first disclosing it to any
person in authority. Equally remarkable in my view is the fact
that Thomas recorded the events of that meeting nowhere; nor
did he bring it to the attention of anybody until a newspaper
report seemed to indicate that he was in collusion in some
unspecified way with Davies. Even then he delayed bringing it
to the attention of Mr Temby. Equally, I find it remarkable
that although a definite offer of a bribe appears to have been
made at the second lunch, Thomas recorded that event and indeed
let the matter rest entirely. As a very senior officer within
the Commonwealth Police, I find his behaviour unusual to say
the least. When Thomas' inactivity in these matters is added
to his actions in the Greek Conspiracy matter, it can readily
be seen that when his allegations are put to the Commission he
will be liable to quite vigorous challenge as to his credit.

53. Davies of course provides no support for Thomas. Davies
says he suggested the lunch. He may well have, but I do not
believe his stated reason for doing so. It defies credulity
that he would have arranged a lunch with a member of the High
Court (an allegedly casual acquaintance at that) to discuss a
future for Thomas ('not a friend') in the legal profession -

particularly as Thomas did not solicit Davies' help in the
first place.

54 . Nor do I think that the events at Thomas' later meeting
with Ryan provide any support for his description of the
earlier 1lunch. Contrary to the wviews expressed in the

Callinan/Cowdrey advice, I consider that the tape of the later

meeting has no probative value in relation to questions of the
Judge's behaviour.
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best. He drafted for me a petition to the NSW Governor
seeking the refund of my superannuation contributions. I
signed the petition and served it personally on the

Governor's Secretary. However, the petition was
unsuccessful.

Shortly thereafter the NSW Legislation was changed,
permitting the return of superannuation contributions. I
was insensed by the rejection of my application for a
refund and I commenced what became a long running campaign
to achieve the refund of my contributions. I did not
approach Murphy again for many years; 1 wrote to various
NSW Premiers myself - I kept getting knockbacks.

I then lost contact with Murphy. Our acquaintance was
renewed in the early 1970's, when 1 was the Deputy
Commissioner (Operations), and he was a member of the then
-Federal Opposition. As I recall, Murphy was the Leader of
the Opposition in the Senate at that time. One of my
responsibilities at that time was dealing with Vietnam
demonstrators. I led an operation to remove demonstrators
from the University of Melbourne. We were forced to
break-in, and caused a considerable amount of damage.
There was a fair amount of adverse publicity, stirred up by
the then Opposition in Parliament. Murphy telephoned me
and asked me for my version of events. He said "All hell
has broken loose here (meaning Parliament). What are the
facts?." 1 said "You're a politician. I shouldn't tell
you. But I trust you." I then told him my version of
events. He said "Oh well I'll quieten down' and he did. I
thereafter had alot of respect for Mur phy.

I next met Murphy sometime in 1972, at a function. Mur phy
asked me "How are you going in Compol?". I said "We're
mostly working as peace officers. This is very demeaning
work." I suggested an amalgamation of the Australian
Capital Territory Police, Commonwealth Police, and the
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Narcotics Bureau. Murphy said "that's an excellent idea.
Come and see me about it." I discussed this with the then
Commissioner, Jack Davis. With his approval I visited
Murphy and gave him a briefing on the advantages of an
amalgamation. Murphy was very enthusiastic about that
idea. Shortly before the 1972 Federal Election, Murphy
phoned me and said "I have put it to Caucus and they have
accepted the idea of an Australian Police." I told him
that I hoped the Labor Party got into power. I certainly
voted Labor at that election, even though I have never had
any political affiliations.

I bad a number of contacts with Murphy over the next few

years whilst he was Attorney-General. But I lost contact
with him after he was appointed to the High Court in early
1975. As a result of my association with him, I regarded

him as an honourable man and a man of his word.

I next met Murphy in 1979. I was still pursuing a refund
of my superannuation contributions. The then Commonwealth
Police Commissioner, Jack Davis, said to me that if 1
didn't get my refund before I retired at 60 that would be
the end of it. I wouldn't have any chance of getting it
back. Accordingly I rang Lionel Murphy, and reminded him
about the petition he had drafted up for me in 1960. 1
knew he knew Neville Wran and asked him whether he could
seek to find out whether Neville Wran would entertain an
application by me for an ex gratia payment. Murphy said to
me "As you know I helped you in the first place, by

preparing the petition. Now it wouldn't seem right as a
High Court Judge that I should become involved. I1'l1l refer
you to Morgan Ryan. He is a colleague." 1 took his advice

and approached Ryan. I knew that Ryan did not have the
best reputation in police circles; however, at that point
in time I would have dealt with the devil - I was
determined to get my 632 Pounds back. I saw Ryan on 3 or 4
occasions, but he was in the end unable to assist me.
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15.

16.

17.

About the end of November 1979 I telephoned Lionel Murphy,
told him what had happened to me and related the
circumstances surrounding Don Thomas. 1 told Murphy that
whilst Thomas was not a friend of mine, I had a great deal
of respect for his ability. I told him that I felt that
Thomas was being badly treated and would have no future as
a Police Officer despite his academic qualifications. I
asked Murphy whether he would be prepared to have lunch
with Thomas and me to discuss a possible future in the
legal profession for Thomas. Murphy said that he would get
in touch with me.

I realised that 1 was being presumptuous in approaching
Murphy on this matter, because I had not even consulted
with Thomas about his intentions with regard to a career in
the legal profession.

Some days later a woman who identified herself as the
Associate of Mr Justice Murphy telephoned me and advised
the place and time of the lunch. It was an Asian
Restaurant up at Kings Cross. On the night before the
lunch I telephoned Thomas. 1 did not discuss what I had
done other than tell him that I had telephoned Murphy and
that the Judge agreed to have lunch the following day. 1
asked Thomas would he pick me up at the Town Hall station;

I was then staying with my daughter at Chester Hill. I
cannot recall the precise date of my telephone conversation
or of the lunch. However I am certain that I had then

retired and I am convinced that the lunch occurred in
December 1979.

Shortly before the time of the lunch Thomas picked me up
from Town Hall station and drove me to the restaurant.
Upon arrival we were met by Lionel Murphy, and then Morgan
Ryan appeared. I did not know that Ryan would be
attending. We had lunch. As I recall, Murphy enquired
about Thomas's background and legal achievements in the
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academic world and from my recollection agreed that he
would have a good career as a lawyer should he ultimately
feel so disposed. Furthermore, Murphy expressed the
opinion that with his qualifications Thomas would seem to
have a good future within the Australian Federal Police.
Ryan had little or no input into the conversation. All in
all, T simply recall it as a pleasant lunch, an informal
discussion between Murphy and Thomas arranged at my request
because of my apprehension that Thomas had been or would be
badly done by in the Australian Federal Police.

I have been asked if I was privy to all that was said at
the lunch. As I recall it the setting was a sort of
recessed eating area. Whilst I am not able to say that I
can give a complete account of what was said during the
lunch, I feel I would have heard anything of major
importance that was discussed. I have heard reports that
Thomas has recently said that Morgan Ryan and I spoke
amongst ourselves throughout a conversation which Thomas
had with Murphy. 1 did speak with Ryan and with Murphy and
Thomas but it is inconceivable sitting as close together as
we were that I would not have heard Murphy make such

startling and improper comments and promises to Thomas as
Thomas has alleged.

I have been asked who paid for the lunch. I do not know.
I did not.

It was a short lunch. Thomas and I left Murphy and Ryan at
the front of the restaurant. Thomas drove me back to Town
Hall station. The journey lasted about 7 or 8§ minutes.
The only conversation of note was a remark by Thomas
expressing surprise that Ryan was present. I told him that
I was also surprised. Thomas made no mention of any
conversation he had had with Murphy. I am aware of what
Thomas has said Murphy had told him. He certainly did not
discuss any such conversation with me either during the
journey back to Town Hall station or subsequently.










CONVERSATION WITH DONALD THOMAS

HELD 11TH FLOOR, 99 ELIZABETH STREET ON 23.7.86

Phelan:

Thomas:

Weinberg:

Well perhaps you might explain how the lunch (I refer
to it as the lunch) came about, the events leading up
to it and, well, just tell the story in general.

Well. The Australian Federal Police was to be formed
in October, in October 1978. So all my timing is
virtually related to that. I don't have individual
dates, but its, related to the date that the
Australian Federal Police became official.

Would it have been '79.

'79 yes right. Yes 1979. 1 was at that time the
officer in charge of plain clothes investigations in
NSW for the Commonwealth Police. Don Davies or John
Donnelly Davies as his correct name 1is, was the
Assistant Commissioner (Crime) and my immediate
superior as far as plain clothes work went. 1 was 2
IC of the Sydney District who at that time I think it
was a fellow by the name of John Reilly who was the
officer in charge of NSW. I was his 2 IC but OIC of
plain clothes. 1 received a phone call from a woman
who said that she was Mr Justice Lionel Murphy's
associate.

When was this?

Prior to this October. It might of been a month
prior, it might of been 6 weeks prior, I really don't
know. It's was prior to that changeover date. But
close to it. Within proximity that it was, it was all
cut and dried that the Australian Federal Police was
to be formed and John Donnelly Davies as Assistant
Commissioner of Commonwwealth Police was to be made an



T continues:
Assistant Commissioner in the Australian Federal Police.
Those positions were all sort of set at that time so it was

fairly close to that period. The woman after introducing
herself, said that

P: ..hang on..

T: -.yes after introducing herself said that His Honour would
like to have lunch and would I be available at a time to be
arranged. And I think she said that when next His Honour
is in Sydney, would you be available to have 1lunch with
him. I wvirtually said yes and she indicated that she
didn't know exactly when that would be but there would be
further contact. 1 sometime later received g second call.

P: About how long later?

T: I think it would have been probably within a fortnight. It
was still within proximity of the first call.

P: So still well prior to October.

T: Prior to that changeover date, yes. The woman again
introduced herself as the Associate and said His Honour
will be sitting in Sydney on such and such a week which was
fairly close and would I be available on one particular
date. I said yes. Now I'm not sure whether it was at that
time with that phone call that I was given the details of
where the lunch was to be and what time. It was either
then or the week it was stipulated I received a phone call
early in the week and it was said the Arirang Restaurant at
I think it was 1 o'clock. 12.30, 1 o'clock. And that was
the arrangement and I agreed to that and that was it. Now
I'm not sure, I think I stated earlier that John Donnelly
Davies came up the morning of the lunch. Now at the Mur phy
trial, John Donnelly Davies was also called. He was called
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as a witness - he never - sorry, he was made available as a
witness but he was never called. And then following that,
after 1 gave evidence there was some articles in the
newspaper that had certainly leaked from somewhere or other
because it gave details of John Donnelly Davies coming up
that morning. Davies rang me at home and said no that
wasn't right, did 1 remember that he came up the night
before and that he was staying at his sister's, his
daughter's place at Chester Hill or Ashfield and that he
met me that morning, the morning of the lunch, I picked him
up outside of Town Hall Station. Now that could be right I

do have memories of picking him up around the Town Hall.

Whether it was that day or not, I don't know. The
important thing I see about it was that I didn't know
Davies was coming to the lunch. It may of been the night

before when he said to me, I'm coming to lunch with you
tomorrow and it was, it could be as he said, that 1 picked
him up at Town Hall station and not that he came into the
office. As I say, that could well be. If that was put to
me, I would say yes that's quite a possibility because I do
have a memory of it but I can't tie it into that actual
days but I do remember it and I can't think of any other
time, or any other situation, where I could have picked him
up around the Town Hall. Certainly I drove him to the
Arirang Restaurant but on the next..of the next day. We
went into the restaurant and Murphy was by himself at that
time in the..as you come into the door..as you come into
the restaurant I think there's an office on the right hand
side a bit of a lounge foyer, a lounge type setting on the
right hand side, and the restaurant tables are more or less
to the left I think. He was in the centre of that left
hand side. He stood up as we came in and Don Davies
introduced me and then he said hello and Murphy said, words
to this effect I hope you don't mind, I've invited an old

friend to come to lunch, I have lunch with him whenever 1
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come to Sydney do you mind. I said certainly not and then
Morgan Ryan popped out. I don't know where he came from
but he approached the table and he (Murphy) introduced me
to Morgan Ryan. Davies knew him. It was virtually within

a half a minute, a minute or so, very quickly, we were
taken to a table in front of the restaurant at the left
hand side which was in an alcove. For instance like this,
smaller than that, an alcove at the back of the restaurant
SO we were out of the, not in the main centre of the
restaurant, but off to the side and what appeared to be an
alcove or what I remember as an alcove. A rectangular
table. Murphy set the places. Morgan Ryan I don't suppose
I could say that. He certainly sat me next to him. Morgan
Ryan sat at the end, there, and Don Davies sat next to him

there, and Murphy sat, I'm almost sure sat at that end or
sat beside me.

P: Sat at your right?
T: No. No. 1I'm looking there. Murphy was on my left. Don
Davies and Morgan Ryan were on my right. I'm sure that

Morgan Ryan sat at the end of the table and I'm sure that
Don Davies sat next to me there on my right and I'm not

sure whether Murphy sat at the end or sat beside me. But
certainly adjacent.

W: Just describe again the shape of the tables and how big
they were there.

@ﬁ I don't think I could accurately. I could say that it was

a rectangular table. It wasn't a round table it was
rectangular. I don't think it was really possibly as long
but..um..

W: The size of this desk? About six foot, five foot?




Yes, probably about five foot. I think it would do. 1
can't really recall but I do remember the shape of it, it

was certainly, it wasn't crowded to sit in that
confrontation. As I say Murphy could of sat on that end as
well - On my left. There was a general discussion, between

everybody at the table.
About what - can you recall?

Well I know later by listening to a tape of another
conversation with Morgan Ryan. On that there's an
indication that we spoke about the Nugan Hand Bank and the
directors of that, suicided. That doesn't come from my
memory, I really can't remember. We did talk about that.
There was talk about the former association. I believe
that it was about Don Davies and Murphy being associated in
high school, education, something like that. I thought it
was school - I have it in my mind that it was school. Then
there was talk about Korean food, curry specialities that I
liked, if there was anything that I didn't like whatever
and the meal was brought out. I can't remember whether it

was ordered at the table or whether it was just brought to
the table.

Had you ever eaten Korean before?

I've never been to that restaurant before. I don't know.
I don't have a recollection or knowledge that I have. But
the meal was brought and the conversation was just a
general conversation at that time and then Davies and Ryan

seemed to get into conversation by themselves and Murphy

more or less monopolised me in turn. He spoke about what
was to be the Australian Police back in the days when he
was Attorney-General. He said that he'd been aware of my

career and that during that time he had earmarked me to be
an Assistant Commissioner. 1In the election they lost power

and it stopped the formation of the Australian Police. He




then spoke about the Australian Federal Police being formed
and that Don Davies might not take up his position because
of ill health. And I had an incling of that anyway.

To what?

Don Davies had told me earlier that his blood pressure I
think it was, had been playing up at some time and he might
not be in the force too long. He mentioned just that Don
Davies' health might not allow him to be in for too 1long
and he could see that he could arrange for me to be the new
Assistant Commissioner. He said that he was aware that 1
was tipped, or 1 was earmarked, or I should have been, the
next Assistant Commissioner within the Commonwealth
Police. To replace Don Davies (that had been moofed for
some time) - Don Davies. He said, we need somebody 1like
you in the movement. I'm not saying that it's his exact
words but it was certainly very close. We need somebody
like you at the top, we need to know what's happening all
the time. A man like you would be perfect for the job.
And then I told him then and there I said, thanks but no
thanks, I'm not affiliated with any political party and
thanks very much but I'm not interested. He wvirtually
said, don't give me an answer now, speak to Don about it
and let us know. He had spoken and he said we, prior to
that he'd spoken about the, well he was speaking in terms
of what I saw as the Labor Party. He spoke to me about the
Greek Conspiracy he said, don't take any of that criticism
from Parliament personally. It's not aimed at you
personally, it's political. And this is where he used the
royalq we, we need to get into power in Victoria and we
need the Greek vote. It is for that reason that ity is all
political, the criticisms being made. He said, Don Grimes
is not a bad bloke personally. 1If you like I'll arrange a
meeting and you can see for yourself. I said something
like, yes I know it's political because it always seems to

be tied to a by-election, but I don't want to meet him.




,{ continued:

’

Following that he again used the 'we'., 'we' need somebody
at the top, 'we' need to know what's going on, I put the
two together as being 'we' the political party.

W: Which conversation came first. Was it the discussion about

the Greeks and #he. Senator Grimes,?éhe other discussion.
1

T: Yes, yes, that virtually - yes, that certainly came first I
would think that would be almost the first, not the first,
the second. He may of said, I've known your career because
I had you earmarked whatever - Assistant Commissioner of
the old Australia Police. After that, followed on the bit
about the Greeks and then the offer, he talked about Don
Davies and I can have him made Assistant Commissioner.

P: Did it surprise you that he was aware of your career?

T: No - well not really to any ext nt because when they were
Australia Police was being forwa%é I bad been told that I
had been slotted into an Assistant Commissioner's spot
somewhere in crime and there were going to be ah..

W: Told by whom?

T: ..by Don Davies and I think by Jack Davis the
Commissioner. When I say told I was led to believe Don
Davies certainly told me that everything that I was in line
for that position, that I would be appointed and 1 think
there was to be some extraordinary amount of Assistant
Commissioners. There would of been more Assistant
Commissioners than blo@dy Constables.

W: Why would the Attorney-General of the Commonwealth have

either taken in an interest in or known about the career
path of a particular police officer.
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Well in the, going back to the Australia Police. He was
forming, I don't know what role he was going to play but it
was Murphy's pet project at the time to try and form this
Australia Police. That may have given him that interest.
It may have been his association with Don Davies. Don
Davies was my immediate boss, and virtually told him
everything that was going on. Don Davies and the
Commissioner were at loggerheads. They hadn't spoken for a

couple of years. The Commissioner...
Which Commissioner is that?
Jack Davis

Right.

Davis was in the habit of ringing me directly rather than
going through Don Davies. Don Davies used to ring me
directly. The Commissioner wanted me to report to him
which I did and Don Davies as my immediate superior to whom
I, in the heirarchy or scale was responsible to, would also
ring to find out. So I was telling two people what was
happening about the general running in NSW. That situation
between Davies and the Commissioner had been on and off for
some time. Davis was, he could be a very difficult man.
He was a, he could be a moody man and it didn't surprise me
that he'd suddenly get the poos with anybody and not talk
to them. I didn't know what the disagreement between them
was but it's well known by everybody practically. It was a
joke down at headquarters. When one went down there rather

than talk they'd pass cryptic notes. They certainly didn't
get on.

Now we can leap back to the meeting again, the luncheon
again. What happened after you turned Murphy's offer down.




Well I took Don Davies..
Was there any further conversation.

Yes. The - no conversation that I can really repeat. The
lunch eventually broke up. It wasn't a long lunch because

I'm not sure if Murphy was going back to where he was
sitting..

Was did Morgan Ryan or Don Davies participate in the

conversation in relation to the the offer by Judge Murphy.

No they were at that end of the table and involved in
conversation themselves.

Were they talking at the same time that you were talking,
can you recall?

My recollection is that they were. But that was a separate

conversation almost, we talk down here, do what you've got
to do at that end of the table.

Was your conversation with the Judge in normal tones or was
it quiet or..

No. 1I'd say normal conversational tone.

Normal conversational tone. Were there a lot of people at
the restaurant on that day.

I couldn't say. As I say this was in an alcove. It was
sort of, wasn't part of the restaurant it wasn't central.

Could you hear what Don Davies and Morgan Ryan were saying
if you'd been minded to listen in?
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Yes I think so. Yeah Morgan Ryan as I remember him, speaks
rather loudly in situations, or he did that day. There was
a fair bit of jollity at that end of the table. That paigf
were certainly enjoying their company that day.

Did you show your anger or any anger towards the Judge in
relation to his offer.

No I didn't. The Judge, I just let him know just there and

then that I wasn't interested in becoming attached to any
political party at all.

Was that just a normal voice.

Yes. (faded) Yes I was speaking to a High Court Judge. 1
didn't jump up - I normally don't. I'm rather placid in
my approach. 1 try to be. I don't go off in temper or..

Do you usually raise your voice?

No I didn't. I just said no thanks I'm not interested. I
then later on the way back I told Don Davies then that 1
wasn't interested.

What were the words you used?

I think I told Don Davies, I'm not interested, I'm not
affiliated with any political party. I owe favours to
nobody and I'm not going to start now. I was a bit
disappointed with Don Davies because I thought at the way
it had been set up that he was at the lunch that perhaps
Don Davies had been an informant, and I didn't see him I
don't think after that day.

Did you tell Davies what the Judge had said to you?

Yes. I think I mentioned it to him in telling him that 1I
wasn't interested.




11

Did that come or appear to come as some sort of surprise to
him.

No. Although I know that Davies will deny that, because
he's told me so. When I say he's told me so he said, 1
told you when he rang that he had no idea of what offer
Lionel Murphy had made me. And that just didn't gell,
because I told him to tell the Judge 1 wasn't interested
and that was it. Having dropped him off as I say I don't

think I saw bhim again until in the vestibule over here in
the old court.

The second Murphy trial.

The second Murphy trial.

I was just going to say well this must have been a pretty
significant sort of occasion as far as you were concerned.

Well I didn't see it that way at the time. I didn't change
my mind in any way. I didn't get all uptight about it. I
just thought that was the offer made and that's the way
things were done at the time.

Did you note this conversation anywhere.

No. No. I made no notes about it I had no reason to
because I thought that would have been the finish of it. I
never really thought much about it until Morgan Ryan rang.
Then I thought it could be a bijt significant. I certainly
didn't do anything about it.

This was in February 1980 I think..

It was.

So you didn't report this to any superior - the first lunch.
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frere was only John. Well there was Donnelly Davies who
was there anyway who knew about it. He was the Assistant
Commissioner and there was Jack Davis. Jack Davis wasn't
available very much.

Did you tell anyone?

I've got an idea that (I really only say this - this is
just racking my memory) I think I spoke to whoever was the
O0IC. If it was John Reilly I might've said, "I'm going to
lunch with Lionel Murphy, I don't know what it's all
about." But I never ever reported back to him about what
bad been said. And I'm not even sure if I did. But I've
got an idea in my mind that I mentioned it to somebody.

Did you mention what had happened at the lunch.

Oh no I didn't do that at that time. The only person that
I may of mentioned that to was when Morgan Ryan rang and I
got a tape done. I've got an idea and I say I've got an
idea again that 1 spoke to Peter Lamb about it. But
certainly at a later time knowing the tape went to the
Commissioner which was then Colin Woods, Peter Lamb said to
me, the Commissioner has asked me why Morgan Ryan would try
and bribe you and I said to Lamb something like, well he's
only got to ask me and I'd tell him. I think I either told
Lamb at that time that I had been introduced by Murphy or
when Morgan Ryan when I got taped up. I said I'd met this
guy through Murphy but again I'm not sure I don't know
whether, whether that's a correct recollection. 1I've got
an idea that I mentioned it to Lamb and Lamb knew not the

contents of whatever'd said to Murphy, but merely that I'd
met him.

Did you at that stage regard what Murphy had done as an
attempt to bribe you?
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Yes. I thought he was looking for an informant. That was,
not so much the, I didn't look at it as a, let me put it
this way. I could see that the "I will get you made, 1 can
make you an Assistant Commissioner'" and the "we need an
informant". I was more upset about the fact that "we need
an informant" - but that the loyalty would go out not to
the Police Force but to somewhere else in a political party
or something like that. That was my, the thing, that stuck
in my mind more or less. The fact that he'd made the offer
of the Assistant Commissionership was merely, my
appreciation of that, was that was merely the reward to to
dissipate loyalty. Of course that is a bribe.

Did you perceive it as that at the time?

Only in the sense of, yes that's how things get on. He's
looking for an informant. Davies must have been his
informant before. Now he's offering me this promotion to
become an informant.

That must have been really mind shattering stuff. I mean

if you've just been approached by a High Court Judge with
an offer of a bribe, I mean..

..you do..

Did you have any views about Mr Justice Murphy before that
lunch?.

Not any strong views about him.

CHARLES:: You hadn't met him before that time?

No.

WV Lo
What did you feel when youffirst rung up by his associate
and asked to go to lunch with him?
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Well I thought a few things I suppose. Vanity came into
it. I wonder what he wants with me because I was at that

time Chief Inspector. 1 was flattered and wondering about
what he wanted.

Did you ask the associate or the woman for the reason?

No.
Can you recall her name?

She gave me her name. It obviously didn't click. There
was a woman who merely said she was his associate. She

may have said, I'm Mary Bloggs but it didn't register with
me .

Being a Barrister I suppose it would be unusual but not
terribly odd that a Judge who didn't know you rtang up and
said, "Can I have lunch with you". I have to put it into a
context of someone like myself where I think of a Cabinet
Minister to equate a High Court Judge. I would be filled
with astonishment and want to know why and possibly in some
situations, filled with suspicion if a Cabinet Minister
rang me up and said he wanted to have lunch with me. I
would be very careful I think before I went to it. Did any
question of being careful occur to you?

No. I was asked to go to lunch and as I say I thought,

perhaps it was vanity but I was flattered in that sense but

no I didn't have any apprehension about it.

Had you commenced studies towards a law degree at that
stage?

Yes I think I'd finished my law degree. Either Christmas,
November 1978 or I think I had one subject to do in '79 so

it would've been June '79 when I'd done my last subject
toward the degree.
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Were you in any doubt as to your future in the Police

force, whether you were going to stay in the Police Force.

No. My intention was to stay in the police force. I was

quite confident of my own abilities. I'd have made
Assistant Commission on my own account.

How friendly were you with Sir Collin WOOngz;ﬁE:ll Sir
Collin Woods - 1'd taken him on virtually even before he
arrived in Australia. I raised queries about some of his
statements in England about what he was going to do and
what he wasn't going to do. I did have words with him
about the way he was treating the uniform men. 1 wouldn't
say that we were friendly because 1 thought he treated the
uniform men wrong, badly and I told him so and that in fact
he'd, I don't even remember what it was now, he made a
statement and he'd reniged on it as far as the uniformed
men's future went - and I brought that to his attention.
And I led a deputation or when I say I - led a party to the
deputation to him when he first took office about what I
considered to be the anomolies that being forced upon the
uniformed men here in the Commonwealth Police.

Just getting back again to the date. Others have mentioned

dates much later than October for that luncheon. Could
that luncheon have occurred in December, say?

No, I don't think it could've. The Australian Federal
Police and I'm sure it was formed in the October and Don
Davies only served in it about a week and went off sick and
remained off sick for the entire time. Right. I'm sure it

was whilst he was serving member.

In one of your statement, I'm not sure which, you mentioned
November.
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And December. You actually said the luncheon took place in
December '79.

Well I may have. But it's all related to when the
Australian Federal Police was Created.

How would you have got that date of December 1979 when you
made that previous statement?

Well only because it was about the time when the Australian
Federal Police was formed.

But you knew didn't you that the Australian Federal Police
was formed in October of 1979. That seems to be that
that's fairly clearly fixed in your mind.

It is now because I've enquired.

When did you make those enquiries?

Around the time I was supposed to give evidence.

Did you make a supplementary statement to the DPP
correcting the earlier statement that you'd made? Did you
tell anyone at the DPP or the Prosecution Branch that

you've been in error in your original statement?

Yes. I think it was. I think it was done. In my mind it

was certainly prior to the formation.

Who would you have spoken to at the DPP to correct that
statement, if you did?

I would think it would be Andy Wells.

Andy Wells. Right..
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..from the Federal Police. 1 think Andy took all the
statements.

When the associate phoned you on one of the occasions are
you sure that she mentioned sitting dates - that the Judge
was sitting at a particular time?

No. She said next time he's in Sydney.

Was there ever any mention of the, or any link between the,

forthcoming luncheon and possible sitting dates of the High
Court?

Well no, that's an assumption because the next time he'd be
in Sydney. It wasn't necessarily when the Court was
sitting the next time he was in Sydney - and then later he
would be in Sydney for a period of time.

Your perception of the time this offer was made to you by

the Judge, you were not then a member of the Australian
Federal Police?

Yes its my recollection that I was a member of the
Commonwealth Police.

Was it just prior to the transition?
It was just prior to the transition.

Did you have any diary that would record the luncheon or
would you have had a secretary, or an offsider, a chief of
staff perhaps?

No. T had a secretary merely to take dictation if I needed
things like that.

Do you say that it was a very long period that passed
between the 1luncheon and the approach by Morgan Ryan.
Months?
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Yes. It was some time, certainly some time and I know that
that was in February because of the date on the

subsequent. Though I remember the date the tape was dated..

We can certainly authenticate the date of the tape, but
isn't there some mention on the tape at the very
commencement of the luncheon having been recent?

At the commencement of the tape the reference is that that
as to have personally had lunch with said that he's there
and if you ever needed anything, need to know anything, and

my reply was, what about the Greek thing and Morgan Ryan
said yes.

But why didn't you mention the Judge or the conversation
that you'd had with the Judge when this tape recorded

conversation was taking place with Morgan Ryan.

Why?

it would've tended to authenticate that earlier
conversation.

It would've now in hindsight. But I wasn't intending to
authenticate it.

Did you see what turned out as it being 1linked, the

approach of Morgan Ryan was making to you and ah...
I thought about it later that it could have been yes. It
mightn't of been the political party but we might have been

the pair of them. That had crossed my mind.

Were you aware that Peter Lamb was at around that time
looking into Morgan Ryan.

Didn't know he was looking into Morgan Ryan. 1 knew he was
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looking into things in Sydney and I knew that it was

something to do with organised crime. As to his actual
role, I didn't know. He was one of my lads. He had been
seconded and he was working directly to Woods. I don't

know whether he had the Assistant Commissioner between them
or not, no.

Who's idea was it that you would be taped up for the
conversation with Morgan Ryan?

Mine. I rang Lamb. If I'd have equipment there myself, I
didn't have any available, I would just have done it
myself. But I didn't have it at the time. I think 1'd
sent it all to Melbourne for a job. And I knew that Lamb
had such good..so that's why I rang.

Did you mention the previous lunch to Lamb?

To my recollection and I said something to Peter about it,
certainly that 1 didn't trust Morgan Ryan and that 1 had
met him at lunch with Murphy. Now that was either then or
later on when Lamb said the Commissioner keeps asking why
he did try to bribe me.

Why did you want to have yourself taped up for the lunch
with Morgan Ryan. What were you expecting to...

..well Morgan Ryan had been the subject of an investigation
that some of my boys had run quite sometime before over the
Korean nationals but we got to the stage of sending, of
wanting to send the police, I wanted to send police to
Korea. I wanted our people to g0 over there and do the
enquiries. Jack Davis eventually came back and he said, no
that he wouldn't do that that Immigration had people there,
I think it was Immigration or Foreign Affairs had people
there and they would do it. Those enquiries came back to
all the references that were subject to the conspiracy were

all authentic. You know that Wehong was a motor mechanic




20

that worked there and served his time or he was a first
class chef or he was this that and the other, or he was
whatever. They all come back as authenticated. We the
lads who were investigating the thing were quite sure that
Morgan Ryan was involved. The story was that the at that
time to support vyourself as a person seeking permanent
residence, you had to lodge, you had to show that you had
enough money to 1live on whilst your things were being
processed. The information was that Morgan Ryan was
collecting 1 think it was $2,000 into his Trust Account,
That money was said to be, I've got enough money here to
support myself and it was then supposedly fed back to the
applicant as his living money, but in essence that was the
$2,000 fee. That was never proved but that was sort of the
information we had received.

W: What did you think was going to happen when Morgan Ryan
telephoned you and asked for a meeting?

T: Well T couldn't think of anything that I would have to do.
I didn't trust the man. I thought he was a crook.

W: Were you aware that his telephone had been illegally tapped
at that time?

T: No. I knew nothing. My, all I knew about Morgan Ryan was
his reputation that was, a, in our investigations that he
was involved in this Immigration racket and that he was a

man involved as a fixer, put it that way. 1'd never met
the man up to that lunch but I'd heard of him, and of
course, certainly heard of him during the investigation. I

think John Haines was the bloke, the Sergeant in charge of

that investigation who was one of my lads, that he was
merely reporting back..

SIDE 2
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After this second meeting with Morgan Ryan in February 1980
when you had the tape, did you then tell anyone about the

luncheon that you had with Mr Justice Murphy some months
earlier.

No unless I told Lamb. Lamb was the only person rightvwho
felt that I had indicated to him that I had met Morgan Ryan
with Murphy but I didn't disclose any of the offers to him.

Did you prepare a report about this second luncheon with
Morgan Ryan, the second meeting?

No. Because 1 was aware that the tape that Lamb was
handling the enquiry and that was going to go to the
Commissioner. That was agreed on that day that that tape
would go to the Commissioner.

Do you have a clear recollection of telling Lamb that you'd
met His Honour.

No, it's not a clear recollection but it's a recollection
that I believe that did happen and it either came up at the
time when just in conversation, with when I was approaching
him for the recorder to go and see Ryan or at that later
time when the Commissioner had indicated Lamb said to me
the Commissioner wants to know why he would try and bribe
you. I can clearly remember it, saying to Lamb well he
only needs to ask me and I'd tell him and I believe I told
Lamb for his information because Lamb was a man that I had
alot of time for and I, I respected him, and 1 expected him

to certainly want him to respect me, so that if I'm almost
sure that he told...

Why did you leave the police force?

Went out medically unfit.
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Did you know how long later?

Well.
A year, month.

I think I was off sick for quite some time, months, and
think 1 was finally boarded out January 1981. 1t may have
been 6 months or more that I was off sick.

When was the first time that you ever told anybody of your
recollection about the approach that was made to you by Mr
Justice Murphy. The details of that approach.

I think it was after the first Murphy trial, an article
appeared in the Sydney Morning Herald second page of the
Sydney Morning Herald and it was supposedly a report of a
report that an Inspector Moller had made to an inquriy that
Temby was appointed as Special Investigator about that
time. The Article set out Moller's views of the things
he'd read on files and his conclusions from those and the
gist of it was that I and Don Davies were up to something
illegally - that he had spoken to the Commissioner about it
and the Commissioner said forget it, I know all about it.
The gist of the article was that Temby as the Investigator
had been told Moller had given evidence that I was involved
in something. I contacted the DPP and scored an interview
with Temby just to put my position clear. And I told Temby
in that interview what Murphy said to me.

How did that actually arise in the course of that interview?

Well because 1 wanted to tell Temby as the Special
Investigator who never been near him, whose allegations in
the newspaper was as I saw it, virtually saying that I was
involved in something illegally - that 1 was involved in
something shady with Don Davies and I went to Temby and
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told him exactly what was on. I told him about Morgan Ryan
and how I'd met Morgan Ryan virtually. I went to tell him
about Morgan Ryan because that's what the article was about
as far as I could see - and on that and then I told him how
I met Morgan Ryan through Murphy and that he was interested
in that and I told him that - the what had happened with
Mur phy. Then the Stewart Royal Commission - I gave

evidence to the Stewart Royal Commission along the same
line.

I think from the transcript that the Stewart Commission,
the article appeared some months prior to your seeing
Temby. Was there any reason for the gap?

Yes. Because I couldn't see Temby.

What efforts did you make to see him?

I rang a couple of times. It was a matter of getting on to
him.

Did you leave messages for him to get back to you?
No.

Were you at The Bar then?

Yes.

When did you go to The Bar?

1981.

Had you done some work for the DPP?

No.
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No prosecuting at all?
No. I've done. 1I've done no work for the DPP.
How long was your discussion with Temby on that occasion?
It was Temby and one other person.
Brian Rowe would it be?
Could be.

Or Rowe.

Rowe I think. I would think about half an hour.

Did you make a statement on that occasion.

No. No. It was just a conversation.

Did Temby indicate that he'd like you to make a statement?
No.

Was the meeting in Sydney?

Yes.

This was after the first trial and before the appeal is
that the position?

Yes.

Were you aware before the first trial that one of the
issues that would arise was the degree of relationship

between the Judge and Morgan Ryan just through reading the
papers and so forth?
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Look I wasn't really interested in it. I'm not - no, I

wasn't aware of that. 1 was aware that that was supposed to
be the allegation that they were close. I wasn't going to
stick my neck out.

Why not?

Why?

Why not?

Why? 1I've have no intention of

You are a former Police Officer and a Barrister and you've

got evidence which might be highly relevant to the case
against the Judge.

Well, I don't see it that way - I saw it that I wasn't going
to become involved in a political bloody shit fight. That's
the way 1 looked at it. They said Mr Briese's allegations
were supported by other people. I had no intention of

involving myself. Poor spirit perhaps, but I had no
intention.

I'll jump back a bit. Had Don Davies ever expressed an

interest in your career in the legal profession?

As a Barrister?

Yes. Whilst you were in the Police Force together, had he

ever enquired as to your progress as a law student.

Oh yes. Put it this way, Don Davies was very friendly
towards me I must say that it was quite a shock to think
later that he might have been used by those people. I don't
know whether he was or not but it just seemed to me that

he'd been to the lunch, raised that doubt in my mind about
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him, I was quite upset about that. He had supported me,

certainly all the time in the Commonwealth Police. I think
Jack Davis saw me as one of Davies men. Jack Davis was a very
moody person that tended to administer my mood. What was

right today was not right tomorrow and he could start a
train of administration today and suddenly turn around
tomorrow and say why are you doing that, that's stupid I
don't want that done, whereas the day before it was, and I
had a number of battles with him about proceedings that
weren't right. Whilst I got on allright with him, it
depended on his mood whether Davis accepted me as a friend
Or as an enemy. I'm sure at times he saw me when his mood
was out, he saw me as a Davies man and he'd have the poos
with me. Next time he'd see me he'd be all over me like a
rash. He was that sort of, sort of administrator - you
couldn't get to him.

Can I take you back to the lunch. Did you pay for your own
lunch that day?

No. I don't know who paid.

Was there any discussion at the lunch about a career for you
in the legal profession.

No I fully intended to remain a Police Officer. That was
my, um, the thing I've done best in my life and I was doing
quite well on my terms not his.

Did you believe that somebody in the position of Mr Justice

Murphy could actually influence an appointment to Assistant
Commissioner for you?

Yes. That was part of the discussion. Having in mind at
that time they were in opposition. It wasn't to be an
immediate - the impression I got of it - It wasn't to be an

immediate next week you'll be an Assistant Commissioner. It
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was "I can have that arranged but there are friends on both
sides of Parliament."

What did that mean to you?

Well that even though they were in opposition he would have
enough influence to speak to people to assist my career -

that was the impression I got from the conversation.
Who was the Police Commissioner at that time?
Jack Davis. Sir Colin Woods was to be an incoming..

Did you believe that Murphy or anyone else could've
influenced Sir Colin to appoint you as Assistant
Commissioner given that its the Commissioner who appoints

Assistants and not the Government.

Well no, it's not the Commissioner. Its an Executive Council
decision. I was appointed to the Australian Federal Police
on Commission. It's not the Commissioner, the Commission
may well recommend who is to be there but with experience

with the Po%gfe Forces is appointments can be made amd

col
because ofiaf iliation.

Can 1 put some matters to you and just get your response to
them. Firstly, I'll ask you this - first of all, were you
married at the time?

Yes.

Are you still married?

Yes. .... divorce.

Did you mention this to your wife at all. Nothing about it

at all - the fact that you've been to lunch with Mr Justice
Murphy.
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I discussed very little about polce things with my family.

Any other person close to you that you might have had a
discussion about that lunch with?

No I can't think of anybody else.

The time you raised this matter with Temby in I think it was
1985, middle to '85 or thereabouts. By that stage was it

still clear in your recollection what had occurred on the
day whenever it was?

It was clear in my mind what had been offered to me, yes.

Did you then regard it as having been an attempt to either
bribe you or influence you in some way improperly?

I don't think I'd applied my mind all that much to it. I
knew that it was wrong, I knew that he was making me an
offer to be an informant and for that I would be given a
favour, I would be assisted, promoted or whatever. I
haven't taken it past that. I didn't want to take it past
that. 1 was quite prepared to forget it and leave it as
being something that was said at the time. Perhaps that's
the conditioning of every police officer. There are many
times people offer you. In today's climate, I suppose
everyone would jump up and try and charge everybody with
"offer a bribe". I never did I just dismissed them and just

said, forget it. Piss off, there's no need for it.

Can I ask you this, have you ever been a member of any
political party?

Never.

It's been suggested to us - I put this quite openly to you -
the conversation that you had with Mr Temby went along
somewhat different lines and that in actual fact during the
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first part of that conversation their perception was that
you were wondering why you were not being briefed by the DPP.

Well that was one of the reasons yes. It was one of the

reasons I wanted to get it straight with Temby that I wasn't
involved in anything.

Did you query the briefing practices of the DPP as to why
you hadn't been getting any work from them?

I think I queried it to the extent of wanting to make sure
that it wasn't because I was under some sort of cloud over
that matter. That's what I wanted to say.

It's also then suggested that this matter was actually
raised at the very end of the conversation after you'd
spoken about the possibility of there being a blacklist
against you, more or less thrown in as a one can describe it

that way as an after thought, would that be a fair
description of ah...

No I wouldn't describe it as that at all - I went there
purposely to discuss this thing about Moller because that
was the first time that I was aware of it, came out of the
tape. I wanted to make sure, certainly 1 wanted to be
briefed by the DPP. 1 went there to make sure that whatever
was there wasn't some sort of a blacklist, because I was
aware, so I was aware, I believed that when Gareth Evans was
the Attorney-General that there was some sort of unofficial
direction that I wouldn't be briefed and I can't really say
that that was so but that was my understanding of that
matter. I certainly wanted to obtain work from the DPP. I

went there to see Temby about Moller and from that the
Morgan Ryan business.

Would you accept the proposition that your main purpose in

going to see Temby was to put your position to him, in order
to secure some work for yourself.
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I put my position to him that I wasn't involved in anything
illegal or underhand as was sort of set out in the article
to Temby as the Special Investigator. I wanted to make sure
that Temby had then issued some sort of Dblackban, I

shouldn't be, shouldn't be employed. Certainly that was my
motivation.

Do you know a Mark Murray?
Yes I know Mark Murray - a Barrister for many years.
Did you know he had an association with Morgan Ryan?

Mark Murray I knew as a Barrister around the courts. He was
as far as 1 was concerned nature's gentleman - I always
spoke to him when I saw him in court in fact he always spoke

to everybody so he was a really popular man. 1I've had no,
no association..

Did he ever ah, did he ever pump you for information about
police information?

No Mark Murray as far 1 was concerned was always quite
proper. I was around the courts all the time and so was
he. He may have some sort of association. You know a
police officer, you crack a joke with him and you spend your

time waiting, you have a conversation and you talk about
whatever.

You were cross-examined at great length in the committal
proceedings involving the Social Security case mainly by
Einfeld. You're aware that subsequently there were

suggestions that you ought to be charged in relation to your
participation in that matter.

No I don't think it went that far. 1 think Brown said that
he would refer the papers..
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W: Yes..

T: ..since that time as far as I'm aware he has, he did refer
the papers because Gareth Evans as the then Attorney-General
had his enquiries and whatnot and eventually sent me a
letter to say that there would be no charges made.

W: You have not then been privy to, or seen the files that led
to that decision?

T: No. I got a letter from him about 2 years after the event.

W:  You know that Marcus Einfeld is appearing for the Judge in
this matter as well?

T: Yes I've seen that in the papers.

TAPE ENDS
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have been involved in criminal activities. He had
previously been investigated by me in relation to a

A Korean Immigration Racket. That is the matter on
which he presently stands charged, however it was the
present charge as a result of a subsequent
investigation.

The Judge sat a the head of the table, I sat
immediately to the Judge's right, Donnelly sat on my
right and Morgan Ryan sat on Donnelly's right. It is
apparent to me that both Ryan and the Judge were known
to Donnelly. I think that Donnelly and the Judge were

in the same class at fort Street High School and
perhaps Ryan was also at that school.

After some general conversation the group divided into
two conversations. " I spoke to the Judge and Donnelly
spoke to Ryan. The Judge at first spoke to me
regarding a-social security conspiracy case in which I
had been involved and in particular he mentioned the
fact that there was a large Greek contingent in the
Labour Electorates in Victoria and that the
Prosecution was embarrassing the Labour Party in
Victoria. The Judge offered to introduce me to
Senator Grimes who had been supporting the Greek
cause. I declined the offer.

To understand the rest of the conversation it is
necessary for me to provide some background
information. At this time the Australian Federal
Police was about to be formed. Donnelly had been the
Assistant Commissioner, Crime in Compol and Jack Davis
had been the Commissioner. They still held these
positions immediately prior to the formation of the
AFP... It was generally known that the new Commissioner
was to be Sir Colin Woods and that he did not wish to
have Davis as Commissioner nor Davies as Assistant
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Commissioner. As I understood the matter from general
conversation within the force Davis was to fill some
sort of role of Consulting Commissioner in the AFP but
not to really take an active part in operations and
Davies was to proceed on leave after his appointment
to the AFP. Murphy said to me in the context of
conversation regarding the formation of the AFP: ‘'We
need somebody inside to tell us what is going on". I
was not sure what he meant by the word "“we" however, 1
gained the impression that he may have been referring
to th Australian Labour Party. I also gained the
impression that John Donnelly Davies had previously
fufilled the role that Murphy was suggesting to me.
Murphy said that in return for me fufilling the role
which he had suggested he would arrange for me to be
promoted to the ran of Assistant Commissioner. He
also said that he proposed to make me an Assistant
Commissioner during his term of office as ARttorney
General when he was proposing to establish the
Australia Police. This proposal lapsed in 1975 when
the Whitlam Government ceased to hold office. I
indicated to Murphy that I would not be happy forming
an affiliation with any political party. He asked me
to think about the matter. I did not require any time
to think about the matter and soon after the lunch I
informed John Donnelly Davies that I was not
interested in the position and I was not happy about
the fact that the Judge had made the offer to me.

Nothing more happened in relation to this until I was
contacted in early February 1980 by Morgan Ryan. He
telephoned me at the Redfern Offices of the AFP and
requested a meeting. I agreed to the meeting but
before I attended it I arranged with Peter Lamb to
eqhip me with a bugging device which would broadcast

the conversation which I had with Ryan to a nearby
surveillance team.
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The meeting occurred at the Korean Restaurant at which
I had previously met the Judge and Ryan and the
conversation was recorded by the surveillance team
which consisted of Lamb, Dunlop and Robertson. I have
listened to a tape recording of the conversation and
read a transcript and those parts of the conversation
which I have listened to and those parts of the
transcripts that I have read accord with my

recollection of the conversation which I had with Ryan
on that day.



















MR HAMPSON: 1Is your full name Donald William Thomas?---Yes, sir.

What is your occupation?---1 am a barrister of the Supreme
Court of New South Wales.

In the early part of 1980 were you an officer in the Australian

Federal Police Force?---1 think it was then still the
Commonwealth - - -

Commonwealth, the Commonwealth force. And what rank did you

have in the Commonwealth Police Force at that time?
---Detective chief inspector.

Did you receive a telephone call from a Mr Morgan John Ryan?
---1 did.

One afternoon in about the first week of February 1980?~---As
to the date, sir, I am relying on information supplied
to me. I have no independent recollection of the
exact date apart from the fact that it was leading

up to the period when the Australian Federal Police
was to be formed.

Did Mr Ryan say something in that telephone conversation about

a meeting?---He asked me could I meet him; he wanted
to discuss something with. me.

Yes?---He did not indicate at that time what it was and he
asked that I meet him at a Korean restaurant in
Kings Cross off Macleay Street.

Did he stipulate a day and a time?---I think it was that

particular day. He rang me in the morning and said

could I see him around lunch time or after lunch
or something.

All right; as a result of that conversation with other members
of the Commonwealth Police Force did you meet
Mr Ryan but did you go to the meeting with something
about your person?---Yes, I saw Inspector Lamb;
told him of the meeting and then arranged for myself
to carry a transmitter and arranged for Lamb and a

couple of members of his team to monitor and record
the conversation.

And were they present at or around the restaurant when you met
Mr Ryan?---No, I left them back at Redfern and pro-
ceeded on my own. I was in contact with them on
the way that the transmitter was working by way of
the radios fitted to our cars. They were some-

where in the vicinity but where exactly I do not
know.

But you did meet Mr Ryan and you spoke to him?---I did.

atel 3.12.85 3280 D.W. THOMAS
pPb ma 2a Transcript-in-Confidence




‘The conversation went on for some little time?---Yes.

And have you had played to you just before coming here this
morning a tape which one of the solicitors played
for you coming from file T1/0270?---1 had a tape
played, yes.

And did you recognize that tape?---Yes, 1 did.
What was the tape?---It was a tape recording of a conversation

between myself and Morgan Ryan on the date as 1 have
indicated earlier.

That meeting at the Korean restaurant that you mentioned?---Yes.

I am just going to ask for a little bit of that to be played
so we can be quite sure it is the tape which you are
identifying which you had played to you this morning
before giving evidence?---Thank you, sir.

TAPE PLAYED

MR HAMPSON: You have heard it played this morning. Without
playing it right through, as far as it has been
played it is quite consistent with what you heard
this morning?---I would say that is the tape.

You would say that is the tape.

Could 1 tender that, if your Honour pleases. The file really
should be tendered and the tape is part of it.

THE COMMISSIONER: What is the number of the file?

MR HAMPSON: TI/0270.

THE COMMISSIONER: Exhibit 224. Yes, Mr Hampson.

MR HAMPSON: One particular part of the tape, you would have
remembered it, related to a Dr Hameiri, I think,
mentioned by Mr Ryan to you?---Yes.

Dr Hameiri from Surry Hills or something who was facing
some charges relating to the National Health Act
or the Medical Health Insurance Act, or something

like that?---Yes, the tape refers to that.

Did you know that doctor before then?---No.

Was that the first time you had ever heard the name of such
a doctor?---As far as I can say, yes.

Thank you; I have no other questions.
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THE COMMISSIONER: Mr Evatt?
MR EVATT: VYes.

Where did this conversation take pPlace?---1t was a Korean

restaurant in a street off Macleay Street, Kings
Cross.

You do not know the name of it; or you cannot remember the
name of it?---1 cannot remember the name of it,

Have you got a note of the name of it somewhere?---No.

Well, what happened to your notes?---In relation to this
episode I made no notes.

You made no notes?---No, sir.

Did you have a notebook in which you could have made notes?
---Yes, I would have.

But you did not use itin this case?---Well, I would not - let

me put it this way, I would not normally carry a
notebook as a detective chief inspector.

To the best of your recollection you have not got a clue as
to the name of the restaurant?---That is correct.

To your knowledge does anyone else know the name of the

restaurant?---0Oh yes, I think it is pretty well
known. I could go there.

Yes, but were other police involved in this tape recording?
---Yes, there was Inspector Lamb - - -

Yes; to your knowledge - - -?---Ang Robinson was another man
I knew was involved.

To your knowledge do they know of the identity of this
restaurant?---Yes,

They do. Have you spoken to them recently about it?---No.

What do you understand to be the purpose of this meeting or
the significance of the meeting?---After the mee

ting
was actually in progress, or Prior to the meetin

g?
Well, prior to and during the meeting?~--Prior to the meeting

my understanding was just what I was told by Morgan
Ryan. ’

Which was?---He wanted to discuss something with me.

So you did not know what it was apart from a discussion?---No.
What was your understanding of the purpose or purposes of

the meeting while the meeting was in Progress?
---That it was an offer to bribe.
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Yes, but about what?---Firstly, it was an offer to bribe in
relation to doing something for this Dr Hameiri

who he said he was either representing or
associated with his defence.

But you knew nothing about that case?---That is correct.

Would you have been in a position to do anything about the case?
---1 was officer in charge of New South Wales as far
as all investigations for the Commonwealth at that
stage. I did have a Medibank fraud squad operating
out of my office and under my control.

But Mr Ryan had never ever spoken to you before, had he?---He
had spoken to me once before.

About what matter?---Just meeting the man.

Oh no, I mean apart from this incident had Mr Ryan ever spoken
to you before?---Just once before.

When was that?

MR HAMPSON: I was going to leave that; but that was just
socially, was it?---Yes.

MR EVATT: Where was that and when?---That was at that same
restaurant some - perhaps a month before.

You had met him there socially?---Yes.

Under what circumstances?---1 went to a lunch and he was there.
And you spoke to him then?---I did.

And who else was there?

THE COMMISSIONER: I do not know that you would really want
to pursue this, Mr Evatt, quite frankly.

MR EVATT: 1If that is a hint, I will accept it, your Honour.

THE COMMISSIONER: I think it is a matter that may not help you.
MR EVATT: What do you understand to be this bribe or attempted
bribe? What words do you say constitute an attempt
to bribe you?---Having heard the tape this morning

the words were, "I have been offered a huge amount
of money to help this man".

Yes?---The ensuing conversation was whether 1 would interfere
in the prosecution. Whilst I was not offered a
particular amount it was certainly the inference

some of this huge amount of money was to come my way
if I could do something.
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That was an inference you took?---Certainly.

But you were not offered any specific sum of money or, indeed,

any money?---That is probably correct, subject to
what is on the tape.

But you took it as an attempted bribe, is that right?---1
certainly did.

Well then, what action did you take?~--None at all.

Why not?---Because Inspector Lamb was inquiring, as far as I
knew, into organized crime which involved Morgan Ryan
and it was then up to him - the whole object of
taping the thing was because I did not trust the man
and because Lamb was involved in that area somewhere.
His actual duties were not known to me but I certainly
knew he was involved in that type of investigation,

subject directly and working directly to the
commissioner.

In any event nobody as far as we know took any action on it?

--=I do not know.

You have no knowledge of it?---I have no knowledge of what

happened.

Did you make a report to Inspector Lamb?---No, it would not be
my prerogative to make a report to Lamb.

Did you discuss it with Lamb?---Yes.

What did you say to Lamb?---Well, to the best of my recollection

what was discussed was, "Did you get all that?" -

this was later on - "Yes": they made a recording of

it. He had had it transcribed and sent down to the
commissioner.

Did Lamb tell you the tape was no good and no help to him?---No.
Did you make a report about this matter to anyone else?---No.

Was Lamb your superior?---No, Lamb was my junior. He was
probably at that time a first class sergeant or he
may have been an inspector. I think he may have
been acting inspector at that time.

Now, you will agree with me that Mr Ryan did not offer you
any bribe or attempt to offer you a bribe?---No,
I could not agree with that, sir.
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I further put to you that Mr Ryan did not use those words

alleged to have been his in the tape?---No, I could
not agree with that.

Is the tape genuine, do you think?---Yes.

What else was said at the conversation that was not taped, if
anything?---As far as I know it was all taped.

Have you ever spoken to Mr Ryan since then?---No.
Would you recognize Mr Ryan if you saw him?---Yes.
When did you first see the tape or hear it?---This morning.

And you have never heard it before then?---No.

So just tell me whether I am right or not; is the first time

you heard this tape five years after it was made?
---Yes.

You never heard it before?---No.

Have you ever had to write down the conversation before?---1
beg your pardon?

Have you ever been asked to write down or have you ever written
down the conversation?---No.

The tape has not been in your keeping, has it?---No, sir.

Do you know where it came from?---Well, I know that it arose
out of Lamb's activities that day and as far as I

know it has been in his custody or in AFPs
custody.

What do you say Mr Ryan asked you to do for Dr Hameiri?

---Well, not quoting his exact words, but the
request was could I interfere on his behalf.

In what way?---Well, the only way that I could interfere on
his behalf would be to interfere with the prosecution.

Or to make sure that things were going along normally?---No,
I could not see that as being - - -

Did you follow the matter through and ask Mr Ryan what he
meant by the expression that he had received large
sums of money?---No. He did not say he had received

it. He said he had been offered, I think, a huge
amount of money. :

Did he tell you what for?---To assist this particular doctor
’ in the prosecution.

What happened to that prosecution, do you know

?---1 do not
know.
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You have no idea. Yes, thank you.
THE COMMISSIONER: Mr Hampson, do you have anything?

MR HAMPSON: I have no other questions that would be of concern
to the gentlemen who are appearing for Mr Ryan. There

was a small matter I did want to explore with Mr Thomas
now that we have him here.

THE COMMISSIONER: It is nothing to do with - - -
MR HAMPSON: Nothing to do with Mr Ryan.
MR EVATT: We would be only too happy to leave.

THE COMMISSIONER: 1 am sorry to see you go. 1It is always nice
to see you. It has been too long. I have seen
Mr Renshaw more recently than you. It is nice to
see him too. Thank you for coming.

MR RENSHAW: Seasons greetings, your Honour.

MR HAMPSON: What I wanted to ask you about, Mr Thomas, was
that previous when you met Mr Ryan. Remember you
told us it was a social occasion and so forth?---Yes,

Would you tell us how it came about that you accepted an
invitation to go to that social gathering?

THE COMMISSIONER: Just before we go on, I do not want to stop
you, Mr Hampson. I am just wondering whether - ang
I have been told something of the nature of this

evidence - whether it is within my terms of
reference.

MR HAMPSON: Well, you are not exercising any coercive power
to get it, I must say. I did not turn my mind to it
but I understand that Mr Thomas is making this
statement quite voluntarily.

THE COMMISSIONER: I have always taken the view that whilst
it is proper on some occasions to interpret terms
of reference rather strictly, if matters of import
arise one should not turn one's back on them. This
may be such a case. What do youa say about that?

MR HAMPSON: Well, I would like to lead the evidence. 1 do
not think it is at the moment any question of
the terms of reference because you are not using
any coercive power. It may well be it links up
with some other material in a manner that I cannot
yet be confident about, but for that reason 1
would like to lead the evidence.

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 1 am certainly not going to stop you.

I' just wanted to hear you on it. Yes, all right,
go ahead.
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MR HAMPSON: Mr Thomas, what led up to this social meeting?

---Well, it was at a period prior to that tape being
made, some months prior. I received a phone call from
@ woman who identified herself as the associate of

Mr Justice Murphy of the High Court and the con-
versation was to the effect that Mr Murphy when next
in Sydney would like to have lunch with me and could

I attend or would I be available. I said 1I would.

She then told me that she would be back in contact
when next his Honour was going to be in Sydney.

Did you know his Honour at that stage? Had you met him before?
---No, I had not. Some time later - it may have
well been a month later - another phone call,
apparently the same lady, identified herself and
his Honour was sitting in Sydney and would I be
available for lunch that afternoon - sorry - next
week, a very close time. I was available. 1 said

so, so on that particular morning - and I could not
tell yoa the date.

No arrangement was made in that second phone call for a time
and place?---No, it was not. It was merely - - -

That it would be that week?---On that week and she would
contact me when his Honour was available.

THE COMMISSIONER: If I could just interrupt again. I think you
said it was some -few months before the second - 1
am sorry - before, yes, the second meeting with

Mr Morgan Ryan in the restaurant at Kings Cross?
~--~-Yes, it was.

So would that make it somewhere about the end of 1980, early
19812~--1979.

I beg your pardon. End 1979, early 1980?---Yes, and I am
not being definite about those times, sir. I am
really relying on memory that it was within that
time ambit. I received a further phone call from

the lady associate who said - who asked would I
be available that lunch time.

MR HAMPSON: That day?---No, no. Would I be available - sorry -

I am just going backwards. Would I be available,
say, on Wednesday.

THE COMMISSIONER: This is the second phone call?---This is
the second phone call; would I be available on
Wednesday His Honour would be in town, and then
she gave me the address of the Korean restaurant
at Kings Cross and the time, which was around lunch
time, 12.30, maybe 1 o'clock. That was a couple of
days hence. On the particular day the assistant
commissioner of the Commonwealth Police in charge
of crime, John Donnelly Davies, arrived in Sydney.
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Was he commonly known as Don Davies?---Don Davies.

But his nams was John Donnelly Davies; obviously called Don
because his second namz was Donnelly?---That is the
way I understood it, that is correct. There was also
a mix up between the commissioner at that time who
was John Davis, Jack Davis ani John Donnelly Davies,
so he was commonly called Don, I think, for that
reason as well. He arrived in Sydney from Canberra
and informed me that he was coming to lunch with me
that day with his Honour. At lunch time we went
together, travelled together to the restaurant.

When we entered the restaurant his Honour was
already there. He introduced me to - John Donnelly
Davies introduced me to his Honour and in turn

his Honour introduced me to Morgan Ryan who was
there. He said, he asked me whether I had any ob-
Jections to Morgan Ryan lunching with us as he was
an old friend of his and he liked to have lunch
with him when he came to Sydney. We thzn - I think
we may have had a drink before we went to an alcove
in the restaurant where a table was set. We then
were seated at the table. His Honoar directed the
seating arrangements. He himself sat at the head
of the table. I was directed to sit next to him,
John Donnelly Davies sat next to me and Morgan Ryan
sat the other end of the table next to John
Donnelly Davies. There was a general conversation
in which all four took part and then as the meal
progressed his Honour directed his conversation to
myself and John Donnelly Davies and Morgan Ryan
were speaking, or having a separate coaversation

at the other end of the table, at that en3 of the
table. The conversation that I had with his Honour
related firstly to the social security case, the
Greek case as it is called in which I was involved.
He told me that - or his Honour said that it was
political at the time because of the involvement of
a large number of Greek voters in the Victorian -
various Victorian electorates in any case and of
course the ALP was seeking their support ani would
I like to meet Senator Grimes. It was not a
personal thing. It was purely political at the time,
but would I like to meet Senator Grimes who had been
making a lot of allegations in parliament. I de-
clined that and we continued on with the conversation.
His Honour then informed me that in 1974-1975 when
he was the Attorney-General, he had been going to
form an Australian Police and that I had been at
that time earmarked and would be an assistant
commissioner in that force, but because the Whitlam
government lost that election it did not go ahead.
He then asked me would I - or he then saia to me
that we needed somebody in th2 new AFP to be their
informan:. Because he had been spzaking of the
Labor Party prior to this I assumed that he meant "we",
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the Labor Party, but I was also a bit conscious of

Morgan Ryan being there. I was not quite sure. 1In
return for my being an informant for his Honour he

would arrange that I would be promoted to an

assistant commissioner in the to be formed Australian
Federal Police.

He said that, did he?~--Yes.

Who said that?---His Honour. 1 said at the time that I did not
feel that I could be associated with any political
party. His Honour then said words, "Oh well, do not
make up your mind straight away. Think about it".

atel 3.12.85: 3288 . D.W. THOMAS
kj ma 5b Transcript-in-Confidence




We continued on with the luncheon and no more was
said about that. It was general conversation again
after that. It was said at that lunch that John
Donnelly Davies and his Honour, Judge Murphy, were
former schoolmates at Fort Street ani I got the
impression that Morgan Ryan was also a former
classmate or schoolmate of both those persons. 1
cannot be sure of that fact. I am sure of John

Donnelly Davies and his Honour being together at
Fort Street.

.Who said that?---Beg yours?

Who mentioned that they, both Davies and Murphy - - -?---John
Donnelly Davies certainly did and his Honour also
spoke about it. It was just part of the general
conversation about how everybody knsw each other.

At Fort Street?---I think it was Fort Street.

MR HAMPSON: You are not sure about that, but you are quite
sure that they were at school together, that is

Davies and Murphy were at school together?---That
was the gist of the conversation, yes.

And you think they were at school together at Fort Street;

have I got you right?---1 have got Fort Street in
my mind, but certainly schoolmates.

Certainly schoolmates?---Yes.

You are less sure of the Fort Street part than you are of
the schoolmates part?---Yes, it was definitely
schoolmates and I do not know - I just have that
in my mind, it was Fort Street. The luncheon
ended and I told John Donnelly Davies that I was
not interested in the proposition and he could
certainly tell his Honoar that. And I had a few
words with John Donnelly Davies about the offer
being made and informing in that sort of situation,
because 1 then really believed that - I still do,
that John Donnelly Davies had been in the same
position that had been offered to me for his
Honour in the old Commonwealth Police. John
Donnelly Davies was -~ whilst he was to be appointed
to the new Australian Federal Police, the arrange-
mant was that he would never take up the position,
that he would take it up as an appointment for a
period of time, perhaps a week or more, and would
then leave the force either by way of retirement
or medically unfit; but he would never be an
active member of the Australian Federal Police.

So my impression of the whole deal was that I was
being offered the job that John Donnelly Davies

had fulfilled earlier in the Commonwealth Police
and that was how I met Morgan Ryan and why 1I
believe the second approach was made by Mcrgan Ryan.
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1f 1 could go back a bit in the conversation, there are just
a few things yoa might be able to fill in a little
bit more. He mentioned that he could arrange for
you to meet Senator Grimes who was making allegations
in parliament. Were the allegations about the
conduct of the case or something, the Greek con-
spiracy case, or what were they about?---The
allegations at that time - or what Senator Grimes
was doing in parliament at that time was making
accusations of misconduct in the investigation as
to - well, I just cannot be specific as to what had
been said up to that point of time, but it was
generally along the lines of misconduct, that it
had not been a proper investigation.

So that was the point, that if you meet Grimes this could all
be straightened out perhaps, or something?---1 do not
know. I did not take it that it was going to be
that far. What he said about Grimes was, "He is not
a bad bloke, he is not a bad person”.

What I mean is, the inference was that you having met Grimes
would be able to explain to him that it was not an
unfair or improper investigation?---Well, perhaps
that was one - I did not think of that at the time.
Th= way the conversation came over to me was, "Do
not take this personally, this has been doae for a
reason. Would youn like to meet Senator Grimes? He
is not a bad bloke. Then yoa will understand that

He has got to do it?---He has got to do it.
For the party's sake?---For other reasons, yes.

I understand what you mean. He, Murphy, said, "Would you like
to be our informer?" or, "We need an informer in
the AFP" or something, and you took that to mean
a reference to the Labor Party but you were not
sure about Morgan Ryan?---He said, "We need to know
what is going on". Perhaps 1 have paraphrased
that to say "informant". He said, "We need to
know what is going on. We need somebody at the

top". And from that of course to me that is an
informant.

Quite, but what I am getting at is you did apparently toss
up in your mind - is the "we"™ Murphy plus other
Labor Party members, or is it Murphy plus Ryan?
---Yes, that was the thought that crossed my mingd.

Why was that? Did you have some view of Ryan?---1I was
officer in charge of New South Wales some years
prior when Morgan Ryan was investigated in relation
to immigration allegations made about Korean
applications for residency, which I did not do
personally but which members of my staff did. I had
heard of his reputation from that and from other

- . -
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Then you had in your mind that he would be the sort of person

also who would like to have an informer in the
Federal Police Force?---Yes.

Murphy said words to the effect that Ryan was a dear old friend
or something or other of his and he would like to
have lunch with him whenever he was in Sydney; is
that right?---Words to that effect.

Was there any other expression of intimacy between the two,
familiarity or friendship or however you would like
to put it?---Well, I think I know what you are

leading to; I do not think he ever used that perhaps
now famous expression - - -

Not that particular expression, I am not hung up on any par-
ticular expression. Just any indications that they
met very frequently or visited each other's homes
or what sort of a - - -7?---3 gained the impression
they were very good friends. They were quite re-
laxed with each other and gavz me the impression
that they saw each other or knew each other's -
were in constant touch, let me Put it that way.

You do not remember any particular topics that were dis-
cussed between the two of those?---No.

As far as John Donnelly Davies was concerned, I did not quite
understand, did you conclude as a result of this
lunch that he had been Mr Justice Murphy's informer
in the Australian Federal Police or had you made
that conclusion some time before?---No, I had no

suspicion about John Donnelly Davies up until
that day.

Then you thought, "Well, John Donnelly Davies is no longer

available. Obviously that is why they are trying
to recruit a new one". Was that the way your
thought processes went?---Yes,

I could not quite fit what the boarding out meant. Why was
he going to be a member, an assistant commissioner
for a short time, and then with a week's leave
and then get out on health grounds or something;

I cannot quite see the point of that?---Sir Colin
Woods was to be the inaugural commissioner of
the Australian Federal Police. Sir Colin Woods

I think - I was not Privy to these conversations,
but certainly I was informed by Davies that that
was what was going to happen; that there had been
a compromise struck that he would be appointed
to a position in the AFP at a suitable rank, he
was then an assistant commissioner of the Common-
wealth Police; he would be appointed to a position
which he would never in effect fill, and that he
would then after being appointed retire.
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Because Sir Colin Woods did not want him, is that the
situation?---1. think that was it.

When did you become aware of this scenario; was this some
time before?---Davies had told me that before, yes.

THE COMMISSIONER: Did it come to pass?---It came to pass.

That is to say, that after the AFP was formed Davies became

an assistant commissioner for a short period and
then retired?---Yes.

Medically unfit?---I am unaware, I am not sure.

There are just one or two other matters that I would like to
ask you about: did Mr Justice Murphy explain how
he or anyone else was going to organize your higher
rank in the yet to be formed Australian Federal
Police, bearing in mind that Labor was not in
government at the time? Prima facie at least it
would seem that Labor would not have had the capacity
to do that?---No, it was not discussed in any detail
at all. There was some conversation about where
Labor and Liberal politicians are opponents in
the house but are friends or can be friends outside,
but that was said in - I could not say that was
said directly to that point, sir, but there was a
mention in the general conversation about this; you
know, you do not have to be enemies all the time
between various political camps.

There is another matter that I would like to ask you about and
it is this: you mentioned earlier that after this
meeting or luncheon, if you like, was over you had
some words with Mr John Donnelly Davies and I took
it from that that you were angry and they were hard
words and that you took him to task, as it were,
for suggesting that you would be party to such a
thing; am I right so far?---You are right in
principle, sir. I am not a person who uses hard
words in that I do not lose my temper or get angry
usually. I was angry inwardly at that. I told him
that he could tell Mr Justice Murphy that 1 was not

interested and more or less the fact that I was
disappointed in him.

Did that occur on the way back to headquarters or something,
or some subsequent day?---It occurred on that day.

After you had left the restaurant?---After we had left the
restaurant.

Did you mention it to anyone else; i.e. the offer or the
discussion or the luncheon or anything about it
other than to Mr Davies?---No. 1 certainly did not
discuss the offer. 1 think I may have mentioned
to the officer in charge prior to going that 1
was going to have lunch with Justice Murphy.
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Who was the officer in charge at that stage?---1 do not know.

It could have been Chief Superintendent Barge. He
may have been-back. He was on sick leave for a long
time and did come back and then there were a number
of temporary positions there. I myself at times
was officer in charge of the district.
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Apart from Mr Barge, if it were Mr Barge, did you mention
it then to Mr Davies afterwards?---No, 1 did not.

From that day to this, have you mentioned it to anyone else?
---]1 mentioned it only the other week to Mr lIan
Temby, and that was because there was an article
in the Sydney Morning Herald attributed to The Age
tapes and a report that an Inspector Moller had
filed - which intimated that I had been up to some-
thing with JDD, John Donnelly Davies.

What newspaper was that in?---It was in the Sydney Morning
Herald quite some months ago.

Some months ago?---Some months ago, sir.

And it was what, how many weeks ago did you mention it to
Mr Temby?---Within the month.

How did that come about; did you seek Mr Temby out or did he
- - =-?---1 did, sir, because a report was submitted
to Mr Temby in his role as a special investigator.
He was appointed to investigate particular aspects
. relating to The Age tapes. Moller had submitted a
report to him. This report had been sought under
the Freedom of Information I think and was published

together with some other comments by the Sydney
Morning BHerald.

Well, now, was this conversation with Mr Temby before or
after the conviction of Mr Justice Murphy? 1 realize
that perhaps that is a difficult question to answer
because there have been so many proceedings. It has
been to the High Court and back to the Supreme
Court?---1I think it would be after.

After Mr Justice Cantor actually sentenced him, was it?---The
sentencing procedure was delayed as well. I think
there was a conviction recorded I think on the

jury's verdict and then it went into abeyance for
some weeks.

And then went to the High Court and the High Court sent it
back, and then there was sentence. Do you remember
when it was in that chronology that you spoke to

Mr Temby?---I would say it would be between
conviction and sentence.

I see. You never came forward during the trial at any stage
to offer this particular intelligence to anybody,
either on the prosecution side or defence side,
or anything like that?---No, sir.

Did you follow the trial at all?---Only by reading the papers.
It was a rather cause celebre and still is; do you agree

with that?---Yes.
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Did it occur to you as an ex-police officer and now a
practising barrister that it may have been
important to ‘mention it?---No, sir.

Then can 1 assume that Mr Temby is aware of the facts of

this matter as you have recounted them to me this
morning?---Yes, sir.

All right, thank you. Mr Hampson?

MR HAMPSON: Just one other matter, do you remember who paid

for the lunch, whether it was Mr Justice Murphy or
Mr Ryan?---1I could not say.

Cannot remember?---I do not think any bill was presented that
I saw.

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. Was the restaurant the Arariang
restaurant?---That could be so, sir.

Can you describe its situation more particularly? You have
said it was in a street off Macleay Street?---Yes,
it is. If one was travelling from Garden Island

towards Kings Cross, it would be to the right about
halfway up, I would think.

That is the street off Macleay Street that is to the right,
on the same side as the Chevron, is it?---Yes,
it is, quite close to the Chevron, could even be
in the street opposite the Chevron or one street
further down. It is a restaurant situated, as 1
remember, on the right-hand side of that road as
you turn off Macleay Street.

On the right-hand side between Macleay Street and Victoria

Street?---Not even sure if it goes through to
Victoria Street.

Not sure it goes through?---I have not been in the area for
years.

But Victoria Street runs more or less parallel to Macleay
Street at one part. Some of the streets go through
and some do not, but, if you turn off to the right
from Macleay Street, whether the street goes
right through to Victoria Street or not, the
restaurant was on the right; is that correct?---Yes.

One storey or two storey?---1 think it was the ground floor
I was in. Whether the upstairs is part of it or
not, I do not know.

It was a Korean restaurant?---Certainly a Korean restaurant;
the same place on both occasions.

All right. Thank you, Mr Thomas, for making yourself
available at short notice. 1 hope I have not
inconvenienced you too much?---Thank you, sir.
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You are now excused, thank you, unless there is something

else you want to ask, Mr Hampson, or any submissions
you want to make?

MR HAMPSON: There is a submission I want to make that
relates to this matter, but 1 suppose it will
involve in view of what was said this morning, the
attendance of Mr Evatt and Mr Renshaw to make
contrary submissions at some stage. I am quite
happy to make the submissions now.

THE COMMISSIONER: You mean the matter of the tapes and so
forth?

MR HAMPSON: Yes, I am quite happy to make the submissions
now, and I would have thought maybe what should

happen is the secretary should write to them or to
the solicitors.

THE COMMISSIONER: With your submissions?

MR HAMPSON: Yes, to shortly put it has been submitted there
is prima facie case - - -

THE COMMISSIONER: I think that should be done in the absence
of Mr Thomas.

You now are excused, Mr Thomas.

Thank you very much?---Thank
you, sir.

THE WITNESS WITHDREW

MR HAMPSON: The situation really is that the witness has
' been asked, "Is not that a tape recording of a
conversation you had with Chris Murphy or with
Mr Thomas?" What he said is, "I do not remember
any such conversation. It is not my voice."

THE COMMISSIONER: This is Mr Ryan you are speaking of?

MR HAMPSON: Yes. He got tangled up perhaps with ideas, when
he is talking about statements of fact or whether
it is opinion. All these sorts of interesting
things are there. It would be my submission, I
mean, whether he is an ill man, whether his memory
has failed, those things might go to whether he
could make out a successful defence. I would
submit that we have on the material here, what
happened yesterday with Mr Ryan in the light of the
evidence that is his voice now by people who knew
him, and one of the persons actually present, you
have a prima facie case he told a lie here rather
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 MR. DARKER: I did invite my friend to lead this.
CROWN PROSECUTOR: I am conscious of that.

HIS HONOﬁR: He is allowed to adduce it if he wishes. It does have a
different effect. ,

CROWN PROSECUTOR: I prefer the witness's words, your Honour.
HIS HONOUR: Yes.

IB “§§§553?0U69R3W311, on arrival at restaurant who were there?
A. As we entered the restaurant,there is a main room at the
restaurant, Mr Justice Murphy was in that room by himself.

Q. Yes.'did you recognise him? A. Yes, yes I did. Mr Davies and I
went to him. Mr Davies introduced me to -

Q. Had you met him before? A. No sir.
Q. You were introduced by Mr Davies? A. Yes sir.

Q. All right, continue? A. And Mr Justice Murphy was by himself at
that point of time. He said to me “I hope you don't mind. I have
an old friend coming to lunch with us. I try and have lunch with

"him when I come to Sydney. Do you mind?" or words to that effect, and
I said "No". '

Within a very short ‘space of time a man that I know now
as Morgan Ryan joined us and I was introduced by Mr Justice Murphy to
Morgan Ryan. ’ v

Q. Yes, well then did you go to a table set up in an alcove? A. Yes,
there was a - the front of the restaurant I think it would be, there
is like an aloove with a rectangular table in it and we sat there,

or Mr Ryan, Justice Murphy sat at the table sort of thing. Mr Ryan
was sat at the far end on my right. Next to him was Mr Davies, then
myself, and Mr Justice Murphy was on my left.

Q. All right, well, was there some conversation regarding the food
that you were eating? A. There was general conversation about Korean
food, the usual sort of thing.

Q. All right now, what I'm interested in is your observation of the
relationship as it seemed to you from what they were saying and how
they were addressing each other, between the accused and Morgan Ryan?
A. Certainly Mr Justice Murphy was well acquainted with him. I
think Mr Davies may have known him as well.

Q. Well, don't worry about Mr Davies. I'm interested in simply the
. relationship to  he defined from the way in which they addressed each
other and spoke to each other and the topics that they discussed, the
relationship between Morgan Ryan and the accused? A. I would say
they were well known to each other.

Q. And what enabled you to say that? A. Just the general tone of

the conversation, what Mr Murphy had said to me when I had first met
him, about joining his old friend.
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About a month or so later Thomas received another ca11 from the Associate who
£ 4 him that the Judge would be sitting in Sydney the next week (or in the
near future) and asked if Thomas would be available. He said he would.

Not long after, Thomas received a third call from the Associate in which the
time, date and the Arrirang House Restaurant, Potts Point were nominated.

On the day of the lunch Davies arrived at Thomas' office in Sydney and

informed him that he would be attending the lunch too. Although it was not

unusual for Davies to visit Thomas, but he generally announced his intention
beforehand. Thomas drove Davies to the restaurant.
Davies knew Murphy.

Thomas was aware that

when tney enterad tne restaurant they met Murphy, who was apparently alone.
kurphy said to Thomas:
"I hope you don't mind. I have a very old friend joining us. Time is
short and I try to have lunch with him whenever I am in Sydney".

Ryan then joined them and Murphy introduced him to Thomas. (They had not
previously met). ’

After general conversation at the table for some time, Murphy engaged Thomas

in conversation while Ryan and Davies conversed together. Murphy told Thomas:
“In 1974-75 when I was Attorney-General I was going to form an
Australian Police Force. You were ear-marked at that time to be an

Assistant Commissioner. It didn't go ahead because the Government lost
the elettion”.

!kere was some further discussion and Murphy referred to the Greek Conspiracy

case and to criticism that had been made of Thomas in Parliament about it.
Murphy said:

“The allegations of misconduct made by Senator Grimes are political. It
is not a personal thing. There are a large number of Greek voters in
the various Victorian electorates and the ALP is seeking their support.

Would you like to meet Senator Grimes? He is not a bad bloke.
will understand".

Then you










(S5}

—

f‘éssistance could be acurately gauged. He complained to the then Commissioner

 ,/ the Commonwealth Police about this,-who apparently was unsympathetic and
directed Thomas to offer Narkis $30,000.00 which he then did. That offer was
refused. Thomas suggested (either to Narkis or his solicitor) that Narkis
ought write requesting a reward for the information provided by him up to
$200,000.00. That apparently happened and the Commissioner approved it.
Thomas refused to deal! with Narkis about the reward until the Commissioner put
his approval in writ‘ng which he did after about a week.

After that was put in writing the offer was made to Narkis, he was de-briefed,
tapes were made of his information and there was an undercover police
operation and subsequently, of course, the arrests.

~~Tn the course of the proceedings (very much tcwards the end since Thomas gave

: very limited, and to a large degree formal, evidence) Bruce Brown criticised

.im about his conduct in respect of Narkis, firstly as to his failure to
advise the Crown of Narkis' true role in the investigation (ie. a pre-arrest
informer - the Crown had always been of the understanding and had proceeded on

that basis that Narkis was a post-arrest informer) and secondly the offering

of a reward in the circumstances. Thomas expressed the view which he held

then and continues to hold that the law did not require Narkis to disclose the
fact of him being a pre-arrest informer at what Thomas describes as "an

inquiry" (ie. a committal hearing), although he thinks the position may pe
different at trial.

Brown's comments were referred to the Attorney-General - Gareth Evans, who
 ifter a delay of what Thomas said was in the vicinity of two years, eventually

Qrote and said that in the absence of sufficient evidence it was not proposed
0 charge nim.
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tiz. And we went

Dimitris as welil as he did
bac

vack and they had to g9 els e and wWatis Meel and had
&« few Dbeers and everythiayg was sweet. Gary a golf buggy
ana I dropped a load down a day later % was going to be
right. That wus just a starter. They were only getting two or

three hundred a week out of the club, and Gary said, You're
stupid. There are thousands down there. Pat used to ring Gary up
at the......twice a week because he wants him on side. And then
he knocks it off and expects Gary to walk away and forget it. Is
this how they do it?

Ryan: It is all a bit foreign to me.

Boyd: It was all arranged. Noel said it would be right. I don't
know with these blokes. We were giving them one a weck with
something on top of that - 2 wup front to start off with and
another 2 to come and suddenly they Just went the other way. They
went the other way for 300 a week or something. Everyone was
shaking their heads. It not only went the other way. It really
gave it a «caning and bad mouthed Gary all over the place. My
attitude to Gary is, drop out. You will never win with them.

Ryan: It’s flogging a dead horse. I think you just have to go out
and join the Hakims if you want to be in it.

Boyd: No. I don’t want to join the Hakims.

Ryan: I have never known such a reaction to that one name.

Eoyd: What, did he say anything to you direct, or did he just say
he would have nothing to do with it? -

FEyan: Who?

Bovd: Pat. ¥

Hyan: I don’t know him. I wouldn’t know him if he walked in the
door.

Boyd: But his reaction back was he would never do anything with
that bloke again.

Ryan: Yes, that's right. I't came from Edwards first. He said,
There is a fellow called Gary Boyd in this operation. We won’t
have him at any price. Well, look, I don’t want to say anything
to you that I am not permitted to say even by the bov.

Boyd: I'm going. I told Gary I wasn’t getting dnto 8.P. and al
that shit. We’ll just score a few for Jim and someone picks the
other money up and if we end up with half a dozen pubs. ...

Ryan: Well, I’'m glad 3 idn’t now. I'm surprised at this
business.

Boyd: I think you will find we have a pretty good track record.
Ryan: That’s right. It has embarrassed me. I fecl I've let
everyone down. I can’t believe what happened at the weekend.

Boyd: Knocking Wenty off?

Ryan: Yes, but the other one as well.

Boyd: What the name.....and that was the end result. ...

Ryan: I will be given some reasons this week.

Boyd: I'll be interested to find them out.

Ryan: I just deal with the one person. I'm losing credibility. My
person said he is too.

Boyd: My attitude is this. The last weak copper I knew was ny

father. Coppers are all in business for themselves these days.
Frank (Hakim) lives in their pocket. He 1is down there every
Saturday.

Ryan: Only hope you have with him is someone wiil turn hi
pacemaker off one dav. i

Boyd: (OfRE SRSy e R e e Themasl, when he was in
eizanrEer DS dmm e ke ausms Qi bives Hengtows Pruas- 22 erT YT wE
them™ time, and the day before it wae auoe s ooenyeihomas.said. it
O 3 ke (e i v § :

.
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Ryan: Jim went to the court this wmorning to Find out why his
other jecinl was knocked ovor.
Boyd: Yeah, he’s had cover there for four

.ater - Gary Boyd to Ryan. Ryan tries to tell him why they were
rian

{The
be
will

is

i
nan.

Rnecked off. Gary has already spocken tc Brian.

Boyd: John was in touch today and he was called in by Robert Yuen

last night and he was told that we didn’t get the go, that he

didn’t get stopped. It was Just to stcp me getting in.

Ryan: There’s been another sensational development in this

business. It’s just unbelievable what's happened.

Boyd: Not my name again, I hope.

Ryan: If you want revenge, it’'s now staring us in the face, and

it's thrown evervone into a flap.

Boyd: No, I don’t want revenge.

Ryan: If I tell you this, you can’t tell The Secretary. You can't

tell no one. I must have your word on that. Well, I don’'t know

what’s going to happen. It concerns the same fellow. It's come

out of the blue from Robert, but the people no(w) are so high up

are involwed. This  fellow Robert, unbeknowns to ne, accidently

lives nexﬁ’to a judge, and the judge now wants to see me.,

Boyd: Yeah, that figures.

Ryan:...says this 1is a disgraceful turnout. He said, Who is this

fellow <called Watson? He said, I want to talk to vou about this.

He said, $1’ve a good mind to speak to N about it, and he put N

there, with me.

Boyad: That’s a bit over :'yv head. I don't want to get involved in

that. 3

Ryan: So I said, You had better put the brakes on there until you

and I have had a long talk, because what will happen is if this

thing blows wup, I can tell you what, Mr Watson won’t survive s I

because he’ll start getting orders. The trump will start getting

orders, I want that fellow out. That’s what’s going to happen if

this fellow starts saying anything. So, I, ah, all of us are

going to get the backlash. I cannot understand...

Boyd: Pat will ride it out for sure. They’ll just make hinm

survive.

Eyan: They can’t do that, if anybocy decided. You know why now.

There is a new head of the Public Service Board. This man is all

powerful. You see there are three vctes n ded for these people.

He's got twe of them. That's the fucki end of that. I think

Robert must be mad. I've always found him so close-mouthed at the

races.

Boyd: He is, he is. What is he complaining about? Just because he

didn’t get a go.

Ryan: Neo, he's complaining about the way he’s been treated down

there. And he’s paid the money. He keeps paying the moncy and

they keep cutting his throat.

Boyd:{ 'Yeah, but I think that'’'s primarily responsible for them

coming in the other night. They just cleared the table and put it

all in their pockets. Remember when I told you the night they

came in and took eight grand and they only declzred 460. Well

this is it - they’ve Just been doiug that all the time, wmaking a

welter out of it.

y then discuss passport matters. 2yan says that they have got to

careful of the judge taking any actica, because although Watson
roll, they’ll probably all roll down the hill together. Boyd

{

2c
1

rio

suggests Jthat Ryen finds out where the Previous occupier of the Wenty

now operating and send someone around there to Lhave 'a chat with

) L}






Morgan rings DBob England. Tells :
the Commenwealbth ™ Peries o night., Engiand reads nis letter
that has been drafted out for his snswer to his department. Bob teils
Morgan that it looks like his relircment is imminont. :

s B Sdvar £ Bl SNm S s atEr sl
W d L ldNMe Tae Llddl o Freport IrTon

6 April, 1880 - SMH article claimed that “he Department of Immigration was
trying to cover up the racket. The department had refused to call in
the Federal Police. South Koreans. Four solicitors. Co~operation from
within the Department. '

In to Morgan from Col. STD. Talk races and also that tho boys in blue
in Canberra tried to prove that some signatures were forged. Mention
about the IKorean cases. A11 the files that have been investigated
prove to be OK. Morgan has checked with the Korean ceses. All have
been finalised except two or three.

9 April, 1980 - John Yuen rings Morgan. Discuss about a man named similar
to Lewis ‘being over in America at the moment. Talk about that dental
fellow (Poan). Talk about meeting and discussing the dental chap, Jjob
offers and if he.talks English.

Morgan rings Choi. Wants the refrigerator mechaaic to be taken around
the places so @as he can not say he has not worked there. Mentions
about Xim John Ock’s file being with the Special Investigation
section. Also mention about.a man named Tang Bwang Bang whom they are
worried about, togeths. with a man named Kwon for whom they have
another job coffer.

Morgan rings Choi again to obtain Kwon'’s full name, as he will be
speaking to someone today ab.out hinm. Kwon has Just completed a welding
course at Newcastle. '

In to Morgan from Bruce Miles. Morgan wants to knrnow what has happened
to Dibb. Also that .uen's case 1is on Monday

and they arrange a
conference about this mattor

Morgan rings Choi. Talk about the Koreans and their false work
recerds. Bang comes from South America. Ock comes from Iran. They

think Bang is the weak link if questioned as he will always tell the-
truth.

Bob England rings Morgan and tells him that the Ceck file is still with
the SRB and he cannot get to it. Englan has left the Immigration
Department. Sounds just about to crack with all the pressure. England
mentions the journo’'s name who is muck raking in the Herald paper.
Bang and Kwon are mentioned and England inquires if Morgan has had any
further contact with the idiot in Newcastle, James. Morgan cannot get

the report for England. He has been told to wait another day.

Morgan rings Bill Lee. He tells BDill about the tax men maeking
inquiries about some files. The discussion 15 that a lot of files that
Morgan and Lee have handled do not have 1Lee’s name thereon. Lee
mentions about Mak Shukri’s boock Ffor stamping. Morgan is having it
sent to him. Lee tells Morgan to keep his eye out for the Poon matter.

Morgan rings Jim Mason =-:d talk aboul an
in particular. Bang will have to
1]

Frn— ¢ S U . -0 T T 4 Ay A , . 1
10 April, 1980 (7) Morgan rings Murk durray at heme. Mark is crook but

ad in the paper for one Asan
get a Jjob.
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Ligdlal: .

tells Morgan that he is goiig cut to see that fellow boduv. Morgoan

3 1 1 1 § T - ‘o o~ s CRETY “-‘ - - i -

tells  Mark that ne has heard some news thet as Inswvector Lawb and a
k

squad of 9 other police are ¢
Morgan has advised some of the

EEEREECIIEC S Further conversation a5 to  ow Morgan advised the
Koreans and what money he recelved for thhat work. Morgan ls véry
concerned about this investigation.

Lo investigate lhe RKorean situation.

norcans. Dk tevpatie

Morgar out to Norman Wong. Woug has nct for
his father. He wants to see Morgan aboutb er.

Mdorgan rings Bruce Miles. He tells Druce that Mark Murray is going to
find out for him and he is going to ring him at lunch time. Morgan
advises that the legit Korean organisation should write to the
Commonwealth Commissicner of Police. Morgan wants to take Bruce with
him to Penrith. He tells Bruce about Pearson flying the coop and
cannot be located. Bruce is going te see ‘Archie’ at the station at
North Sydney and then Morgan will collect Bruce there at 10.15am.
Morgan is worried that the Secretary of the Immigration Department
might hand everything over to the Commonwealth Police and that’s why
Morgan wants to take Bruce Miles with him to Penrith, so they can keep
talking about it, looking for loop-holes that can be covered up. Bruce
will ring back soon.

Morgan out te Jim Mason. Talk about races, then about the man Bang.
Morgan is worried about thig person. Tells Mason that if he is spoken
to about this matter, tell them tha: you have consulted a solicitor
about the matter. Bang has not gone through yet and they might be
having a look at it. Morgen then talks about another thing called
‘Watchmecallit’. Mason has not put it through as yet. Morgan is very
worried about that. Morgan makes him promise that he won’t do anything
about it until he works cut a plan of attack. Mentions a Cordon Smart
or ‘Gorder’s Smart’.

and 12 April, 1980 - Morgan rings Bruce Miles at home. Sounds very,
very worried. Mentions to Bruce tl:at there is an inquiry going on into
the Korean matter. Mark Murray has rung up to tell Morgan all of
{thi]s information.

Yorgan rings Mark Murray at home and Mark again tells him about seeing
the fellow out "there. Morgan is still worried. Wants to see Mark and
tell- him everything that he has done in this matter. Mark tells him
that a problem is that they do not know what they have, but a2lso tells
him that he does not think that there is any ‘sweat in it’. One of
Morgan’s big worries (is) that if the Koreans are questioned and told
‘Look here, tell all or you will be deported’ they might say anything.
Morgan wants them to have a fairly good treatment when they are
questioned so as to cause no problems. Also wants the Korean church
leaders to be told about person’s rights and for them to tell their
flock(s) about their rights. ¢

Morgan rings Mark Murray again at home £ if Bob England
hes had a mention. Answer is no. From ‘he tone of Morgen’'s vcice, hLe

is still worried.

April, 1380 - Mark Murray rings Morgan at Lome. Yiorgen s&ys that Lhe is
tired as he has spent & ! {la
i
L

i

c {last night). He also
says that he spoke to the leacder of the comumitt
%o A 1o WSS . FNRE s 15 5 R o v i DY (T i I "hevisawtrworin
ol LU T W o S THemight-betnecaptaia of the oiner FeameEe Nt

L
tirs with Bruce Milaes

ce. MOSEFEEREE,
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Morgan speals to a Mr Costa and inlreduces himself as MriSafpf
solicitor. The talk about a tellow who will clean the refrigserator = a
- 1

{orean chap - at the Barreil and at the Carousel.

i o~

Morgan rings Choi and tells him to wara the cther people that if they
are spoken to not to say anythiag, or mnot to let on that they
understand English. Alsc waras that if the people get worried about
not answering, tell +them that they want a solicitor present when
questioned. Also warns not to say anytning until he (Morgan) sees Mr
Miles. .

Morgan rings Bruce Miles. Morga ils him that he has spoken to Choi.
Refers to him as President Park Choi or the President. Further talk
about the above conversation that he had previously with Choi. Morgan
inquires 1if it would be a g tdea to try and get interpreters on
side, or mnot. Bruce is asains! this as they would be bound to do the
Jjob properly.

et
-+
A

Morgan rings Choi. Morgan again warns him about being ready for

something to happen. Also asks him if he knows any of the
interpreters. To listen an keep his ear Lo tke ground. Tells him

abcut the appointments for the refrigeration mechanic at the Barrell
and the Carousel. So, if he is questioned he will know his duties and
where he has worked.

»

April, 1880 -~ In from Miles. ilorgan warns about the phone being bugged
and then laughs. Talk about Choi. Morgan tells him that although he
may have the K’s (Koreans),. he, Bruce has the T's (Turks). Then talk
about a Keith Bell giving job offers. Then talk abeut John Yuen's case
and that it would be a good idea to try and get some money for Mark
Murray also being at court on the day of the case and keeping his ear
to the ground, although not to take part of this case. Just be there,
eltc:

Morgan out to John Yuen. Tells him that Lruce Miles will be at court
for his case.

April, 1980 -~ Norman Wong rings Morgan and they discuss a letter that
Norman’s father has sent him and he will ring Morgan when he gets it.
Morgan rings Choi. Tells “im he wants to have a meeting. Choi tells
him that he thinks he has a heart problem at the present time. Morgan
inquires if the fridge mechanic turned up to clean out the fridges.
No. Morgan goes crook at Choi over this.

Morgan rings Vic Bates. Speaks about Vie setting up a slaughter yard
for killing kangaroos for human consumption. Talks about job offers to
Koreans that Bates has given. Morgan warns him to say nothing if he is
questioned etc.

Morgan out to Lee’s see iim about all cutstanding

matters,

La
O
by,
=
)
@
=
v
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from Bruce Miles to Morgan.
vi and discuss matters...
urither talk ,about John Yuen's

going to meet
act Choi’'s.
Murray was
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azouc the Panca Restkaurant and the facot

In from Bob England. S»ne:
that there is no investigatiosn inic L by the Commonwealtl,

vMorgan rings Mark Murray st home. ST o G S0 27§ ol 1
iiole: geﬁhfnﬂ the IREONETPOIINERGME®. Talk about Lhe B8 perscuas from the
Pando who were charged. Morgan also telis Macrk that there is plenty of
money wround for the invesiigations he makes over there.

Morgan rings Bruce Miles... Morgan tells him what Mark Murray told him
about the Department only wanting the persgons from the Immigration
Department in trouble, and that is wny they charged the Chinese. They
want one of [the] Chinese to c¢rack...

Morgan out to Bob England. Tells him what Chris Murphy has planned
about sending letters to all concerned about not being interviewed
unless a sclicitor is present etc.

April, 1850 - Morgan

0 to male (could be Bill Lee). Talks about the
investigation into the Immig

m
ation Department.

April, 1980 - In to Morgan from Bruce Miles. Bruce wants Morgan to get
a list of all the files that were taken and under investigation.
Morgan thinks that he might be able to get the names later on.

Morgen wout to male. Further talk in relation to the immigration
investigation.

1

Morgan out +fo Chris Murphy’s office. Talk zbout the above situation
o t o]

i
and Murphy plans to write letters Fat
i} s - v . I . " = o - .
April, 1980 - Norman Wong wants to seo Moergan c¢n 13.4.80. Hyan agrees
to see him at his office. Morgan wants Wong to place an ad in the

paper.

regsse

&7}

April, 1880 -~ Morgan speaks to Choi. He
of Chow'’s to go to immigration.

Chol for the 52 names

T
Fy

Morgan speaks to Bill Lee and makes arrangements to see Chow at his
office.

Bob England rings Morgan about the Immigration Department
investigation.

Mark Murray speaks to Morgan. They discuss the fact that Canberra
officials came to the Department of Immigration and removed all the
Korean files,

Colin (probably Colin J. Smith) from the Immigration Department.

Speaks to Morgan. He is a bit concerned about the investigation at his
department.

April, 1880 - Morgan speaks to Bruce Miles. Thev are concerned that
ComPol might be on Miles’ phene.

Morgan makes arrangements to meet Yuen ot &, Lépn 20.4.80

Morgan speaks to Choi. More telk about certain immigration matters.

i SR [ A 1 : . y :
April, 1880 - More converszation with Yuen, Choli and others rao
i .



14 March, 1979 - Cessna and Milner were arrested on drugs charges.

March, 1979 - The selection committlee for the appointment of the new Chief
Stipendary Magistrate conducted interviews. About this time, Briese
says that he was approached by Farquhar and asked what he was like on
favours. He was asked if he would handle things discreetly for the
Premier.

31 March, 1979 - In to Morgan from Lionel Murphy.

.- -Murphy: How [is] this. bloke that is replacing Murray? Is he the
right fellow?

Ryan: Yes, you’re going to dine with him.

Murphy: He'’s a good fellow, is he?

Ryan: You’'re going to find out for yourself. We’d better not talk
about it now, had we?

Murphy: No, righto.

Ryan: It’11 be well and truly satisfactcry, I'd say...

10 May, 1879 - Briese attended a dinner at the home of Morgan Ryan at
which were present Murray Farquhar, Lionel Murphy and Merv Wood. Mark
Murray was to have attendz?, But was ill.

25 May, 1979 - Farquhar resigned as Chief Stipendary Magistrate.

7 February, 1980 - Murphy: Hello.
Ryan: I Jjust wanted ' to
call. You alone? l
Murphy: Yes.

Ryan: Well, don’t forget - Every little breeze.
Murphy: Rightio.
Ryan: Every 1little breeze to be told that those other.

simple, to three, when 1if ever and how's it going to be do
going to be...

Murphy: By whom.

Ryan; The Lush, or is it going to be the three, board of three.
Murphy: Yep, alright...

riake sure you were awake. This is a wake-up

..

It’s very
ne. Is it

BNEb ruary O geN=S e EI TS from
Federal Police) to Ryan.

Ryan: ++. Good news first. Lionel and I had lunch with Murray and he
had lunch with Briese. T only spoke to them and left. And Lionel said,

“Tell” "“that wmate “of yours that Don introduced us to that he’s got
friends in the right places if necessary.

Male:® Yezh, up in the magistrady:

male (probably associated with Australian

Ryan: Yeah. And ‘'you know, he was helped to get there, the fellow in
the Number 1 job (Briese). And he said, ‘Well, I'nm pretty right there.
I’'m not worried about that.? *Well”, I said, ‘I Just mentiomned it,

that's =all.”?



(Summaries}: :
Ui February, " TI980™ T T PossibTe dSsoecietion between Morgativandmunkaownenal &
¢ person T in “Victorimm@who  had connections with the Australian Federal
Bodgree~and —with-=Jack-Whelanrand Den Thon s ITEeussed-the Si@sbubed: it p
ofgmtiveswTask"Force, appointment of Clarrie Briese and Morgan having an

interasidme-i™"the charges  1aid by the Commonwealth 1H relaticon to Dr
Hameiri.
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Ah, hello Bob,

000
Do you want a drink?
I wouldn't mind a beer.
A cold beer please. The good news first. A mate of mine we
had lunch ... nothing was said of course but he said Len years
was up. He's there if you want to know anything.
Oh, vear - what over this Greek thing.
Yeah.
I think I'm coming out of that alright
Well that's what I was ... Murphy.
I think they're just er ... 1 think they've tried their
hardest to squash it politically - they can't, or haven't been
able to so far. Perhaps now they are going to try and fight

the thing on the legal grounds but I think they're finding out
they're having a hard battle there too.

Don - I just want to say this o you. You undoubtedly would
know about 1it. You know a‘out four years ago 1...the
Assistant Consul ... Consul thers for Korea asked me take on a
job of 1looking after about eighty of these Koreans. I
finished up, you know, Commonwealth Police and everyone else
in the investigation. I just want to tell vyou what a fucking
nightmare it has been. I earnt about three hundred dollars
from each client you know. This fellow here is a real...
fellow.

I don't know who he is.

He was 1in a...

That was at a time I don't think I was in the enquiry

- wasn't
that ... at a time when er
That's enough thanks - only the one
Where at Immigration?
Yes — you know I have just been screaming in there because -
you know it is still going on. You know they paid into a fund
and then they had a committee running. A1l the committee had
to be paid, then the employment officer had to be paid. I
finished up with about three hundred dollars. And you know

how long I've been working on it. Three and a half fuckin'

N68
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veurs and the only reason why 1 left ..... I didn't want the

thing to blow up in my face - 11ke you know - the papers print
things.

Yeah, but didn't that all turn out - that..
Yeah, 1t all turn out clear....

Yeah that was my....

I'm still left with bludgers.

Oh, I see

That's what I am getting at. You know - how unfair it all can
be. I had to be very careful that I didn't get a wrong brand

on me for something I was doing that I wanted to. I just
happened to mention it ag«in because here I am still playing
with 1it. You know trying to help people. I am....in that
Department. You can't do anything really crooked. A1l you
can do 1is get a hand o~ priority. You know you put an
application into transfer, t%en the fellow gives you a sheath
of papers of what he can d«¢. Then you submit him?

Yeah

You know - that comes with in the category that gets you into
the country. I mean nobody has gqot a false rubber stamp
under... says give us 3 grand and I'11 stamp it.

No, no.....

It is clear. ...

Look as far as - I wasn't in it but as far as....I do
remember. ...

It was all clear

I thought it came up because people or the complaints that
were initially made was that your clients were getting
priority or preference by the Department. . ..

Yes, that's right
I think that was the basis of the whole thing

Well they did get some preference because what happened at the

time. What you call it was a mate of mine in charge of ASIO
up there.
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Ha - 1 don't know too many of those

Well he was a mate of -
Remember it is an offence to disclose an ASIO agent

Oh (laughter). wWell 1 won't disclose ., But anyway 1 knew him
and I knew a lot of fellows and all we did was get was known
as a 'lTask Force' they called it

Yes, yep

What 1 wanted to ask you here today, you can either say yes or
no or tell me anything. You know to prove what I say. Only
thing I can say to you - you are a mate of Jack WHELANS I
think he's a fellow that would vouch for me - my word,
There's a fellow, a Doctor Hamurai in Surry Hills

What nationality mate”

He's an Australian do-tor as far as I know. I have never seen
his head. A Sergeant Cooper is looking after the cunt. I
understand there are ‘wclve to fourteen Medibank charges .
There's no Sergeant COOPER in my place

Commonwealth Police - Sergeant COOPER I thought .

Oh wait awhile - he might be he might be one of the lads; I

have got six lads up from Canberra. He's not one of our -
what I say Sydney based operators. We have got so far behind
with all those that he's - we have got six extra men from
Canberra - he's quite ... could be one that.

Well - I know that this Commonwealth is not 1like the State
force all I can tell you is I have been offered a huge sum of
money if I can do anything for this fellow. I don't ....1

thought I'd only mentioned it - you might say - Oh no I don't
want anything to do with it and leave it with me.

No - well that's wmy attitude really. I'm not interested in
that sort of thing mate. Er - the o0ld doctor thats on he
Medibank fraud. I don't know the case firstly but secondly I
would not interfere with anything like that. It is bloody

hard enough to get them anyway. He would be far better off to
take his chances.

Well that is what I thought. Really... because the fellow was

& close friend of mine and "well in" in the medical profession
I just said, you know. ..
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No - that's not my line of business mate - I'm not - I've gone
too far living on my salary now to be bothered trying to pick
up extra money thal uwasy. If 1T want moncy I go and work for
it.

Mm No - I'm quite sure the lads involved.. . Oh they wouldn't be

in - I agree with you. 1It's just that look I just thought, I
Just took the chance

Well his other chance of course 1is to approach the Health
Department.

But they're screaming

They've done that ... They have done that with us on the past
where some form of settlement has been worked out on a on a
the basis of ... .I'm trying to think of the section of the

Act the way it s worded. There is a section of the Act where

they can make & reconciliation and that has been the finish of
it.

A pay back

Virtually a pevback, vyeah. That fellow who started Valentine
Health Studios, he was into them for about three million
dollars on the scheme being there that every member got a work
up -~ bloody pathology, full pathology examination. He skipped
to the States and was going blind with glaucoma for which
there is no cure, did a reconciliation with the Department and

they pulled us off and now he's back and running with a couple
of new Pathology services.

Is he in fact a doctor?

Yes - not Eggleston but he is an American doctor that's been
practising.

I wonder how we. ..

But that was under the section of this reconciliation
business. They dropped the three million dollars because it
was gonna ... 1t was too hard to get into, wvirtually. But
then there were other couple of hundred thousand dollars in
their false claims in other areas, but they did a

reconciliation with them and that was it. The brief was just
taken back on us.

But who would have that authority?

-
-
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DI Well that's the Health Department themselues who
MR The Commonwealth Health Department
DT Yes - because they are the people responsible for the claim.
So these ones... with your client, would be offences back

before the Medibank Private before the funds sort of split so
they would sti1] be the responsibility of the Health

Department .

MR There's about fourteen. But my inclination; my effort for
that... I did with Bruce Miles.

D7 I know Bruce. Yes.

MR Well Bruce acted for — he produced this fellow Prakash.

DT Oh yes {ie Indian fellow. Well-he's what commiited for trial
now or finished.

MR Oh - he i< {fixed up.

DT 8h ves following...yeah it was him and his brother wasn't it.
es.

MR No, only him.

DT Yes he employed his brother - as his secretary or something -

there were two of them in it.

MR All I know is that the Health Commission seemed to be
absolutely screaming to get him.

DT I don't know the case because I have just handed those over
and they go over over to the Squad and they deal with them but

if there 1is any value involved 1in it I would think that I
would have heard about it.

MR Well this fellow (Hamurai) apparently only got fourteen
charges.

DT Has he been charged?

MR Yes - the thing in for mention apparently in a few days. he

has got this fellow Einfield apparently appearing for him.
DT What the QC? Yes.

MR And it is just a case of you visited the patient too long or
all sorts of things. But I mean - you'd get the patient in
take a statement from him.

- —0
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Yes. That is the normal procedure.

But they have had somebody else go and see three of (these
witnesses who say that they were stampeeded 1into making a
statement. They said well if you don't come clean with us

we are gonna we are going to deal with you. They got
frightened, this dis what three of them say, not that that
means anything to you or I. But I Just know - just that the
of fer was so good 1 could not refuse thinking about it.

No...I

But I can see your point - you are beyond the river of no
return. You're not gonna be party to that..

Well mate, I have never been interested in that sort of thing
- 1t ds just too bloody hard to live really. You know I just
prefer to do my job and if someone beats me in court well they
bloody well beat me in court, but they got to take me to court
to beat me. You know and I don't ... I'm not interested now
anc | wasn't interested before. But you know if I wanted to
get into that sort of thing I would probably could have got 1in
witl: Krahe and Kelly and all that team, I am not involved.

You know, vyou remember we were talking in here 1last time.
About Frank Nugan.

Oh yes, suicide yeah '

Well I

I think he had troubles at home with his misses, I've been

told as well, although I think the family denies that but I
have heard. ..

Well if he had anything to do with anything to do with being

in drugs or anything. I am a shocking judge at everything.
My opinion

His bank may well have been tied up in moving money and things
like that. See they are offering they were offering about a
two per cent better rate overseas for some reason or other.
But whether that has that has got anything to do with his
demise here I don't know. He was..he and his brother were
both...oh, there were a prima facie case found and they were

to. come up in May and they were going to defend it in the
lower court.

There should have been no prima facie case against him.
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No but 1 would think if if they were going to defend it in the
Touwer court they would have pretty good case in rebuttal.
Normally vou would not go to a lower court to fight something

in a committal - it dis an unusual situation as far as I am
concerned .

Well they sacked ... Corporate Affairs struck the one councel
and then put this fellow Hyatt.

Yeah he's er ... that's the fella with the goaty beard, idisn't
it? Hyatt

Yeah

I met him in Canberra a few years ago. I don't know the man
really. With all the judges that have come out of Commissions
and enquiries that the state government have appointed maybe
he's an...next in line for the bloody Supreme Court.

Yes, that's what they all aim for. They all get up there.
They all aim for that well what about this. I will just ask

vou this because 1T may not have chance again. They're
thinking about, I, I, do do a bit of work for the Chinese.
They are thinking of changing - and I know you are the top man

on that. Well that is what everyone says.

I have got a few successes there. Doesn't take me to the top
very quickly

Well they say that you were the only one who could look them
and, and know the answer... Tell you what these Koreans

Yeah I wasn't involved in that

I know sure ... but I do some work for them now I think they
are going to relax the policy again. At the moment you can't
do any work for them.

What as far as representing them

Well - you could represent them I mean ... It's no good ... I
think vyou'd know this - it 1is no good representing these
people and charging them a fee when you don't have any
success. There is too much talk, rumour, talk of all sorts,
how figures have trebled and ... It is not worth 1it. See

what happened was they changed the policy meaning that nobody
that came here could transfer over....

What from the old story of

Tourist
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D1 Visitor, touricst overstay get a job. I think they are still
processing people along those lines but are they... are they
prior June

MR I've got two or three. Only a few. There's no processes from
what ... You know how old the cases are - three vears. I have
got three there that are nearly three years old. You 3Jjust
never get a bloody result - it just goes on and on.

D1 So that stopped ... what does that mean, since anybody

applying since last June 1is virtually out of the gate
automatically. They won't process.

MR They won't process anybody.

MR I think you got to be a mother and father, brother and sister.

DY Oh yes this family reunion thing

MR But, the whisper is that this may be relaxed again in a couple
of months. And I only want to do some of the work as
individual work. Always particularly with this work if you
just ... You look at the fellow's background and you just say
well I accept it. They're not there to investigate it.

DT That's the applicant you mean.

MR Yes the applicant because the applicant comes along and

produces produces a sheath of papers that could be bloody well
forged or not genuine or anything else.

DT Well, that is his look out then. ...

MR Yes, but you still got to be bloody careful handling it. The
second thing is that you got to get... you've got to be able
to get things done. I once had an interview with McKellar

over the business of these fellows and you know what he said
to me...he said, Bruce and 1 were seeing him because he came
from Bruce's electorate where he was running one of the

branches. He said, "I cannot understand why anybody would use
a lawyer in connection with my Department".

DT Yeah -~ I think he said that somewhere in the public area too.
MR I said to him but what... and this 1is what I said to him,
"Mr McKELLAR lawyers...you are either going to have them or

get rid of them."

DT They're tradesmen, they're plumbers or whatever yeah

<]
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MR "What difference is your Department to the Department of Trade
or any other Department. What makes it so special. Oh, he
said, because it is so simple." That's how bloody stupid he i< .

DT Was this following the Korean thing.

MR This was when it was on.

DT Oh

MR I got asked to appear for...to look after another batch of
them which I refused to do because I could not stand the the
bloody worry of it - but when you deal with the Chinese
community they are people of their word.

DT Yeah - I find the Chows would be migrant-wise the good ones,
are great. They are no trouble, they keep out of the normal
types of trouble the police come involved with anyway . The
majority of them are great.

MR There's one of the things that I find - one of the things that
you got to able te do is what I did before -~ that those

fellows they all seem to be petrified in that bloody
Immigration Department. I mean - it must have a history of...

DT Well they have come under review quite a few times.
MR Don - what, I keep asking, what they can do
DT What they can do within the Department.

MR All they can do. I tell vyou what they can do. They can look
at a thing I suppose like you can look at a statement and give
someone the benefit of the doubt. That 1is about the only
thing they can do because everything they do here has
virtually got to go to Canberra and so help me God there is
two or three fellows up there, they ought to be down there and
working under you for three months to tell them what 1life is

all about.
DT Mm, I think the process
MR I just don't want to get involved if it's that bloody's hot.

Because if I get involved I want to be able to get things done.

DT Yes, I don't know whether it is all that hot in that sense but
I think their own system leaves it as what you say. What can
they do, they can give them the beneift of the doubt because
all the allegations in the past when we locked up the ex—Hong
Kong policeman. .. Ip the interpreter down there. He was
pulling money. (Voice: Ip, John 1Ip)

-
A
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He was picking fellows up and letting them go if they paid
wasn't he?

Well that was ... that was the start of it he was picking on
the ... on the people who had been declared Pro Imms and then
having them pay money to him and then they were processed for
permanent residence and that was working but the system
allowed that or it to happened because of this benefit of the
doubt . Anything that was adverse was never, ever recorded, of
you follow me, never ever recorded on the files. The file
eventually was put up for signature as a 'this man should be
accepted'. That was the scheme that Ip was using, now whether
he was manipulating within the Department or not.

Wasn't he in the Special Branch.

Special Reports Branch, yeah.

But how could he possibly put, how could he ... I can't see
how he could do that.

Well in those days, I believe, it has probably changed now
because they did change the staff. Yes but ... the the
The bad reports come from special Reports. You see the normal
applications would go through and Special Reports might never
ever see them. It is where there is some doubt there's some
irregularity is found it goes to Special Reports for
investigation. So that if Ip in his capacity in Special
reports whilst he was employed as an interpreter he was acting
as a field officer. If ... If he found, he obviously he knew
because he had people scouting out these people, he could then
arrange that there would not be any adverse reports because he
was the officer who was going to put the report on if it was
going to be adverse, So when you get down to the... to the
I don't know whether they have a quota system of how many
the can bring in or bring out...if there were fifty
applications went up for signature at the same time his number
in amongst them with no adverse reports are exactly the same’
as any legitimate application where no money has been paid.
Where I was so dirty on him was that he was virtually standing
over them finding them and saying, "All right ... if you don't
pay its back to Hong Kong tommorrow what do you want to do."
Now you know that is just bloody blood money.

But now what you do now is - a fellow comes and he fills in a
form - they call it a Form 47 which his whole history is set
out.

Yes, I think that has always been the case. I don't know what
the number of the form is or anything like that but. ..

i
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But then he has got to produce his references as to what he
does and then that's all sent back to Hong Kong checking.

They go that far now. (voice: can you hear that)
My bloody oath. It goes back to Hong Kong for checking.

That must have come out of that Ip idnvestigation because I
know prior to that they didn't

Oh well it all goes there for checking and then it comes back
clear. Now one of .. one of the tricks naturally is that vou
can't do any good with Hong Kong because that is a straight

out, you know, I have got no one in Hong Kong I could ring up
or anyone like that.

No.

But 1 impressed on the fellow that unless this ﬂhing comes
back 100 percent - you're a cooked goose because if they write

a bad report against you, you have gone. Well then the only
other thing. .. .

And even these people here if they were involved, couldn't

change that adverse report because it is on... it 1is coming
out of Hong Kong to ... I suppose Foreign Affairs would do it.
Oh yes they have got their own men there ...but then one of

the things is Don that when the thing...but one of the tricks

here is too you have got to be set they've gotta be set up in
a position that fulfils what they say they are.

In Hong Kong

They can't say they're a chef they can't say they are a chef
here like we're got a c¢hef here say, in this restaurant here
if in fact the fellow is a kitchen hand

Yes I follow that

I think this is what probably this fellow used to do. They
would go around and check up - is he working at this place.

They go in and check up. No he's not the bloody chef — he's
only the bloody kitchen hand.

Yeah, but here before they weren't allowed to work they had to

put up this bond money or something that they could afford to
live without working.

Y
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Oh well that's what they do now anyway . This 1is how it
works . Then if they are accepted they have to get  a

Commonwealth Police clearance.
That's only on criminals.

An AS10 police clearance and that is the end of the section.
But if a fellow replies he doesn't get bloody well seen, even
if he is a million percent and he has got everything in his
bloody favour and he don't get seen for over three years.

After they make this application
Yeah

Well that would go towards him though wouldn't if he has got
three years residency.

But he has got a wife.

Oh the wife is back there.

A wife to come over here. 1It's still it is alright for people
like us who get out of bed every morning.

Yeah, but they can't bring their wives until they get their
residence, ‘

They have got to get their residence and the wife has then got
to be cleared and all sorts.

Well the wife gets it automatically then on the husband

- or
she did.

I just can't see what what under the present system what they

do wrong down there. They're terrified of the Commonwealth
Police.

Oh well I hope I keep then that way. (Voice: their terrified)

I wanted to try ... I wanted to try and get in there but... I
mean thats what's gonna you know, usually in any other place

lawyers everyday go down to Central Court and pull things on
and puts things off and....

Well McPhee is the new minister there - isn't he? McKellar

has gone to some other post and McPhee is going in there or he
is in there now as the Minister. He'd. ..

<07
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MR See I put it to you bluntly, all I am worrying about is that a
fellow gets up and all of sudden get things rolling and gets
and starts getting things done ... if immediately the first
thing they say he must be slinging.

DT Maybe if you can get any public servant off his arse mate er...

MR But I mean vou fellows surely don't investigate these phases
do you unless there's a complaint. That's what I'm told

Does there have to be a complaint from an individual or a
complaint from the Director

DT HWe er
MR That's all I am worried about.
DT We only act on complaints - I have got I think about thirty

men left out of a hundred odd I should have. They are all

bloody out on this bloody gold bullion theft last night at the
moment. Now as far as anything else goes

MR Jesus Christ
DT "There is bugger all left in the office but we .. we normally
only, as you say, get a ... the complaint usually goes to the

Director of Immigiration or the Minister or to a member of
Parliament who immediately goes to the Department and then the
Department usually do an enquiry themselves - look at it and
then once they are convinced that it 1is not a departmental
matter, that it may be criminal matter, then its sent back to
us vep and then I have got to find men to do it.

MR And then well then it silly for fellows to think that they are

completely under scrutiny and they are hated by the bloody
Commonwealth Police all the time.

DT I don't think that is really the position. You see on the
last occasion we received the complaint or the brief from the
Department of Immigration to do it and that was involving IP
and we did do surveillance work on them on the section because
we didn't really have IP iddentified at that point din time.
Now out of that may well have come the thought that they are
uncer constant something and now there 1is some woman been
arrested over this. But I said "I couldn't .. I said no
sensible policeman would know that she 1is some woman been
handin' out false documents?

DT Oh, Angie-yeah. Well they might be paranoid at the moment
because of that. You see the argument..the story then was

g
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that was she working with the Immigration Department. But the
evidence does not show that all. The evidence just shows that
she's collecting money, her and the boyfriend. That doesn't

involve any departmental officer at all but initially of
course, the story that she was telling around the traps was
that I am working for the Immigration Department.

But she did work for them as an interpreter or something.

Yes, but not as an dimmigration officer. You see if you want
an interpreter - if you get a Norwegian in and you want to
talk to him in his own language you go and hire a bloody
interpreter. No she wasn't an official employee in that sense
in that she was part of an Immigration section or anything,
She was ... If she did interpretations she did them as a
free-lance interpreter. Sought of thing ... Come 1in, they
want to talk to you - I'll take you in and interpret for
you." That sort of thing. What she was telling the pecple
around the traps was "I work for the Department of Immigraiion
and I can fix this because I am within the Department" So
that may have got everybody jumping up and down at the -i:e.
Of course that is part heard at the moment because they dor't
do anything to enhance their image, probably because ti4is
paranoid attitude you say they have got at the moment in tnat
they become very unco-operative so you immediately think, why
the bloody hell are they being unco-operative if they have got
nothing to do with it. That's probably our paranoia.

Are they unco-operative are they, I thought the fellow who was
handling her used to work down at what you call its game in
Goulburn Street.

Who's that

This girl Angie whatever her name is.

Well there was another fellow who's hit the toe
Gone out to town

Yeah
1t finished really with the money

Oh yeah, yeah but again he was outside the Department. What I
mean is that it explains this the attitude of a lot of people
down there that they're they are on their guard immediately

you try and get any information which tends to make us think
why the bloody hell....

[/- -~
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I'Tl tell vyou another thing that 1 do think happens Lo them

down there. A lot of a 1ot of people go in there of fering
money to get things done.

Yeah, well. ...

But the system, of course, doesn't allow them to do it unliecs

they are gonna be really corrupt and they couldn't Jlast thrce
months .

H'mm, well

The way I look at it - because I have just done this work and
I am just trying to....

Well, they have had so much of reputation I think Morgan for
so long. Going back vears I think ... 19 ... evern back as
far as 1964 there was some quite large investigziions into
members of the Immigration Department. It didn't get anywhere

but, you know, as long as ... as 1long ago as that. 7 did that
one in 1974 or 75 and again in Angie the latest on:¢ - that was
last year. S0 you know there is always a 1lot of stories

circulating because as far as the Chinese comnurity were
concerned she was an Immigration official, she was working for
Immigration officials. But she could. ...

But in your dealings with these orientals Don, don't yvou find
like I have found that these these Koreans like this fellow
who has come from a very good family and is a pretty wonderful
fellow - they whisper and inform exaggerate

We find that happens anyway

I was bloody sick of them while that bloody business was on -

I can tell you. And I was just being worried about absolutely
nothing.

H'mm. Yeah well, again I suppose that was a rub off of the
reputation, I suppose. The general reputation of the
Immigration Department is not good.

You know such as he fixed up_ the papers for me which has been

an absolute... fucking like, I wouldn't even know how to do it,
Yeah but I don't ... well... going back to that enquiry wasn't
the ... wasn't that the crux of the whole situation that the

the people that you were representing their papers were

presented properly and quickly and that was the reason that
they were getting priority.

v
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Yes, that's right. We had & Task Force but when T went
back... when 1 put my head in a@gain... because it is nol & bad
practice I can assure you. 1f you can handle it you get the
right blokes. Look they had it all charged at $2,000 that was
the maddist thing. The most we ever charged was 700 of which
I collected about 300 and then I have got a sheaf 1 would
like to show to the fellow who came and saw me that 1is that
fucking high of letters that no one paid at all. But when I

went back and said, ‘Oh Jesus it dis no ... too blcody
dangerous here now ... things you can't do ... you coulgn't
even look sideways. But that took some manipulating. that

poor little bugger that run then died of cancer since by the
way

Who was he with

He was with the Department of Immigration

Oh yes

I did get a Task Force to do it. With that Tesk Force it took
two and a half years. You present the form; they send over
and have the people to have interviewed ¢ ¢ they do an

overseas check and that takes two and a half years .

I didn't think they did overseas checks din those days, I
thought it was. ..

When they invent ... When I was involved with these fellows
they did

What year was that?

That was about 1974

Yeah, yeah, I did hear about it. But I didn't think they did
it then.

It all came out clean but...it was ... doing the stupid things
that was charged these fellows $1,000 - there were a couple of
them - and they were not doing any of the work.

Yeah. Well really I would see the advantage...to a solicitor
doing that sort of work would be the ... be getting the papers
together getting them in order ... make sure they are right
and then submitting them and that was the finish pardon. But
that would be ... pardon me...I had a very hurried hamburger

for lunch and the bloody thing it has started to come back on
me .

AR
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MR 1'm getting too o0ld to euven eat those bloody things these
days Alright 1 suppose there is nothing wrong with that. 1
know now ... there again.

DT Yes well I can't help with that but as I say as far as the

Immigration Department goes generally their general reputation
amongst the ethnics is not good but 1 can understand that
there might be a 1little bit of ... bias there anyway because

they are the people who are gonna throw them out if they catch
them out isn't it.

MR H'mm

DY Yes...yes. I suppose the best way to do it now mate is to
become a refugee form Viet Cong and Vietnam or something.” Buy
yourself a little boat and fly into Darwin Harbour

MR You know what's going to happen there yourself.
DT There's gonna be trouble
MR Oh Jesus is there going to be trouble ihey got down there

with a submachine gun at the bloody cambling school a few
months ago. You know about that one.

DT Well -~

MR I will tell you another feud. They took this fellow in from
Vietnam, got him a job in the Bank of New South Wales, the
Commonwealth Bank...he he was introducing their accounts - he

knocked off $25,000 of the bank's money and then they ...
someobody rang up another fellow to go bail for him at Central

and when the fellow put in to take the $5,000 out of his

savings account it wasn't there - he had already knocked that
off too.

DT There's a bit of irony_in that one

MR They say that that also was a put wup. There was seven

accounts with the money that had been deposited and withdrawn
on forged accounts but the fellows that had banked the money

they had drawn the money out, whacked that up knowing that
they could sue the bank for the money .

DT Yes - the bank's responsibility
MR Oh I believe they are ... they are absolutely unreal.

DT Well they are going to set themselues up here alright.
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And there ... see Ww are getting every thief and his bloody
brother in there apparently or a great percentage of them

Yes - 1 dare say there is a few who will or probably quite s
lot of genuine refugres

These fellows are all from Vietnam.

Yes -~ there are a 1lot of stories surrounding them but
politically we are going to have a lot of trouble with them as
far as street violence and you know because they have grown up
with it, it is the only way to settle an argument is to bloody

shoot him or knife him or do something silly with him. I
don't know what political party they are going to attach
themselues to. You know the Croats grabbed the Liberals and

the bloody Greeks have grabbed Labor or Labor has grabbed the
Greeks I don't know which is what there.,

You can't stop it make Don hey ... How are we going to hang
on to this country. There 1< only about Ffive million
Australians. How many kids have vou got - I have got three.

I heard a bloke when ... vesterday

The population. ...

Talking about that ... ves er (voice: Lamb get off the fucking
bull) conversation the fellow said I think it was 1in the pub,
I overheard the "oh you know we have got a Greek bloke working
down here with us now". He said 'Oh have you?' He said "Yeah
you know what he said to me the other day, he said, "you have
just about had this country without breathing it". Things are
so bad in the rest of the world. Greece is going into the EEC
now . And if you are a member country of the EEC there are
open borders. So the Pakis and the bloody 1Indians are
flooding into Greece now and they will be residents by the
time Greece 1is officially entered the market and then they
have an open road straight back to England where they came out
of a couple of vears ago. I don't know .how the Poms or the

rest of them are going to get over that - they'll have bloody
millions of them. Still...

I don't think Don, I reckon its a change for the world and
thats it. Anyway don't let me hold you up.

I have to go back mate I have got

Anyway I hope I didn't offend you but vou know I am just one
of these fellows thats
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Oh well

sav 1t

We will take it for what it was sald mate but you know 1 am
really I am not interested in that sort of go at all

But anyway you've given me something that might be worthwhile
to hand on to tnis fellow

Yeah, 1 am sure he'd . have an idea of what the

reconciliation clause is all in there about because they have
done it before.

Reconciliation clause
Yep, that's for instance if he'd committed say three hundred

offences and they charged h.m with a token two or three, they
would than go back at him &and say right now under the two

hundred and ninety eight other charges you owe us - we have
paid you so much, you pay us and that is the end of the
story. Oh well in other ca-.e- they... the explanation is

Oh, I believe I am well I think there is a lot of publicity‘éﬁ
it particularly with the doctors going to this Tribunal on
wages, not wages, on fee setting and all this sort of

nonsense, I think NSW walked out but the Federal body were
going to give evidence.

Well look if I ever got ... If ever I got into this stuff and
I ever thought there was something stinky, providing there was

.nothing wrong can I get your advice then.

fMate - I am always ready to talk to people about anything but
,as I say the Immigration Department has got a bad name so if

you want to go into that area well - it is difficult. Because

... I ... personally if I got a brief on any of  them I would
not hesitate in ... 4in going ahead because of thiﬁjuirtual of
stand-over business., You either pay us or you're gonna go
back to bloody Hong Kong or lower VUenezuela or whereever else
you <come from and you know what the conditions are like
there. So I ... I really get uptight about that one.

Yes I know but say if everything everything is done, you are
just trying to wheel and deal a bit to get things done
providing there has been nothing criminal done nothing wrong.
Mate if there's nothing criminal done well. . ..

That is what I am talking about. . ..
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Well there is no problem - yeah - certainly no problem but
I mean I don't mean saying . going to you saying look this
fellow - 1 have given this fellow 8 grand or something and

this fellow a rubber stamp thatl's against the law what do I do
if you'll shut your eyes to that. I don't mean anything
stupid. But sometimes I. What I am talking about is you know
being unfairly dealt with. Because you see if 1 don't ... I
don't want to do ... to be able to start working that bloody
hard, 1 have a fairly good practice - This bloody 1legal
practice. This work can be fairly good you know and I don't

want to lose the the Chinatown I do other sort of work for
them.

1 know.. I would think there would be a lot of work for

I am telling you exactly as I've put in front of you today.
Look Mate if there is work to do there that you can do but you
A1l T want, I want to e able to say to you yes look I know
that case but all I ¢.d was ... I did get it a bit of bloody
bloody priority. Well Jesus what's a lawyer for

Yeah well - I don't see that's necessary as an illegal act.

See the main allegations that ever come up in relation to to
the Immigration Department

Oh you have told me in one sentence here today.

Is virtually this business of standing over if you want to get
it, this is what it is going to cost you. I dare say there

are a few people in the act who who take advantage of that and
rip off their own countrymen. And I dare say there are a few
down there... No

Dealing through the Chinese community I would say to them this
is the fee take it or leave it. You know

Oh yes well that's a legitimate exercise
I wouldn't be saying if you can't pay this.
No, no well ... that true that ... I know

Crimminal work
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Jesus some of our...I can tell you two QCs... well bugger you
you wanted to get business done this is what 1 want. You

take it or leave it but you'll go down the shute if I don't

handle 1it. It virtually same thing - not quite as bad though
and send a fellow back to

In a sense yes

No but I can see now what your ... what your point that 1s the

that is the very thing where they have made the mistake down
there,

Yeah
They see the chance - pay or else
That's ... that's usually the allegation that is made. Or has

been the allegstion in every case that I have ever had
anything to do with and I dare say it is still happening.

They ... they don't seem to select their staff with a great
deal of concern. A lot of these people are really held in
fear.... where then should ... if they were doing their job or
doing their job i a better fashion they'd ... they should

have more friende¢ down there than bloody enemies.
Yes - they have got a short small staff down there

Yes — well if it takes three years .. for a bloody application
to go through

There's a couple of bloody women down there that ought to be
taken out and...

Yeah but they are public servants, I supose.

I have been doing a little of it but not much lately vyou know
but just I wanted to be a bit armed but I can see your point

" now.

Yeah I think you would have to be very circumspect in you
know going into it on any ... any large scale anvway. Apart
from that that is the Immigration Department. I think McPhee
will make a lot of difference to it. He dis held in pretty
high esteem I think by everybody down there. I don't know I
don't know much about him but he is said to be a very good
minister. I don't even know what he was doing before.

Well he's a moderate. You got some balance. If you were a
lawyer though and had that interview that I did with McKellar
you'd just come out of the bloody place just roaring. To me

has was hardly wet behind the bloody ears this was the first
three
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months he was Ministier. No, do you know the real reason why I
am asking...the danger is that. .I know vou have had a name
with these people - the danger with these people is it

wouldn't matter what you do, you got to be so terribly careful
of what they will say.

Yeah the old

They'11l exaggeratie, They'11l lie, they'1l C they'1l1l
exaggerate moneys that is where 1 feel sometimes sorry for the
Immigration Department that 1is the only trickly thing 1in
handling it.

Yeah well the old tea money 1is a pretty a well established
practice where they come from. Say one thing wink wink, nod
nod... and they bloody tell a

Yeah well that's right

Yeah I knouww I understand they'll have some problems with
that. Anyway I will qo back to my gold bullion mate

Well that w:11 keep you busy - you'll get that won't you

I wouldn't mind it but

Anyway, no offence of course - I was glad I that I talk it
through

No its right mate

(voice over: They're coming out, Victor 1 to Victor 5)

MR

See you later

(voice over: They're just parting company now, I'm not sure if one
or both will come out, but they have just said goodbye)

DT

MR

DT

Bye bye. No mate about 150,000 odd grand last night from TaAa

They couldn't possibly they couldn't get away with that get
away with that

Of course they couldn't. They have more chance of getting
away with that than anything. [Voice over: have you got them

in right] Ten minutes over the gas stove mate and we could
never identify it.
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Sell it here, race up to Graces and give them half an ounce

at a time and you are in business.

A man sitting in there

talking about something but

some of them think of something OK. See you later

There you go.

~0

Bve bye

tan't

6















-

x 3

b X 3 X A3

= 3 X

X 3 X 3

»3

-2- 00004

crooked. All you can do is get a hand or a priority. You put an applicatiorn
sheath of papevs

intc transfer, then the fellow gives you a ~tell of

what he can do. Then you submit, \~m

Yeah

" cts
You know - that comes vithﬁthe category that ;Lts You into the country.
Nobody has got a false rubbeva- stamp under. Jhis which Soys heveS 3 S“th

and IVL glam
No, bo...

It is clear...

Look as far as -~ I wasn't in it but as far as... I do remember...

It was all clear
pecaws €

I thought it came up. A. pecple or the complaintsthat were initially made

was that your clients were getting priority or preference by the Department
Yes, that's right

I think that was the basis cf the whole thing

Well they did get some prele¢rence because what happened at the time. What you
call it was a mate of mine :n charge of ASIC up there.

Ha = I don't know too many of those

Well he was a mate of -~

Remember it is an offence to disclose an ASIC agent

) d\ﬁd al we dic
Oh (1aughter But anyway I knew him and I knew a lot of fellows who—alwaye
W

“wias
d—x&-«ha?jwas known as a 'Task Force' they called it.

Yes, yep wouid

Had I... here today. I,say yes or no or tell me anything. To prove wha

T Hhn
I say. Cnly thiag I can say to you - you are a mate ofJack WEELANS and he's
that woul

a fellow whe—wil} vouch for me - my word.

Bandlehigh (phonetic) in Surry Hills
What nationality mate?

There's a fellow, a Doctor

He's an Australlan doctor as r as know.
Pﬁr s look; "PV)c{ curt

A sergeanyd s
fourteen Medibank charges.

There's no Sergeant CCCPER in my place

Commonwealth Police - Sergeant CCOPER I thought.
of the lads,

I have never seer. his heagd.

./ I understand there are twelve to

ne ot
Ch wait awhile -~ it might be one. .t I havéisix lads up from Canberra. He's

not one of ours - what I say Sydney based operators. We have got so far behing

with all those that he's - we have got six extra men froo Canberra - he could
be one of them. s e i f

R Y, S R G AL S Tofsd
Well -~ T know that this Commonwealth..., all I can tell you is I have been
offered a huge sum of money if I can do_?nythinz for this fellov. I thouzh’
I only mention it - you might say ,a};//ell...l”' VR

RN PR LA

No - well that's my attitude really. I'm not interested in that sort of -~
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Well Bruce acted for - he produced...
£¢Al-he5 whad o

Oh yes the Indian fellow. What—ie—he{comritted for triallf)a—%u he finishel,

Oh - he is fixed up. F wos e
I

Oh yes following... yeah bejand his brother wagsnt it
Cnly him

S
But he employed his brother - as ?‘ secretary or something = there were two
of them in it.

All I know is that the Health Commission seemed to de absolutely screaming

to get him. W

I don't know the case because I have just handedoner and they go over to
the Squad anc thev deal with them bu:biﬁfthere is any value involved in it

1 would have think/I would have hea.rd it.

\y
Well this fellow (HENRILISA) '@;{g:t fourteen charges
Has he been charged?

Yes - the thirecs in for mention apparently in a few days. He has got this
fellow Risefielé (Einfield) appearing for him.
The 3C?

oul

¥

And it is just a case oi/“ visitaae the patient too long or all l?_l"a of things,
ou'd

But I mean - bu-szb:—-vou}d get the patient in ...Joke O 74_ rann him,

That is the normal procedure (-}he«— w-‘h\ux%

\oody o and
But they have had someere else ?oa—at-%e see three-of Mﬂ $0 say that tkey
were stampededﬂgo maké/?a statement *well you know - tells us what the plax,..

we are going to deal with you. They got frightened, this is what three of

them say, not that means anything to you or I. But I just ¥now -~ just tha: the

offer was 80 good I could not refuse thinking about it.
NOwes T

L J
Well I can see your point - you are beyoné the river of no resturn Yowwe not

Well mate, I have never been interested in that sort of thing - it is just

too bloody hard to live really. You know I just prefer to do my job and if

uomeone beats me in court well they bloody well beat me in court, but they
%ve to take me to court to beat me. I'm not interested now and I wasn't
interested before. If I wanted to aﬁve into that sort of thing I would

reom
probably could have got in with Cray and Kelly and all that clan.
involved.

I am nct

You remember we were talking in here last time. About Frank Nugent
Oh yes, committed suicide

I think he had troubles at home with his misses, I've been told as well,
although the family denies that but I have heard,..

Had he anything to do with anything in drugs or anytaing. I am a shocking
judge at everything.
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His bank may well have been tied up in moving money an$1al}-that./(They are

offering a two per cent better rate,#cr;overseas for some reason or other,
But whether that has got anything to do with his demise here I don't know,
He was.. he and his brother were both... oh, there was a prima facie case
found and they were to come up in May and they were going to defend it in
the lower court.

There should have been no prima facie case azainst him,

I would think if they were going to defend it in the lower court they would
have pretty good case in rebuttal. Normally you would not go to a lower

court to fight something in a committal - it is an unusual situation as far

as I amn concerned. 3P+-7Md Haen
Corporate Affairs struck the one. (. fo-put this fellow higher
Yeah tut that's the fella J.B. BEARD isn't it?

Yeah

I met niz in Canberra a few years ago. I don't know the man really, With
all the udges that have come out of Commissions and enquiries that govern-
mente have appointed maybe he's an.,. next in line for the Supreme Court.,

Yes, that's what they all aim for., They all get up there. Wwhat about this,

I will just ask you this because I may not get anoiher chance azain,
Thinking about... I do do a bit of work for the Chinese. They arethinking
of cranging - and I know you are the top man on that.

says.

That is what everyone

T have had a few sucesses there

esee+ Know the answer... the ¥oreans

I wasn't involved in that

I do some work for them and I think they are going to relax the policy again.
At the moment ycu can't do any work for them.

As far as representincs them

Well - you could represent them but go... you will know this - it is no geed
shese people

representing them and charging them a fee when you don't have any success,
&

) PAL SW*}
and:tha)flgures have trebled. It is not

See what happened was they changed the policy which meant that
nobody could transfer over...

There is too much talk, Tumour, talk
warth it,

What from the old story of tourist, visitox"ovzfshay 3¢} .kjob.
Tourist
I <hink they are still processinz people along those lines but they...

Cnly a few. You know how o0ld 4he cases are - three years. I have got three
there which are nearly trhree years old. Yoé{ggver get a bloody result - it
Jjust goes on and on.

Anzbody applying since last June i irtuall t of ¢t t .
wi;i P’W$?po~y"\jgad{- 8 Vir y out o 1e gate automatically
I think you zot to be a mother and father, brother and sister,
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T Oh yes this family reunion thing

M Bu}‘rhe vhzﬁper is that thies may be relaxed again in a couple of months, Ané I
4Nt wovke S

aruy —want to do eomedindlvidual work. You look at the fellow's background and

ycu’say I will just accept it. You are not there to investigate it,

T That's the applicant - ot bo

M Yes the applicant produces a sheet of papersthat }gkbloody vell forged or
genuine or anything else.

T Yes

M ] mean it is,..

T Well, that is hie look out then...

M Yes, but you still got to be bloody careful handling it. The second thing
is that you got to get... to be able to get things done... I once had an
interview with McKellar over the business of these fellows and you know
what he said to me... he said Bruce and I were,.. because he came from Bruce's
electorate where he was running one of the branches. He said, I cannot under-
stand why anybody would use a lawyer in connection with my Department.

T Yeah = I think he said that somewhere in the public area too.

M I said to him but one... and this is what I said to him, Mr McKELLAR lawyers,..
you are either going to have them or get rid of them,

T Tradesmen, plumbers or whatever yeah aonyafhe" Da P;f

M What difference is your Department to the Dypartment of TradeA What makes
it so special. Oh, he said, because it is so simple. That's how bloody stupid
he is.

T was this following the Korean thing

M Thisvizsvhen it was on

T Ch

M I could ask to appear for... to look after another batch which I would refuse
to do because I could not stand the,... but when you deal with the Chinese
community they are people of their word

T Yeah - the chows would be migrant wise the good ones, they are great. Trer
are no trouble, they keep out of the normal types of trouble the police get
involved with anyway. The majority of them are great.

M One of the things that I find - one of the things that you got to be able to
do is what I did before - those fellows they all seem to be petrified in tkat
bloody Immigration Department. I mean - it must have a history of...

T They have come under review a few times

M Don - what, I keep asking, what they can do

T Wrat they can do within the Department

M All they can do. I tell you what they can do.

e They can look at a thing I
(1%
suppose likgdlook at a statement and give someone the beneiit of the doubt.

That is about the only thing they can do because everything they do here has
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virtually got to go to Canberra and swelp me God there is twoc or three

Hia Acwn
fellows up there, %eyﬂeﬂd—hﬂ working under you for three months to tell

i+ that bloo&y et
thex what life is all about. If I just want to get involve(}{l——mld_uaa-t
ﬁ@%ﬁﬂ o be able 40 9ot Hargs done.

'3

Yes, 1 don't know whether+1t is all that hot in that sense but I think the:r
Whey

own eystem leaves it as/\you say. What can they do, they can give them the

benef-t of the doudbt because all the allegations in the past when we locked

up t;.e Hong Kong policeman... Ip the interpreter down there. He was pulling

money.

Be was picking fellows’?1;>+and letting them go if they paid wasn't he?

Well that was the sta.rtx he was picking on the people who had been declared

Pro Imms and then having them pay money to him and then they were processel

for permanent residence and that was working but the system wes allowed the* - i+

because of this benefit of the doubt. Anything that was adverse was never,

W$ﬂever recorded, 1f you follow me, on the file5 The file wes za-ventually/1 pu..

up fer signature as a 'this man should be accepted'. That was the scheme .Lp
was using, Dow whether he was manipulating within the Department or not.

M Wasn't he in, Specla.'l Branch

+3

Special Reports Branch, yeah

'3
M But how -yew could ;é possible... I can't see how he could do that
T

Well in those days, it has probably changed now because they did change the

staff. The bad reports come from Special Reports. You see the normal

ever
applications would go through and Special ?eport;%ever see them. It is
Hheres some A

where there is some doubt orA irregularity is found it goes to Special Repcrtis

So if Ip in his capacity in Special Reports whilst he was
employed as an interpreter he was acting as a field officer.

for investigation.

If he found,
obviously he knew because he had people scouting out fer these people, he

could then arrange that there wouléd not be any adverse report because he

was the officer who was going to put the report on if it was adverse. So

whern you get down to the... I don't know whether they have a quota syster

of how many they bring in or bring out... if there were flf‘cy applications

that went up for signature at the same time heShas mmberedﬁamongst them

with no adverse reports are exactly the same as any legitimate appllca‘g}on where
no money has been paid. Where I would say they—were dirty or him was, he was

and
virtually standing over them fighting them saying if you dorn't pay back to

Hong Kong tomorrow what do you want to do. That is just blood money.

M Butaoyhat you do now is - a fellow comes am'}‘ fills in a form -~ they ecall it a
Form 47 which his whole history is set out.

T Yes, 1 think that all has been the case.
forr is or anything like that bdbut...

I don't know what the number of the

But then he has got to produce his references as to what he does and then
thatt's all sentb to Hong Kong for checking.

/8




+3

3 X 3

= 3 =X

035
They go that far now
My bloody oath. It goes back to Bong EKong for checking
That must have come out of the Ip investigation because I know prior to
that they didn't
Well it all goes there for checking and then it comes back clear. Now one

of the tricks naturally is that you can't do any good with Hong Kong because

that is a straight out, you know, I haggxno one in Bong ong I could ring up.
Ko

But I impress on the fellow that unless this thing comes back lOO percent -

you're a cooked goose because if they write a bad report a@at— you z:ave gone,
Well the only other thing...

Welxqthese people if they were involved couldn't change that adverse report

because it is on.., well it is coming out of Hong Kong suppose Poreign Affairs
would do it

,.,m'i‘here
Yes they have got their owng.. but one of the things is Don that when the

teo

thing... one of the tricks here is the:dhave &t to be set up in a position
which fulfils what they say they are

In Hong Kong

They can't say they are a chef here in this, say, in this restaurant here if in
fact the fellow is a kitchen hand
Yes I follow you

I think this is what probably this fellow used to do. They would go around

and check up - is he working at this vlace., No he's not the bloody chef -
he's only the bloody kitchen hand

Yeah, but here before they weren't allowed tc work they had to put up this
bond money or something that th ey couf%,llve without working
Well that's what they do now anyway. This is how it works. Tnen if they are
accepted they have to get a Commcnwealth Tolice clearance,

That's only on criminals

+ne sn,cHO"\
An ASIC police clearance and th-t is the end of acceptation. 3But if a fellow
b‘aod)r well &

replies he doesn't get easg&seen even 1f¥pe is a million percent and he has
got everything in his favour and he doesn-t get bloodywell seen for over
three years,

After he has made his aprlication

Yeah

Well that would go towards him if he has got three years residenc
Byt he has got a wife

Oh the wife is back there

¥

A wife to come over here. It is alright fer people like us who get out of bved

every morning.

Yeah, but they can't bring their wives until they get their residenc’.
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into members of the Immigration Departwent. It didn't get anywhere but, as
you know, as long ago as that. I did that ome in 1974 or 75 and again ir Angie
the latest one - that was last year. So you know there is alwvays a lot of
stories circulating Ae far as the Chinese community were concerned she wase
an Immigration official, she was working for Immigration. But she could...
ngh—a&i your dealings witﬁ?ggféntals Don, don't you find as I have founé that
these Koreans like this fellow who has come from a good family and is a
wonderful fellow - they whisper, inform, exaggerate
That happens anyway
I was bloody sick of them while that bloody business was on - I can tell you,
I was being worried about absolutely nothing.
H'mm. Again I suppose that was a rudb off of the general reputation, I
suppose. The general reputation of the Immigration Devartment is not good,
tecsssesecenns he fixed up the papers for me which has been an
absolute... he didn't know now to do it.
Yeah well... goins back to that enquiry wasn't that the crux of the whole
situztion that the people that you were representing their papers were
vresented properly and quickly and that was the reason that they were getting
priority.
Yes, trzat's right. We had a Task Force but when I went back... when I put oy
head Ir again... because it is not a bad practice I can assure you. You can
handle... you get the right blokes. Look they had it all Judged at 32,000
that was the maximum. 7The most we ever charged was 700 of which I woulé
collect about 30C an? then I have got a sheet I wculd like <o say the fellew
who came and saw e thzt I let noc one... paid at all, 3But wren I went dzex,..
I said Jesus it is tco bloody dangerous here now things you carn't... lock
sideways., 3ut that toock scme manipulating, that opcor little busger thzt
died of cancer.
Who was he with
He was with the Department of Immigrztion
Oh yes
I did get a Task Force tc do it. with that Task Force it took two and
a half years. You present the foerm and they send over the pecple to have
interviewed and they do an overseas check and that takes two ard a half years
I didn't think they did overseas checks in those days, I thought it was...
When I was involved with these fellows they did
What year was that?
That was about 1974
Yeah, I did hear about it. But I didn't think they did it then.

I% all came out clean but... it was the stupid things that was charged threse

fellows sbeut $1,000 - there were a couple of them - and they were not doing
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T Yeah. Well really I would see the advantage... (tape cuts out)
ees. make sure they are right in submitting them and that was the finish of
them, they passed. But that would be... pardon me... I had a very hurried
hamburger for lunch and it has started to come back on me.

M You're getting a bit 0ld to eat those things these days aren't you? Alright
I suppose there is nothing wrong with that. I know now...

T Well I can't help with that but as I say with the Immigration Department
goes generally their general reputation amongst the ethnics is not good but
I understand that there may be a little bj>as there anyway because they are
the people who will throw them out if they catch them out.
M H'mm |
T Yes... oh yes. I suppose the best way to do it now mate is to become a refugee
from Viet Cong or Vietnam. Buy yourself a little boat
M You know what's going to happen there
T There is going to be trouble
M Oh Jesus is there going to be trouble. They got me witha submachine gun at

the bloody gambling school two mcnths ago. You know about that one.
T Well -

M I will tell you another feud. They took this fellow in from Vietnam, got him :
a job with... in the Bank of New South Wales, the Commonwealth Bank... he So —

ntro preducing their accounts - he knocked off 325,000 of the bank's money and
then someone rang up another fellow to go bail for him at Central and when
the fellow put in to take the $5,000 out of his savings account it wasn't
there - he had already knocked that off too,

T There's a bit of irony in that one

M They also say that was a put up.

There were seven accounts which the money
had ooy, o

deposited and withdrawn on forged accounts but the fellows that had barked

the money they had drawn the money out, whacked that up knowing that they cculd
sue the bank for the money,

T Yes -~ the bank's responsibility

M I believe they are absolutely unreal

T Well they are going to set %en;up here alright

by We are getting every thief and his bhrother

T Yes - I dare say there is quite a lot of genuine...
M

Yes - there are a lot of stories about them but politically we are going
to have a lot of trouble with them with street violence and they have grown up

with it, it is the only way to settle an argument is to bloody shoot him or

knife him or do something 8illy with him. I don't know what political party

they are going to attach themselves to. The Croate grabbed the Liberals
and the Greeks grabbed Lpbour or Labour have grabbed the Greeks I don't know
which you want best,
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M You can't stop it Don. How are we going to hang on to this country. There
is only about five million Australians., Howv many kids have you got - I have
got three

T I heard a bloke yesterday...

M The population...

T Yes he's... I heard the conversation in the pub - the fellow was beside me -

oh ycu know we have got a Greek bloke working down here with us now. He sz2:c

Oh have you?' He said you know what he said to me the other day, he said ycz

have just about had this country without breeding it. Things are so bad in

the rest of the world. Greece is going into the EEC now. If you are a merter
country of the EEC there are open borders. So the Pakis and the bloody
Indians are flooding into Greece now and they will be residents by the tize
Greﬁ is officially entered the market and then they have an open road sirai peli
back to England where they came out a couple of years ago. I don't know hew

the Foms are going to get over that ~ there's bloody millions of them. 3<:21..

M Don't let me hold you up
T ] have to go back mate I...
M I hope I didn't offend you but you xnow I am just one of these fellows... 82y i
T Well, we will take it for what it was said mate but really I am not interesed
in trat sort of go at all
M B;::tyoﬁﬂhave given me something/\wgr"gi )ﬁilt? & bmo‘ on to this fellow
A youTmendt
T I am sure he would have an idea of what the reconciliation clause is all about
because they have done it before
M Reccnciliation clause
T Yep, that's for instance if he committed say three hundred offences and they
charge him with a token two or three, they go back at him and say now the tws
hundred and ninety eight other charges you owe us - we have paid you so muck, ¥
v . pay us and that is the end of the siory. In other cases they... the explanz-
%‘? “Jz ticn is... I believe T am entitleé;tc charge this that and the other or we
aw‘} y:; tell you that you are not entitled to charge this that and other - you are
r&éd \ entitled to charge that - alright I am sorry. What do we do now? Well we

. will work that over the next twelve months or so. We will recoup that money
\/ from moneys owing to you. That is the sort of way it goes on.

M I think the Medical Board will strike anybody off if they...

T %CI think there is a lot of publicity on it particularly with the doctors goinzs
to this Tribunal on wages, not wages, on fee setting and all this sort of
nonsense. I think NSW walked out but the Federal body were going to give
evidence,

Look if I ever got into this stuff and I ever thought there was some thing
sticky, can I get your advice then
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Mate - I anm alv'ays ready to talk to people about anything but as I say the
Immigration Department has got a bad name so if You want to go into that ares
well - it is difficult., Personally if I got a brief on any of them I would not
hesitate in going ahead because of this virtue of stand-over business. You
either pay us or youf%é\“;agg to Hong Kong or lower Venezuela or where else you
come from and you know what the conditions are like there.
uptight about that one.

So I really get

Yes I know but beside... everything is done, you are trying to wheel and deal

a bit to get things done providing there has been nothing criminal done

nothing done

thereS

If nothing criminaly done well... "
. w"} (]

That is what I am talking about... YO St

well there is no problem - yeah

I dor't mean going d}%azs_;t ﬁgd saying look this gii}yow -'\33 3275. l%’izjerzu ‘!‘:\h"}s /o .Z/'E
fellow a ..ﬁ g'ra.ndAand this fellow a rubber stamp m:giyou..;%eyes to that. -
I don't mean anything stupid. Wphat I am talking about is being u~fairly

dealt with. You see if I don't... I don't want to be able to start work .em The)
that bloody hard, I have a fairly good practice - is legal practice. This

work can be fairly good and I don't want to lose the Chinese a%—é dc other sort
of work for them.

I know...
I am telling you exactly whzat it is like, like I put in front of you today

Look Mate if there is work for you to do there...

411 I want... look I know that case but all I did was give it a bit of priority
What's a lawyer for

Mate - T don't necessarily see that as an illegal act. Tve main allegations
that ever come up in relation to the Immigration Department

You have told me in one sentence here today

I8 virtually if you want to get it, this is what it is going to cost you., I
dare say there are a few people in the actn t;ke advantage of that and rip off
their own countrymen. I dare say there are a few down there...

Through the Chinese community I would ga?%is‘%he fee take it or leave it.
You know A 4

Oh yes that's a legitimate exercise

I wculdn't be saying if you can't pay this
No, no

Jesus some of our... I can tell you two QCs... you wanted to get business

done this is what I want. Ygu take it or leave it. You'll go down the shute
if I don't handle it. Same thing - not quite as bad

In a sense yes

I can see now what your voint is but that is the very thing where they have
made the mistake down there,
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That's usually the allegation that is made, Or that has been the allegatior
in every case that I have ever had anything to do with and I dare say it is
still happening. Tyey don't seem to select their staff with a great deal

of concern. A lot of these people are, hé{d in fear.... if they were doing tre:
job or doing their job in a better fashion they should have more friends dowr
there than bloody enemies,

Yes -~ they have got a short small staff down there

Yes -~ if it takes three years to... for a bloody application to go through
There's a couple of bloody women down there that should be taken out and
Year but they are public servante

e

I will be doing a little of it but nct much lately but I wanied to be a bit

arzei but I can see your peoint now.

I tkirk you would have to be very circumspect in coing initc it on any larce
scale anyway. Avpart from that that is the Immigration Jevariment. 7T think
MeThee will make a lot of difference to it. Te is held :in pretty high esteez
by everybody down therzv.‘nl don't know much about him but he is said to be 2

ek
good Minister. I don! y’know what he did- befo

He's a moderate. You got some bat‘les. If you were a lawyer on that

interview with McKellar... with a face just rocaring. To me he was hardly
J

wet between the ears and this was the first three months he was Minister.

The real reason why I am asking... the danger is the,.. I xnow voeu hezve 2 na-e

vy
yeu ot to be sc terribly caveful of what they will say. They'll lie, they'll
I

exzs-erate moneys that isfi{u;bmetimes é—fee}E;Z;;a for the Imtmigration
JSerertment and that is the only tricky thing handling it.

wvell the old tea money is quite a well established practice from where they
coze from. Say one thing wink wink, nod nod...

That's right

T <xow I understand they'll have some problems with that.
te my gold bullion mate

Ch I will go back

Trat will keep you busy - you'll get that won't you
I weuldn't mind it

Anywzy, no offence

No it is alrisht mate

See you later 160,000

Bye bye. No mate about 160,000 odd grand last nizht from TAA
They couldn't possibly get away with that

Cf ccurse they couldn't., They have more chance of getting away with that

thar anything. Ten minutes over the gas stove and we would never be able to
identify it.
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You are quite right

Go up to Graces and given them half an ounce at a time and you are in
business. Okay

See you later

Away you go - goodbye.
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Ah, hello Bob.

Do you want a beer?

I wouldn't mind a beer.

A cold beer please. A mate of mine that flares up... nothing was said of

course but he said ten years was up., He's there if ycu want to know
anything.

Oh, yeah - what over this Greek thing.

Yeah.
I think I'm coming out of that alright
That's good

I think they... tried their hardest to squash it politically - they can't,

or haven't been able to do so so far. Perhaps now they are going to fight

the thing on the legal grounds but I think they'll find a hard battle there tco
mate,

Dern - I just want to say this to you. TUndoubtedly ycu xnow abcut... abcu<
four years ago I... the Consul for Korea asked me take on a job looking

after about eighty of these Koreans., I finished up, you xnow, Commonwealth

Police and everyone else in the investigation. I just want to tell you what
a fucking nightmare it has been., I earned about three hundred dollars from
each client you know. This fellow here is a real... fellow,

I don'y know who he is

He was in a ...

That was at a time I don't think I was in the enquiry - wasn't that...
That's enough thanks - only the one

Where at Immigrztion?

Yes - you know I have just been Screaming in there because - you know it is
still going on. You know they paid into a fund and ther they had a committee
Tunning. All the committee had to be paid, then the employment officer had
to be paid. I finished up with about three hundred dollars. And you know
how long I've been working on it. Pour and a half years and the only reason
why I left...... I didn't want the thing to blow up in my face - like you
know - the papers print things,

Yeah, but didn't that all turn out - that...

Yeah, it all turned out clear...

Yeah that was my...

You should have lifted the bludgers.
Ch, I see

That's what I am getting at. You know - how unfair it all can be., I have

to be very careful that I didn't get a wrong brand..... I just happened to
mention it again because here T am still Playing with them. You know trying

to help them. I am.... in that Department. You can't do anything really
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crooked. All you can do is get a hznd or a priority. You put an application

into transfer, then the fellow gives you a sheet which supposed to tell of
what he can do. Then you submit.
Yeah

You kmow - that comes with the category that lets you into the country,
Nobody has got a false rubber stamp under

“~—e e

No, po...

It is clear,..

Look as far as - I wasn't in it but as far as... I do remember,..

It was all clear

I thought it came up... people or the complaintsthat were initially made

was that your clients were getting priority or preference by the Derariment...
Yes, that's right

I think that was the basis of the whole thing

Well they did get some preference because what happened at the tiz=. Wwhat you
call it was a mate of mine in charge of ASIC up there.

Ha -~ I don't know too many of those

Well he was a mate of -

Remember it is an offence to disclose an ASIC agent

Oh (laughter). But anyway I knew him and I knew a lot of fellowe who always
did what was known as a 'Task Force!' they called it.

Yes, yep

Had I... here today., I say yes or no or tell me anything. To prove what

I say. Cnly thing I can say to you - you are a2 mate ofJack WHELANS and he's
a fellow who will vouch for me - my word. There's a fellow, a Doctor
Eandlehigh (phonetic) in Surry Hills

What nationality mate?

He's an Australian doctor as far as I know. I have never seen his head.

A sergeant is... keping after the cunts. I understand there are twelve to
fourteen Medibank charges.

There's no Sergeant COCPER in @y place

Commonwealth Police - Sergeant CCOPER I thought,

Ch wait awhile - it might be one... I have six lads up from Canberra. He's
not one of ours - what I say Sydney based operators. We have got so far behind
with all those that he's - we have got 8ix extra men from Canberra - he could
be one of them, '

Well -~ I know that this Commonwealth... all I can tell you is I have been

offered a huge sum of money if I can do anything for this fellow. I thought
I only mention it - you might say - all well

No - well that's my attitude really. I'm not interested in that sort of
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thing mate. Er - the old doctor who is on the Medibank fraud. I don'g

know the case firstly but secondly I wculd not interfere with anything like
that. It is bloody hard enough to get them anyway. He would be far better
off to take a chance

Well that is what I thought. Really... because the fellow is a close friend
of mine and well in the medical profession I just said, you know...

No - that's not my line of business mate - I'm not — I've gone too far
living on my salary now to be bothered trying to pick up extra money that
way. If I want money I go and work for it. No - I'm quite sure the lads
involved,..

Oh - I agree with you. Look I Just thought, I took a chance....

Well his other chance is tc approach the Health Department

They have done that with us in the prast where some form of settlement has
been worked out on a..., the basis of...I'mjust trying tc irinv of the sectiocn
of the Act where it is worded. There is a section of the Lzt where they carn
make a reconciliation and that has been the finish of it.

A pay back

Virtually a payback, yeah. That fellow who started Valentine Health Studios,
he was into them for about three million dollars on the scheme being that
every member got a work up ~ bloody pathology, full pathology examination,
He skipped to the States and was going blind with glaucoma which there is

no cure. Did a reconciliation with the Department and they pulled us off
and now he's back and running with the new Pathology services.,

Is he in fact a doctor? )

Yes ~ not Edelstein but he is an American doctor

I wonder how we...

That was under this section of reconciliation business. They dropped the
three million dollars because it was... too hard to get into virtually,

But there was a couple of hundred thousand dollars in their false claims

in other areas but they did a reconciliation with them and that was it,

The brief was just...., back on us.

Who would have that authority?

Ty Eealth Department themselves

The Commonwealth Health Department

Yes - because they are the people responsible for the claim. So these
ones... with your client, would be offences before the Medibank Private

before the funds split so they would still be the responsibility of the
Health Depértment.

It is about fourteen. With my explanation... with Bruce...
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Well Bruce acted for -~ he producec... {:9[10221
Oh yes the Indian fellow. What is he committed for trial or hae he finished,
Oh - he is fixed up.

Oh yes following... yeah he and his brother

Cnly him

But he employed his brother - as a secretary or something - there were two

of them in it,

All T know is that the Health Commission seemed to be absolutely screaming
to get him.

I don't know the case because I have Just handed over and they go over to

the Squad and they deal with them but if there is any value involved in it

I would have think I would have heard it.

Well this fellow (HENRILISA) has got fourteen charges

Has he been charged?

Yes = the things in for mention apparently in a few dzvs, He has got this
fellow Risefield (Einfield) appearing for him.

The 3C?

And it is just a case of visiting the patient too long or all sort of things.
But I mean - but he would get the patient in ...

That is the normal procedure

But they have had someone else going to see three of them... to say that they
were stampeded to make a statement. Wwell you know - tells us what the plan...
we are going to deal with you. They got frightened, this is what three of
them say, not that means anything to you or I. But I Jjust ¥now - just that the
offer was so good I could not refuse thinking about it.

No... I ‘

Well I can see your point - you are beyond the river of no return

Well mate, I have never been interested in that sort of thing - it is just
too bloody hard to live really. You know I just prefer to do my job and if
someone beats me in court well they bloody well beat me in court, but they
have to take me to court to beat me. I'm not interested now and I wasn't
interested before, If I wanted to gl ve into that sort of thing I would

probably could have got in with Cray and Kelly and all that clan.
involved,

I am not

You remember we were talking in here last time. About Frank Nugent
Ch yes, committed suicide

I tkink he had troubles at home with his misses, I've been told as well,
although the family denies that but I have heard

Had he anything to do with anything in drugs or anything. I am a shocking
judge at everything.
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His bank may well have been tied up in moving money anc all that. They are
offering a two per cent better rate for overseas for some reason or other,
But whether that has got anything to do with his demise here I don't know,
He was.. he and his brother were both... oh, there was a prima facie case
found and they were to come up in May and they were going to defend it in
the lower court,

There should have been no prima facie case against him,

I would think if they were going to defend it in the lower court they would
have pretty good case in rebuttal. Normally you would not go to a lower
court to fight something in a committal - it is ar unusual situation as far
as I am concerned,

Corporate Affairs struck the one... to put this fellow higher

Yeah but that's the fella J.B. BEARD isn't it?

Yeah

I met him in Canberra a few Years age. I dorn't know the man really. With
all the judges that have come out of Commiss: ons and enquiries that govern-
ments have appointed maybe he's an... next in line for the Supreme Court.
Yes, that's what they all aim for. They all get up there, What about this.
I wiil just ask you this because I may not get another chance azain,
Thinking about... I do do a bit of work for the Chinese.

They arethinking
of ckhanging ~ and I know you are the top man on that.

says.

That is what everyore

I have had a few sucesses there
eees. know the answer... the Koreans

I wasn't involved in that

I do some work for them and I think they are going to relax the policy again,
At the moment ycu can't do any work for them,

As far as representins them
Well ~ you could represent them but g0... you will know this - it is no geced
representing them and charging them a fee when you don't have any success.,
There is too much talk, rumour talk and the figures have trebled, It is not
warth it., See what happened was they changed the policy which meant that
nobody could transfer over...
What from the o0ld story of tourist, visitor
Tourist

tninx they are still processing pecple along those lines but they...
Cnly a few. You know how o0ld the cases are - three years.

I have got three

there which are nearly three years old. You never get a bloocdy result = it

just goes on and on.

Anybody applying since last June is virtually out of the gate automatically,

I think you zot to be a mother and father, brother and sister,
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Oh yes this family reunion thing
The whisper is that this may be relaxed again in a couple of months. Ané -
want to do some individual work. You look at the fellow's background anc
you say I will just accept it. You are not there to investigate it,
That's the applicant
Yes the applicant produces a sheet of paver that is bloody well forged or
genuine or anything else.
Yes
I mean it is...

Well, that is his look out then...

Yes, but you still got to be bloody careful handling it. The second thing
is that you got to get... to be able to get things done... I once had an
interview with McKellar over the business of these fellows and you know
what he said to me... he said Bruce ard I were.., because he came from Bruce's
electorate where he was running one o the branches.

19

He said, I cannot under-
stand why anybody would use a lawyer in connection with my Department.

Yeah - I think he said that somewhere in the public area too,
I said to him but one... and this is what I said to him, Mr McKELLAR lawyers...
you are either going to have them or get rid of them.,

Tradesmen, plumbers or whatever yeah

What difference is your Department to the D.partment of Trade. What makes
it so special. Oh, he said, because it is so simple., That's how bloody stupid
he is,

was this following the Korean thing

This is when it was on

Ch

I could ask to appear for.,.. to look after another batch which I would refuse
to do because I could not stand the.... but when you deal with the Chinese
community they are people of their word

Yeah - the chows would be migrant wise the good ones, they are great. They
are no trouble, they keep out of the normal types of trouble the police get
involved with anyway. The majority of them are great.

One of the things that I find - one of the things that you got to be able to
do is what I did before - those fellows they all seem to be petrified in that
blocdy Immigration Department. I mean - it must have a history of
They have come under review a few times

L N

Don - what, I keep asking, what they can do
Wrat they can do within the Department

All they can do. I tell you what they can do. They can lock at a thing I
suprose like look at a statement and give someone the benefit of the doubt.

That is about the only thing they can do because everything they do here has
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virwally got to go to Canberra and so help me God there is twc or three
fellows up there., They would be working under you for three months to tell
thex what life is all about. If I Just want to get involved I would want
to get things done,

Yes, I don't know whether it is a1 that het in that sense but I think their
own syvstem leaves it as you say. what car they do, they can give them the
berefit of the doubt because all tre allegations in the past when we locked
up the Hong Kong policeman... Ip the interpreter down there., He was pulling
money.,

He was picking fellows up and letiing them go if they paid wasn't he?

Well that was the start, he was picking on the Pecple who had been declared
Pro Imms and then having them pay money to him and then they were processed
for permanent residence and thz* was working but the system was allowed thz*
because of this benefit of the doubt. Anything that was adverse was never,
never recorded, if you follow =ze, or the file. The file was eventually pu:
up for signature as a 'this man should be accepted'. That was the scheme Ip

was using, now whether he was manipulating within the Department or not.
Wasn't he in Special Branch

Special Reports Branch, yeah

But how you could be possible... I can't see how he could do that
Well in those days, it has probably changed now because they did change the
staff. The bad reports come from Special Reports. You see the normal
applications would go through and Special Reports may never see them., It is
where there is some doubt or irregularity is found it goes to Special Reporis
for investigation. So if Ip in his capacity in Special Reports whilst he was
employed as an interpreter he was acting as a field officer. If he found,
obviously he knew because he had people scouting out for these people, he
could then arrange that there would not be any adverse report because he

wag the officer who was going to put the report on if it was adverse. So
when you get down to the... I don't know whether they have a quota system

of hcew many they bring in or bring out... if there were fifty applications
that went up for signature at the same time he has numbered amongst them
with no adverse reports are exactly the same as any legitimate application where
no meney has been paid. Where I would say they were dirty on him was he was
virtually standing over them fighting them saying if you don't pay back to
Hong Kong tomorrow what do you want to de. That is just blood money.

wWhat you do now is - a fellow comes and fills in a form - they call it a
Form 47 which his whole history is set out,

Yes, I think that all has been the case. I don't lmow what the number of the
form is or anything like that but...

But then he has got to produce his references as to what he does and then
that's all sent to Hong Kong for checking.
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They gc that far now
My blcody oath. It goes back to Hong Kong for checking

That must have come out of the Ip investigation because I know rrior to
that they didn't

Well it all goes there for checking and then it comes back clear,
of the tricks naturally is

Now one
that you can't do any good with Horng Kong because
that is a straight out, you know, I have no one in Hong hong
No

I could ring up.

But I impress on the fellow that unless this thing comes back 100 percent -
you're a cooked goose because if they write a bad report about you have gone.
Well the only other thing...

Well these people if they were involved couldn't change that adverse report
because it is on.,, well it is coming out of Hong Kong suppose Foreign Affairs
woulé do it

Yes they have got their own... but one of the things is Don that when the
thing... one of the tricks here is they have got to be set up in a position
whick fulfils what they say they are

In Hene Kong

They can't say they are a chef here in this, say, in this restaurant here if in
fact the fellow is a kitchen hand

Yes I follow you

I think this is what probably this fellow used to do. They would go around

and check up - is he working at this place. No he's not the bloody chef -
he's only the bloody kitchen hand

Yeah, but here before they weren't alloweéd to work they had to put ur this
bend money or something that they could live without working
Well that's what they do now anyway. This is how it works. Tnen if they are
accerted they have to get a Commcnwealth folice clearance.
That's only on criminals

An ASIO0 police clearance and th-t is the end of acceptation.

replies he doesn't get even

3ut if a fellow
Seen even if he is a million percent and he has
got everything in his favour and he doesn't get bloodywell seen for over
three years.

After he has made his application

Yeah

Well that would go towards him if he has got three years residence
Byt e has got a wife

Oh tke wife is back there
A wife to come over here. It is alright fcr people like us who get out of bed
every morning,

Yeah, but they can': bring their wives until they get their residence,
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What the evidence does not show that all. The evidence Just shows that she's
collecting money, her and the boyfriend, Tnat doesn't involve any departmerntal
office at all but initially of course, she - the story she was telling around
the traps was I am working for the Immigration Department.
But she did work for them as an interpreter or something
Yes, but not as an immigration officer. You see if you want an interpreter -
you get a Norwegian in and you want to talk to him in his own language you
would go and hire a bloody interpreter. She wasn't an official employee in

that sense in that she was part of Immigration section or anything. If ske
did interpretations she did them as a free lance interpreter. Come in, I want
to talk to you - I'll take you in and interpret for you. That's the sort of
thing. What she was telling the people around the traps was I work for the
Department of Immigration and I can fix this because I am within the Department
so that may have got everyone jumping up and down at the time. But that is
part hearc at the moment because they don't do anything to enhance their
image, prctably because of this paranoid attitude they have got as you say

at the mcment in that they become very unco-operative you immediately think,
why ithe bloody hell are they being unco-operative if they have got nothing

to do with it. That's probably they're paranocid.

Aretrhey unco-operative? I thought the fellow who was handling her was working
at whatyou call him's game in Goulburn Street.

Who's that

Angie or whatever her name is

Well there was another fellow who has hit the toe

Gone out of town

Yeah

It finished really with the money

YTeah, yeah but again he was outside the Department. Wnat I mean is that he
explzains the attitude down there that they are on their guard immediately
you try and get any information which tends to make us think why the bloody
hell...

I'1l tell you another thing which I think happens to them down there. A lot
of people go in there offering money to get things down.

Yeah, well...

But the system, of course, doesn't allow them to do it unless they are reall
corrupt and of course they wouldn't last three months.

H'mz, well

The way I look at it - because I have just done this work and I am just trying
to...

Well, they have had such a reputation Mgrgan I think for so long. Going back

years ~ even as far back as 1964 there was some quite large investigations
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into members of the Immigration Department. It didn't get anywhere but, as
you know, as lons ago as that. I did that one in 1974 or 75 and again in Angie
the latest one - that was last year. So you know there is always a lot of
stories circulating As far as the Chinese community were concerned she was
an Immigration official, she was working for Immigration. But she could,..
Witk all your dealings with orientals Don, don't you find as I have found that
these noreans like this fellow who has come from a good family and is a
wonierful fellow ~ they whisper, inform, exaggerate
That happens anyway

I was bloody sick of them while that bloody business was on - I can tell you.

-
PS

“as Deing worried about absolutely nothing,

H'z=. Again I suppose that was a rub off of the general reputation, I

suirzcse. The general reputation of the Immizration Department is not

good,
cecaenaa ceesen he fixed up the papers for me which has been an
at-c_:te... he didn't know now to do it.
Yez well... going back to that enquiry wasn't that the erux of the whole

sizuzzion that the people that you were representinc their papers were
vresented properly and quickly and that was the reascn that they were getting
priority.

Yes, trat's right. We had a Task Force but when I went back... when I put ay
heaZ Ir again... because it is not a bad practice I can assure you. You can
handle... you get the right blokes. Look they had it all judged at 32,000
that was the maximum. The most we ever charged was 700 of which I would
ccllect about 300 and then I have g0t a sheet I weculd like <o say the fellow
who came and saw me thzt I let no one... paid 2t all. 3But w-en I went back...
I said Jesus it is %co bloody dangerous here now things you can't... look
sideways. 3ut that took scme manipulating, thazt ncor little busger that

died of cancer,

Who was he with

He was with the Department of Immigration

Oh yes

I di¢ get a Task Force to do it. With that Task “orce it took two and

a half years, You present the form and they send over the pecple to have
interviewed and they do an overseas check and that takes two and a half years
I didn't think they did overseas checks in those days, 1 thouzht it was...
when I was involved with these fellows they did

wWhat year was that?

That was about 1974

Yeah, I did hear about it. But I didn't think they did it then.

It all came out clean but.,.. it was the stupid things that was charged these

fellows about 81,000 - there were a couple of them - and they were not doing
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Year.. Well really I would see the advantage... (tape cuts out)

+++. make sure they are right in submitting them and that was the finish of
thez, they passed. But that would be... perdon me... I had a very hurried
hamburser for lunch and it has started to come back on me.

You're getting a bit old to eat those things these days aren't you? Alright

I suppose there is nothing wrong with that. I know now...

Well I can't help with that but as I say with the Immigration Department
goes zenerally their general reputation amongst the ethnics is not good but

I understand that there may be a little bias there anyway because they are
the people who will throw them out if they catch them out.

H'mm

Yes... oh yes. I suppose the best way to do it now mate is to become a refuzee
from Viet Cong or Vietnam. Buy yourself a little boat

You know what's going to happen there

There is going to be trouble

Oh Jesus is there going to be trouble. They got me witha submachine gun at
the bloody gambling school two mcnths ago. You know about that one.

Well -

I will tell you another feud. They took this fellow in from Vietnam, got him
a job with... in the Bank of New South Wales, the Commonwealth Bank... he is
producing their accounts - he knocked off %25,000 of the bank's money and
ther someone rang up another fellow to go bail for him at Central and when
the fellow put in to take the $5,000 out of his savings account it wasn't
there - he had already knocked that cff too,

There's a bit of irony in that one

They also say that was a put up. There were seven accounts which the money
was cdeposited and withdrawn on forged accounts but the fellows that had barked

the money they had drawn the money out, whacked that up knowing that they could
sue the bank for the money.

Yes - the bank's responsibility

I believe they are absolutely unreal

Well they are going to set them up here alright

We are getting every thief and his hrother

Yes - I dare say there is quite a lot of genuine...

Yes - there are a lot of stories about them but politically we are going

to have a2 lot of trouble with them with street violence and they have growrn up
with it, it is the only way to settle an argument is to bloody shoot him or
knife him or do something silly with him. I don't know what political party
they are going to attach themselves to. The Croats grabbed the Liberals

and the Greeks grabbed Labour or Labour have grabbed the Greeks I don't knew
which you want best,
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You can't stop it Don. How are we going to hang on to this country. There

is ornly about five million Australians., BHow many kids have you got - I have
got three

I heard a bloke yesterday...
The pcpulation...

Yes he's... I heard the conversation in the pub -~ the fellow was beside me -
oh ycu know we have got a Greek bloke working down here with us now. He szigd
Ch have you®' He said you know what he said to me the other day, he said ycu
have just about had this country without breeding it. Things are so bad ir
the rest of the world. Greece is going into the EEC now. If you are a mezber
couniry of the EEC there are open borders. So the Pakis and the bloody
Indians are flooding into Greece now and they will be residents by the time
Greex is officially entered the market and then they have an open road straight
back to England where they came out a couple of years ago. I don't know how

the Foms are going to get over that - there's bloody millions of them. Stiil..
Jdon't let me hold you up

I have to go back mate Teeo
I hepe I didn't offend you but you know I am Just one of these fellows... say it

Well, we will take it for what it was said mate but really I am not interested
in trat sort of go at all

But you have given me something worthwhile, you hang on to this fellow

I am sure he would have an idea of what the reconciliation clause is all about
because they have done it before

Reccnciliation elause

Yer, that's for instance if he committed say three hundred offences and they
charge him with a token two or three, they go back at him and say now the two
hundred and ninety eight other charges you owe us - we have paid you so muck, yo
pay us and that is the end of the story. In other cases they... the explanz-
ticn is... I believe I am entitled to charge this that and the other or we
tell you that you are not entitled to charge this that and other - you are
entitled to charge that ~ alright I am sorry. What do we do now? Well we
will work that over the next twelve months or so. We will recoup that money
from moneys owing to you. That is the sort of way it goes on.

I tkink the Medical Board will strike anybody off if they...

I think there is a lot of publicity on it particularly with the doctors going
to this Tribunal on wages, not wages, on fee setting and all this sort of
nonsense, I think NSW walked out but the Federal body were going to give

eviderice,

Look if I ever got into this stuff and I ever thought there was some thing
sticky, can I get your advice then
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Mate - I am always ready to talk to people about anything but as I say the
Immigration Department has got a bad name so if you want to go into that area
well - it is difficult. Fersonally if I got a brief on any of them I would not
hesitate in going ahead because of this virtue of stand-over business., You
either pay us or you go back %o Hong Kong or lower Venezuela or where else you
come from and you inow what the conditions are like there. So I really get
uptight about that one.

Yes I know but beside.,.. everything is done, you are trying to wheel and deal

a bit to get things done providing there has been nothing criminal done
nothing done

If nothing criminals done well...
Tnat is what I am talking about...
well there is no problem - yeah

I don't mean going to you and saying look this fellow - I have given this
fellew a .... grand and this fellow a rubber stamp and you... eyes to that.

I dor't mean anything stupid. What I am talking about is being unfairly
dealt with. You see if I don't... I don't want to be able to start work on
that bloody hard, I have a fairly good practice - is legal practice. This
work can be fairly good and I don't want to lose the Chinese and dc other sort
of work for them.

I know...

I am telling you exactly what it is like, like I put in front of you today

Look Mate if there is work for you to do there,..

A11 I want... look I know that case but all I did was give it a bit of priority
what's a lawyer for

Mate - I don't necessarily see that as an illegal act. e main allegations
that ever come up in relation to the Immigration Department

You have told me in one sentence here today

ils virtually if you want to get it, this is what it is going to cost you. I
dare say there are a few people in the act take advantage of that and rip off
their own countrymen. I dare say there are a few down there...

Through the Chinese community I would say this the fee take it or leave it.
You know

Oh yes that's a legitimate exercise

I wouldn't be saying if you can't pay this

Ne¢, no

Jesus some of our... I can tell you two QCs... you wanted to get business

done this is what I want. You take it or leave it. You'll go down the shute
if T don't handle it. Same thing - not quite as bad

In a sense yes

I can see now what your point is but that is the very thing where they have
made the mistake down there.
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They seek the chance - more or less

That's usually the allegation that is made. Or that has been the allegation
in every case that 1 have ever had anything to do with and 1 dare say it is
still happening. Twey don't seem to select their staff with a great deal

of concern. A lot of these people are held in fear.... if they were doing thei:

job cr doing their job in a better fashion they should have mcre friends down
there than bloody enemies,

Yes - they have got a short small staff down there

Yes - if it takes three years to... for a bloody application to go through
There's a couple of bloody women down there that should be taken out and...
Year but they are public servants

T b}

I will be doins a little of it but nct much lately but I wanted to be a bit
armez put I can see your point now.

T thirk you would have to be very circumspect in coing into it on any larsce
scale anyway. =ta-t from that that is the Immigration Jepartnent. I thinx

McTree will make a lot of difference to it. Te is held in pretty high esteem

by everybocdy down there, I don't know much about him but he is said to be a
gooé Minister. I don't know what he did before
He's a moderate. You got some batitles. If you were a lawyer on that

interview with McKellar... with a face just rcaring. To me he was hardly

wet bDetween the ears and this was the first three months he was “inister,

The rcal reason why I am asking... the danger is the.,.. I mow ycu heve 2 name
cf tnese pecple - the dancer with these people it wouidn't maiter what ycu do,
vcu ot to be sc terribly cazeful of what they will say. They'll lie, they'll
exzr-erate moneys that is,.,. scmetimes I feel sorry for the Immigration
Depz=tment and that is the only tricky thing hardling it.

well the old tea mcney is qui*e a well established practice from where they
corme from., Sar one thinz wink wink, nod rod...

That's right

T zzow I understand they'll have some problems with that. Ch I will go back
to 3y gold bullion matze

Tnat will keep you busy - yvou'll get that won't you

T wculdn't mind it

Anywzay, no offence

No it is alricht mate

See you later

Bye bye. No mate about 160,000 odd grand last nicht from TiA
Ther couldn't possibly get away with that

Cf ccurse they couldn't. They have more chance of getting away with that

thar anything. Ten minutes over the gas stove and we would never be able to

ideztify it.
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You are quite right '

Go up to Graces and given them half an ounce at a time and you
business. Okay

are in

See you later

Away you go ~ goodbye.




Futher recording which sounds like telephone conversations between a
Mr Deed (D) and a policeman (P).

0000

D. Ah vep what happcned.

P. Mm .

D. When what his named Cliff er.

P. Cliff Foster.

D. Was here I got 'im to show that photo to our head

receptionist vou see.

P. Mm .

D. She could tie it up with the guy see checked it they ckeck
in hundreds.

P. Yep.

D. But she told me this evening when I came in that she sauw
another guy that looked very much like that photo.

P. Mm .
D. And I said oh well good thanks for saying I will ring ug.
P. Mm.
D. Since then I have seen the guy at a distance and I don't

think he's quite tall enough and I don't think it's him but










“

00968/
6 November 1985

001:00

P. Makes it hard. Thanks very much for your concern Mr Deec

(?) that much appreciated. .

D. OK.

P. Goodnight .
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In 1978 Thomas came to Canberra, he came and saw me and provided
information on the conspiracy in the Greek community, where
medical practitioners were enabling Greek people to obtain a
pension. The Greek's would invest $2,000. There were a number
of doctors involved who could all speak Greek and one Australian
who could speak Greek. The doctors acted as a go between.
There are about six doctors altogether.

Mr Davies then went on describe in detail the method of the
inquiry that was carried out and to the Greek conspiracy
matter. Thomas had an informant who was supplying him with lots
of information in relation to this investigation and he wanted
protection for his informant. He asked for $100,000.00. This
informant was never introduced to the Commissioner or me, he was
only known to Thomas. We met various heads of Departments,
Attorney General, Health and Social Security and outlined
details of the conspriacy. They then gave the go ahead, the
green light for Thomas continue with his inquiries and obtain
information from his informant. John Mclean, who was then
Minister, also gave the green light for inquiries to continue.

It was a Sydney based operation and a huge investigation.

Thomas went to Greece in 1978 as part of the inquiry soon after
the DCS considered and direction that between 172 and 178 people
be arrested. There were then questions in Parliment and attack
against Police in relation to this inquiry. There was a very
strong Greek lobby and as a result of this strong Greek lobby
political support for the inquiry and the investigation waned.

At the end of 1979 I was one of the few who was still solidly
behind Thomas in that respect. I considered him to be a protege
of mine. He was passover by Commissioner Davis, maybe he did
not apply for a particular job, maybe he did not apply for it.
After Davis retired the new Commissioner Sir Colin Wood took up

duties in August 1979, he arrived then, he was most interested
in the Greek investigation.




I sang Thomas's praises loudly but Sir Colin did not take to
him. Apparently Thomas had administered incorrect oath to
Police when there was a change over from COMPOL to the
Australian Federal Police and Sir Colin exploded when he heard
this. 1I'd just like to point out that although I had a very
high regard for Thomas's investigation ability he was not a
friend of mine, I'd never been to his house nor had he been to
mine. I felt an affiliation with him because of the GQGreek
conspiracy case and the drumming that he was getting in
Parliment. I did admire his tanacity (?) he left school at the
Intermediate, he obtained a electricial contractors licence and
he Jjoined the Police Force at 28. He got a Dipolma of
Criminology and because he was too old there did not appear to
be any future for him. He applied for Detective Senior
Constable position and he subsequently obtained Inspectors job
which he got with us. After he joined the Force he did a part
time law degree at the University of New South Wales and he
completed that at the end of 1979. 1 thought this was a great

achievement. Once again I was very auditory (?) in my remarks
but they fell on deaf ears.

In 1979 my doctor said that I was suffering from Hypertension
and on the 17th October 1979 there was a amalgamation of the ACT
and Commonwealth Police Forces. This is important because at
that stage Sir Colin Woods was aware of my health problems, we
had spoken, he called me in and he said that only had 12 months
to go before I was due to retire why hang about? And the doctor
had said, you know, that there was no point, so I did. I went
before the Medical Board and the Board ruled that I was
Medically unfit.

Late in November 1979 I went in the event that I'd had 45 years
in the Police Force, joined at the age of 15, 1 considered
myself to be a professional Police Officer. When I was about to
retire, Thomas then came to mind, his future did not look bright

and the AFP, for reasons that I've already stated, what could I
do to help the man.




I thought of Lionel Murphy, Mr Justice Murphy or whatever his
name is to me, Justice Murphy had been known to me since 1942.
We were introduced by a cousin of mine, he was doing Science at
the Sydney University, I was doing an Economics Degree, we
became friendly as young people. Then I had no contact with him
for several years. I went into the Air Force, after the War 1
struck him in courtas a barrister, so I had little to do with
him then. 1I'd met him on and off at court when I was in the New
South Wales Police Force. He is a friendly acquaintance, 1 have
other acquaintances who are not so friendly. He was and still
is a friendly acquaintance. I have not seen or spoken to him
since the famous luncheon nor had 1 seen Ryan or Thomas since.
I saw Thomas next at the Murphy Trial.

I should that say now that at the end of 1960 when I was
Detective Sergeant in the New South Wales Police Force I was
offered the position of Chief Inspector in the Commonwealth
Police. I decided to take the position, there was no trouble
about transfer as a seniority, sick leave, and long service
leave over the Police Regulations Act 1949, however under the
Police Regulations Act 1949 there was no provision for return of
money paid into the super fund. I'd being paying into that
fund, that's the New South Wales Fund, for 21 years and a total
of 632 pounds.

There was a provision in the act thats never been tested. I
went to see Murphy, who then a barrister, he was the barrister I
knew best, he's excentric(?) but he is brilliant. And the
provision that hadn't been tested was to partition the Governor
about the return of my contributions to the super fund. Murphy

drafted up the partition, I signed it and went over and serviced
it on the Governor's secretary.

On the 16th January 1971, Premier Heffran, as he was then, sent

a letter to the Governor advising that the Executive Council had
considered and rejected my partition.




In March 1961, the act was changed, thereafter any Police
Officer could get his super back, even if he had been sacked.
And if I'd got my super it would have made a big difference
starting to pay into the Commonwealth Super Fund, weighted
against a man of 40 years. I felt I'd suffered unfairly because
of the Act, my partition was prepared by Lionel Murphy, I repeat
that there was no benefit of it. Remained as a cancer, and it
ate into me, I wrote to every Premier asking for a gratuitous(?)

payment. I did not go back to Murphy, I wrote letters myself,
kept getting knock backs.

In mid 1979 the late Jack Davis, he is dead now, said to me if I
didn't get before I retire at 60 that would be the end of it. I
wouldn't have any chance of getting it back. I rang Lionel
Murphy and reminded him about the partition he had drafted up
for me. 1 knew, he knew Neville Wran, and perhaps he could seek
to find out if Neville Wran would entertain application for an
ex-grata (?)payment. Murphy said to me that as I knew he'd
helped me in the first place, prepare the partition, now it
wouldn't seem right as a High Court Judge that I should become
involved. I1'll refer to Hue Ryan, he is a colleague, who is
known in Police circles and 1 know that he did not have best
reputation. You understand then I'd have dealt with the devil,
I was determined to get my 632 pounds back. As I described
earlier Police were getting their pension rights back yet 1'd
been unjustly done by. 1 saw Ryan on three or four occasions, I
gave him all the documents that I had, copies of the letters and
I'd met Ryan once previously in 1978 he came into the office.
He asked to see the Commissioner Jack Davis who wasn't there and
was referred to me. He came about the return of a passport of a
fellow named Sala, I took notes, and as it was not in my
Jurisdiction I in a normal course report the facts to Davis. I
did that and Mr Davis wrote to Ryan saying no way Commonwealth
Police would return Sala's passport. As I recall the passport
was eventually returned to him, that was a matter for Murphy as
Attorney General. I think he got advice from his own

Department, it was nothing to do with me.




I provided Ryan with copies of all the statements and list of
people who I'd dealt with. He told me he was going to speak to
Neville Wran, he said he had spoken to Neville Wran later on at
a luncheon and he said everything would be all right. But in
the event things weren't alright even as late as 1980. I got a
note from Wran's Minister, he was a minister then saying
application had been refused. No help from Ryan or Murphy. So
I wrote, nothing resulted from Ryan or Murphy's interferance.
I wrote again and got another knock back in mid 1981. Ryan
couldn't tell the truth even if he tried. Fact if he made any
approach to Wran, in fact even if he made any approach to Wran,
they hadn't succeeded. In 1981 I wrote a private person to
person letter, confidential letter to Wran and November 1981 1
got a reply from Wran. He said he'd read the application felt
there was a special circumstance in my case, he was concerned
about, they were concerned about establishing a precedent that
if I was prepared to sign an indemnity they were prepared to pay
me $1200. So I wrote in November, wrote back and accepted. In

November 1981 1 had succeeded but it was no thanks to Ryan or
Murphy.

In November 1979 1 was boardered out unfit. I'd been an
associate of Murphy and I'd met him in the 1970's when I was
Deputy Commissioner of Operations, my job as Deputy Commissione,
as part of that job I had to deal with demonstrations that were
going on over the Vietnam War. Vietnam War was a harrowing time
and a dirty business. At the start we'd carry them off,
carrying them away from different buildings, but then one of our

officers had a heart attack so after that we would pull them
along the floor.

And these days Murphy was the leader in the Senate. There was a
problem down on the campus down in Melbourne University where
students had, where four draught dodgers were holding up, with
them there was students had taken charge of the University
building and they were broadcasting out on 3DR and this was
shutting out 3AW so there hell to play.




I was sent down to Melbourne, in the DCS office, I met this

Major General who was the registar of the University. 1 asked
for the keys to get in and he refused. So we said we would have
to break in. At 9.57 there was an interruption at the door a

man called Steve came to see about a problem with plumbing in
drainage area at Mr Davies house.

Interview resumed at 10am. I explained to the Bridadier or
whatever he was, that we would have to stop the broadcasts
because it was interfering, it involved breach of Commonwealth
Law and we would have to arrest draught resisters. He gave no
assistance, so we had to break in, about ninty Police were
involved and there were about three hundred students. We
arrived at dawn, we found the water man and we cut off the
water. Mr Davies then went on the describe in detail the events
of that particular incident. Later on he said they did an
accounting and they reckoned we had done $15,000 worth of damage
and there was a hell a a runckas in Parliment, they went mad.
So Lionel Murphy rang and said all hell was breaking loose and
wanted to know what the facts were. I told him exactly what
I've just told you, now if thats the case he said 1'l1l quieten

may side down. Now I'm no politican buy I really appreciate the
man from then on.

In 1972 1 again met Murphy and he said how are you going in the
Commonwealth Police, you remember, I said,its mostly made up of
Police and I was just doing guard duty, it was most
demoralizing. There were 500 Detectives there, 700 uniform jobs
whats needed is an amalgamation of Commonwealth Law Inforcement
Officers together and the Narcotics Bureau and I told him this.
He came to see me and 1 went and seen him, I discussed Jack
Davis. 1 discussed it first with Jack Davis, told him that
Murphy wanted to see me and he sent me off with his blessing. 1
outlined my ideas to Murphy and he said that was excellent then
12 months went by, he rang up and he said I just thought you
would like to know, Corcus have agreed to form or to have formed
an Australian Police if we win the Election.




I said thank goodness I hope you get into power. As a
professional Policeman I'd like to see you faze out the guards
and I can tell you that year I voted Labor. I reguard Murphy as
a man of his word, an honourable man. I don't defend his
association with Ryan, he is a strange bed fellow, that is the
sort of association I have with the man.

The Liberal Government wouldn't accept the Australian Police
because it was a Labor idea. So they set up the Federal Police

Force Australian Bureau of Intelligance Investigation something
like that.

In November when I was medically unfit I thought about Thomas
and I rang Murphy. A fellow named Don Thomas in Sydney who is
getting a rough deal and I told him about this fellow named Don
Thomas in Sydney who is getting a rough deal, he is getting his
guts kicked out of him over this Greek case. He is a qualified
lawyer LLB, I said to Murphy I wonder if you would have lunch
with him and tell him his prespects as a legal officer, Murphy
said I'1l get in touch with you. Some days later a woman called
me up and advised the place and time of the lunch, it was a Kung
Foo Restaurnt something like that up in Kings Cross. I rang
Thomas, I didn't discuss that what I done, I just told him that
I bhad rung Murphy and he agreed to have lunch on a day to be
fixed. He said someone rang him up I don't recall what the
details were but anyhow I rang Thomas and asked him if he would
pick me up at the Town Hall Station because 1 was staying with
my daughter then a Chester Hill. 1I'd gone there on our way up
to Avoca we have got a family home up there. I phoned him I
didn't met him. He picked me up at the station then I read in
the National Times Thomas statement where he said that 1 stated
second eighth of May 1986 (sounds like) where Temby rejects the
advice there was discussion about that.

Thomas recollection of the meeting was not forthcoming in the
statement a tribute to him in the National Times refers there to

a fourth man a University friend of the Judge, didn't like that.




It's incorrect inferences. 1 saw Thomas on the 28th April 1986
at the Lionel Murphy Trial, we were giving evidence, he gave
evidence then after he'd given his evidence I'd been told hadn't
been required. I wonder how the knowledge of this luncheon came
to pass, came to the advice of the Prosecution. I asked him
this, would it come from illegal phone taps, he said no I gave
evidence to the Stewart Royal Commission and I tape recorded
later. 1 tape recorded later a conversation with Ryan where he
offered me a bribe, someone then interrupted us, we left and he
said I1'll see you later.

I'm not an enemy of Thomas, I don't dislike the man and 1 still
have a respect for his ability. I think he is badly done by
through the Greek Conspiracy case. He didn't mention the
conversation he allegedly had with Murphy at the time. First I
knew about this allegation was when I read it in the National
Times. It was a conversation which indirectly I did not hear.
Thomas said in his interview with the National Times that most
of the time I was talking to Ryan, that's not fact. The less I
talk to that man the better. 1 was insensed by the suggesstion
inpunative (?), and the inpunative notion in the National Times
the fourth man about the fourth man.

I was so concerned I saw my son who has got a LLB in he is not a
practising solicitor he's in the Public Service, he said why
don't I ring Thomas, a woman answered the phone, the press were
there and he was luxuriating in the glamour of being the man of
the day. He came on I said, I read the National Times I'm
furious, he said ok mate keep your blood pressure down. 1 read
the fourth paragraph and said you know that is not correct, you
know you picked me up at Town Hall Station, at my request, he
paused and he thought about it for a while, then he said yes,
yes now come to think of it your right. Sure, sure because I'm
going to write to the National Times and complain about the
publication about material such as this. He said something like
oh please yourself I can't be sure exactly.
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My son said just ignore it. I point to this a lapse of memory
on Thomas's part, a serious one. A sinister one if nothing
about the nature of the National Times, when the National Times
imputes what had occurred.

Now we get onto the luncheon. Murphy was there, Ryan was in the
background. He introduced Ryan, he was not part of the luncheon
invitation. Sofar as I recall the lunch lasted abouth an hour
maybe a bit longer, might have had two bottles of wine, sitting
around a table a bit smaller than this one, six by four. Can't
remember who was sitting where I heard what was being said
during the whole of the lunch. On one hand I don't claim to
remember what was said at all but the purpose was to discuss
Thomas's future. He went through his background, Murphy said he
thought he would have a good career in the legal fraternity with
his legal qualifications, his sheer brilliance would overcome
any adversity. I can't remember the exact words that were
mentioned. No notes, I made some notes here they are about the
conversation I made, handed over copy of these notes, I want to
draw your attention to inaccuracies. Murphy's no fool, he was
an Australian Federal Politician how could he be talking in a
way to promote the promising of promotion as an Assistant

Commissioner Sir Colin Woods would have been the least likely
person to do that.

I know of some guys that are mates, new mean make political
appointments, the whole thing does not make any sense. If we
assume Murphy did say what Thomas said that was just as much an
offence in December 1979 as it was in April 1985 when Thomas
decided to go public. Just as much evidence then as there is
now. You'll have to ask Thomas. Also when Thomas drove me back
after the lunch to the Town Hall Station, he made no mention of
Murphy conversation as reported in the National Times. 1 would
have expected as close as I had been to him that he would have

thought it appropriate to mention it to me.
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Andrew asked about details of what Thomas had said at the
Stewart Commission, Don Davies said he expressed concern that
Morgan Ryan was present, I was angry at Ryan that Murphy offer.
I deny that Thomas ascertion conpletly and utterly. I asked how
long the drive took back to the station he said 7 to 8 minutes,
probably less. You could have knocked me down with a feather,
he didn't say anything about this to me before. Thomas is great
one for tape recording. Thomas was in Crime Intelligance he got
all these bits of technicol knowledge there. He did not record
it, he did not mention anything to me about it, I wonder did he
tell his own Commissioner at the time or make a diary note, any
record, any report. I've got no idea why be dreamed it up, I
can't come up with any solid reason, unless perhaps strain over
the Greek Conspiracy case. Where Magistrate Bruce Brown and he
and his imformant subsequently charged with Perverting the

course of justice. He had a nervous breakdown and was medically
unfit.

If anyone has a right to be bitter against the establishment its
Don Thomas. I feel sorry for him, I still do, 1 don't want to
be on opposite sides to him, I wonder whether he still has not
got some problems. Some deeply intrenched bitterness, I don't
know, he is at the bar now, he told me he is doing pretty well.
He might be skitting (?) I don't know. He dosen't show his
emotions. Do you know when he rang me once he was sobbing, he
didn't want to come to Canberra, and as for Crimes and Mur phy
mentioned in the National Times article as a mate of his Grimes
is thorn to Thomas. Grimes would be ingrained in his brain he
would hate and detest the man.

Question: Who paid for the lunch?

I did not pay for the lunch, Thomas did not, it might have been

Murphy, I don't know. All this secrecy over a period of seven
years.







13
Now on a separate matter of the Morosi break-in.

Harper was Acting Commissioner then and Davis, Jack Davis was
away, he's dead too. He got a request from Murphy to send me to
Sydney to oversight an inquiry. From information Murphy had
received, there was going to be an attempt to break into, break
and enter Miss Juni Morosi's flat at Gladsville and to steal
Commonwealth documents that she was supposed to have had in her
possession, as private secrectary to Cairns. He'd had
information that on or about a particular day, there was no time
specified that the break in would occur. I went to Sydney and 1
arranged for a team of people to observe the street in
Gladsville to see if information was correct. I went down the
day before. The fellow appeared in a panel van that had false
plates, 1 can't remember exactly but he was arrested and
charged. I think he pleaded quilty. I think he was a member of
the committee of the Liberal Party. Murphy had had the habit of
asking for me to go and take charge of things 1if he wanted
something done efficiently. For example when cyclone Tracey was
on, he rang me and Davis and he asked me to take charge of the
Police up there. I went for about three weeks.

Question: Were the New South Wales Police informed of this
information and the break in?

No. The matter effected Commonwealth Police, Commonwealth
property, Commonwealth interests.

When were you contacted?
The night before.
How were you contacted?

I spoke on the phone to Murphy.













Lionel MURPHY was very interested in this proposal and at the end
of 1972 when Labour came to Government he informed me that this had become

part of the ALP platform.

I want to say at this stage that I have not now, nor ever had any

political

Lionel MURPHY eventually, as Attorney General, got unde#@ay the
concept of the Australia Policg,which was in my view as a professional police
officer a wonderful thing for Australian Policing inAdg much as it leit the ..
ACT Police, the Northern Territory Police and the Narcotics Bufza‘ undex the
control of a Commissioner together with creating an Australian Bureau of

Investigation under a Deéuty Chief Commissioner.

The whole organisation was to be controlled by a Chief Commissicner.
This was far prefeﬁféble to what the incoming Liberal Government cpted for,

that is, the Australian Federal Police.

I say all of this to explain why I believe Lionel MURPHY to be a

gifted, if eccentric politician to begin witg’and also a breath of fresh air

in the stuffy High Court of Australia.

In the early part of 1979 I again became incensed with the refusal
of the New South Wales Government to return at least the monies I had paid
to the New South Wales Police cver the 21 vears I had sercved. 1 rang the
man who had been responsible for my initial approach on the matter, Lionel
MURPHY, and asked him would he intercede with Neville WRAN so that cominon
Justice could be done to me before my retirement. He said that Neville WRAN
was a friend of his but it would be wrong for him as the author of my petition
now a High Court Judge to be aproaching WRAN upon this subject. He suggested
1 should deal with a colleague Morgan RYAN who also had access to Neville
WRAN. T accepted his advice and after some phone some calls and about three
meetings with RYAN, during the course of which I provided him with copies
of correspondence with me to earlier premiers (ASKIN included) and at his
request a list of those New South Wales Police, British Colonial Folice and

Army Officers who had received superannuation benafits subsequently that were

superior to mine.

-..4/.




My recollection of RYAN's final assessment of my chances of

Succeeding in my aim were that he had spoken to WRAN and that my application
would be favourably considered.

-

‘wrong.

In retrospect this proved to be completely

I have not seen, spoken to or communicated with, either RYAN or MURPHY

since December 1979 when for Teasons to be stated later I lunched with them

and then Chief Inspector Don THOMAS at a Korean Restaurant in Kings
Cross.

It was left to me to make further approaches tc Mr WRAN by way of
In other words RYAN's alleged close associati
WRAN was a figment of his imagination.

one of WRAN®

correspondence in 1981, on with

I Subsequently received a letter from

S Ministers denying my request about June 1981 signe
of the Premier.

on behalf

I perservered and wrote another letter marked 'Personal and

which ultimately resulted in the receipt in 1981 of a latter

Confidential!

from Mr WRAg,a copy of which I still retain,acknowledging that there were

special circumstances which did . Justify the State Government retaining

My Superannuation contribution. Accordingly, I was offered without prejudice

the sum of $1200 in payment for my six hundred and thirty two pounds provided

I sig Aan indemnity. I diggso. I received a cheque for $1200 angd thus the

saga of my Superannuation ,claim Wales Government was

against the New Scuth
T

concluded without,

MURPHY.

might add, &ny help from Morcan RYAN énd Lionel
}

In late 1979-in accordante
10

with medical»a@y;ce it became necessary

for me to seek early retirement months earlier) from the'Australian

- Faderal Police from which I was d:ie to retire at gixty. ¢

P

. -t e L e . /—’ .
I had always h%ld ChieflInspector‘oon‘THoMAS in high regard as an
kquJwavgﬂanggrv+?g&1' T e
investigato€mand I ha elt sorrcw at the way in which he was being treated

by police dignitaries of the time following what I still believe to have been

a necessary and effective investigation of social security frauds being
conducted by members of the Greek community of Sydney associated with

relatives in Greece which resulted in them receiving Commonwealth Digability

-
A

Pensions after payment of money to corrupt medical practitioners.
personally read numercus written confessions by Greek persons to the effect

they had paid money, I think the going fee was $2,000, to a go between so

~

that medical practitioners would certify them as it for pensions.

I had been with THOMAS

{Libers:l GCovernment) tco whom the

to see the Mirister of the dav, John MacLEAY

ramifications of this collosal social




security fraud had been explained and had heard him give the go ahead for
.proposed police action. Additionally, I had conferred with THOMAS ahd with
permanent heads of the Attorney General's Department, Social Securlty
“Department and Health Department to whom the same facts had been explained
and from whom there had been no objection to our planned courses of action.
Thereafte;, I watched what in'my view had been a most successful investigation
which had saved the Commonwealth Government being defrauded of millions of
dollars even to the extent where Greeks were coming to Australia, paylng there

$2,000, getting their pensions and going back home to live in luxury,

vé
deterioratehto an attack by both political parties upon Commonwealth Police
activity in that area in general and Mr THOMAS's conduct of it in particular.
This later extended even to a recommendation for prosecution of Mr THOMAS

M, Brvie & e

and his lnformint by a maglstrat%\who was subsequently reprlmgaec for
‘dlscuéngﬁDProcedures in a case of conspiracy amongst a number of doctors

which resulted in thd'committal for trial being aborted.

One of those doctors had been the recipient of 32,000 in
Commonwealth money from a Greek speaking ACT Police Officer through a gaq_
between and the full details of the doctor's advice to this Constakle as to
how to represent his symptoms to a confederate specialist had been‘gkénrd»d

by the police officer who had been acting under the instruction of Mr THOMAS.

All of this left me wondering what place there was for Mr THOMAS
within the police sphere)as he was either at that stage a lawyer .or abcut

(H cweg Tl ¢ 1‘,“(('&«(;0‘

to become one.

My medical advisers had told me that I should be vensioned due to
hypertension so I knew I would be leaving my job in the near future.
Accordingly about the end of November 1979 I rang Lionel MURPHY omd told nim

a\t «’lc

what had happened to me and I related the c1rcums;ances dur<3%$? ng Doa THOMAS
telling him that whilst THOMAS was not a frlp of mine,I did feel that he

vas being badly treat n would ha no future as a police cfficer despite
g Y LIEHID & \)e p P

;

his academic qual;flcatlona.,\I asked Lionel whether he wculd be prepared
to have lunch with THOMAS and me to discuss a possible future in the legal

profession. I was being presumptuous because I had not even consulted with

THOMAS on this score.

About mid Decemper Lionel MURPHY's associate rang me to say a




luncheon had been arranged between me and Mr Justice MURPHY and Chief
Inspector THOMAS at the Korean Restaurant at Kings Cross. I then rang Mr
THOMAS and arranged for him to pick me up at Town Hall Station and take me

to the luncheen (I had stayed the previous evening with my daughter in Sydrey)

Upon arrival we were met by Lionel MURPHY and Morgan RYAN. We bhad
lunch. Lionel enquiryed about THOMAS's background and legal achievements
in the academic world and from my recollection agreed that he would haveeajuxu{
' career available as a Lawyer should he ultimately feel so disposed.
Furthermore he expressed the opinion that with his qualifications THOMAS
would seem to have a good future within the Australian Federal Police. RYAN

to my recollection had little or no input into the conversation.

As I recall it the setting for our luncheon was a sort of recessed

eating area although part of the general restaurant.

I simply recall it as a pleasant luncheon, an informal discussiocn
between Lionel MURPHY and Don THOMAS’arranged at my request because of my

R TP

.apprehension that THOMAS had been or would be badly done b
United Kingdom hlergrcggjk I left w1th THOMAS. He drove me Lo 2dve station.

I have not seen him, MURPHY or RYAN nor have I spoken to them or communicated

with them in any way whatsoever, since.

I have not been to that restaurant before or since. I have no

knowledge of or association with any Korean persons.

I was not aware that Morgan RYAN was to be present with Lionel
MURPHY but as I have already mentioned I had met him at Lionel MURPHY's
suggestion in order to further my determined approaches to the State
Government to recover the six hundred and thirty two pounds. As a matter
of complete indifference to the current situatiop, I spent the $1260 which

QA
I received through my own endeavours no thanks to , Lionel MURPHY, on buying

N

an electric typewriter and video recorder that I still have as mementos of

the triumph of an individual over bureaucratic injustice
I have been asked if I was privy to all that was said at the

luncheon. Whilst I was certainly present in a group of four pecple I am not

able to say that T can give a complete account of what was said since the

.7/




anniversary-is in its seventh year. As I was sitting in a group of four
people at a table I feel I would have heard anything of major importance that

was discussed. Once again the Cgé"Straints of memory apply.

: THOMAS and I left MURPHY and RYAN at the front of the restaurant.
S

On the way to dropping me off THOMAS expressed n that solicitor Morgan
RYAN was present. So did I.
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Does that mean that you deny it ever took place or are
you saying that, well, it may have taken place
and I have forgotten it?---No, I have already -
I am not going to deny that straight out because
I have already said to you that I spoke to
Mr Morris but I know I just cannot recollect
that conversation that you are putting to me.

All right. Do you know a person called John Donnelly
Davis? He is also known as Don Davis?

THE COMMISSIONER: Don Davies, D-a-v-i-e-s.

MR HAMPSON: I am Sorry; John Donnelly Davies.

THE COMMISSIONER: Otherwise known as Don Davies?

MR HAMPSON: He was in the Commonwealth Police Force?

~-=-0h, in the Commonwealth Police Force, yes,
I know him,

And would you have hag telephone conversations with him at
times?---May have; ho, I am going to go further
than that. I think I have spoken with him on the
phone, yes.

Do you remember what about, Mr Ryan?---yes,

What?---1 think it was, I ‘am not too sure about this but
I think it was about his superannuation.

He was acting, or he was really in the role of a client,
is that what you are suggesting?--Yes, he could

not get his super from the New South Wales Police
Force.

Do you know a person called Frank Hakim?---I would not,
I think I met him once in the office.

In your solicitors office?---Yes.
Was he a client?---A client of one of the partners.

Would you ever have spoken to him on the telephone?
---1 do not think so.

You do not think so. Digd you have any business dealings
at all with him, any sort of - - -?--_He used

to ring up for the tip there a couple of times
I think. That is all I know of him.

Did you ever know him as being an important person in
the Lebanese community?---No.

atel 19.12.85 3958 M.J. RYAN"
t11 4 fh Transcript-in—Confidence
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in Sydney. I do not recall any other . .lunch than that, although
it's possible there vcro; but there's some suggestion that
every timo‘x used a Commonwealth car, or in any event in the
periods I was in Sydney, that I had lunch with Ryan. That

is absolutely incorrect.

I used to lunch with my staff when the court was at
Darlinghurst up until uAy 1980, w@ would go across to the
places in Oxford Street opposite, there are a number of
restaurants in the area, and have lunch there, and thére was
only one lunch that I can recall with him although I would
say it's possible that there were others. .

Now the man has never in thirty years had a meal in my
home, not only this home but any home I -have had, he has never
had a meal at my home, I was on quite friendly terms with him
but we were not close friends. He moved in different circles

from me and my 1mprassion was that all of his close friends

"were tace-goer-. I 1no longer have any association with hin

and as of now I have not spoken to him for several years.

I met Mr.Briese first at Ryan's Place on 10 May 1879.
He .came with Mr.Parquhar. They were the incoming and outgoing
magintxatcs and they seemed to me to be friends.

I next met Mr.Briese at the Magistrates' 1979 Ohristmas
party, He came over and spoke to me and we chatted for a while.

Nhen he rang me in January 1980 I was quita happy to accept
his 1nv1tat1on to lunch to Caunimn to talk about independence

for tho Magistrates and lt the end of it I told him ir I had

any further ideas I'd get in touch with him,

Now, next there was a change in ny llfe. . The High Court
up till May 1980 had been sitting in oach of ‘the State capitall.
Each year it went to each of the State capitall and there was a
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